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Me Lozy, . 5 5 0 
0UR Lordſkip. may be very 
much ſurprix & to ſee your It 
[ries Name prefix d before ſo mean 5 
Compoſition ; bur, My Lord, I d 
aſſure your Long 7 be Liberty I © 
aſurp in this abrupt approach, is not 
owing to any want of Hleem for yout -4 
5 or to an extravagant Gr 
nion of my own Performances; n 
can have a profounder N 
Your Lordthip, than my ſelf, or for 
the Epiſcopal Chandler 3 tho not a. 
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4 3 with beg ee 
2 in Your Tordlup Example. 
Dion my Hiſtance * Your Lord- 
hip plac d in ſo bigh a Sphere, po 
nit bout it too; I H my own Ubſcu- 
- Tay, and my. Vritings 1 N ; 

of. ſoUrngmental an = xo 95 vet, J 

Hopes T may; this, and my 
Obligations to I dt Ln. at the 
ſame time. Being — for Fa- 
vours of a long ſtanding, I cou 'd not 

but lay hold of this Opportunity of 
making the | moſt public Acknop- 

2 am able, hs foſ IDs 
rape "ANI 4: 

Since therefwreta am » aclniaaried + 
oak: nod ſeeking 4 Fation; I hope 
+. Your Lordſhip au forgive my n. 
eig this Aale whom your leave. 
I neder was of an asking Temper, 
andorherefore ee hat! 
* "8 Was" morally: ſure won be deny d. 
T Thereis'# ſort ofuanity, Iconfeſo in 
* me". es" from great. 


* ern 8 Men Won 
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of tbem cou'd. recommend me; and, 
ch was your Generofity, That alone 
vas ſufhcient * Ihe ſame Goodneſs 


vhie h diſpos d you to regard me — M | 


pill, I truft,” incline Your Lordſhi 


nat 70 deſpiſe yecy "Poor: Ce: LU 
Gratitude. 


atrontpe. ' If "it contains Truth, 


07 Finds! been done, in caſe it had 
ever been written; * needs'mot the 
 atronage of great Men ; and T ſhall - 
or be ſo:unreaſonable as to requeſt f 
our Lordſhip, 70 Kren it * 
he Cenſures it * deſerde, 

oents of it ſboud appear 3% 
bimerical or Pernicious: upon * 


heli, Tour Lordſhip von be 


*& 0g as. i. did 


As for the Tract it 2 it Wes | 
lumes not to feek Your Lordſhip's YL 


e 11 CEE To 
Men; but Teannot be juftly AD 


in this caſe; becauſe I received them 
from Your Lordſhip in that part of + 
ny Life, when nothing but ny want 


nd may do ome Good; which mi an 2. E. 


The DEDICATIONH 
the laſt Perſon from mhom I muſt look 
for ſbelter. 


Co en which are inſeparable 


dence and Experience conſumma: 


and wel- fill d Stations, the exempla 
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Indeed, ſeveral Blemiſhes in the 


from Writers of an inferiour Claſs, 
may ſtand in need of Your. Lord- 
ſhip's Wing to cover them. The Well 
= and finiſh'd Gentleman, 
2 he polite and courteous Traveller, 
the Univerſal Scholar, the J. horoughr- 
88 Divine, the Perſon of à Pru— 


ted by a great variety of reputable 


ry Chriſtian, the Vigilant and Mag: 
nanimous Prelate, are all of them C ba 
rafters, which, when found. alone, pr, 
miſe a great deal of Generous Con 
mvance; where-ever therefore the 
are concenter d,they muſt flow with th 
moſt” liberal Streams of  Candou: 
aud muſt render the Protection the 
pleaſe to afford, too graceful to hav 
the Juſtice or Power Af. it calf di 
geſtion. | PITS 
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à Look, makethe moſt favourable al- 
lowances for them, provided they are 
+ Miſtakes of an Harmleſs wy 

upon this Conſideration, had ] ſought 
out a Patron for my Labours, Your 
Lordſhip muſt naturally have been 
firſt in my Thoughts: But I cannot 
have the Front or Heart to ask Your 
Lordſhip's Umbrage, for what has 
not been ſuprayifec by Your Lord- 
th N 

8 2 Inot been ſenſible with what 

a vaſt weight and flreſs the largeſt 
Dioceſs in . Hingdom reſts upon 
Jour Lordſhip's I houghts, I might 
have requeſted Your Lordſhip's Pe- 
ruſal of theſe Papers, before they 


is Failings, and correct them with =_ 


were committed to the Preſs, and 


then they wou d have been refin'd by - 
a Correction, which wou d have moſt 


e 'y defended: them from the 
A4. Hie 
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Fil f the ſevereſt C vine: But ' 
= - te publick Welfare was too much in- ö 
1 2 in Your Lordſhip's Time 
And thinking, #0 altow a Requeſt ß 
this Nature e ; and therefore; 11. 
for want of ſurh an Aſſiſtance, ' the 
Stile and Struſture of this Ey 
Aber een ſeveral Diſadvantages 1 
But I cou d not be diſbeartned by this 
Circumſtance, ſince à Man may do 
' . good without the fene of a celebrated 
1 Author. | 
__ All Reber - comms; few indied 
can, write on any Subject with ſuch 
Perfection or Succeſs, as Stilingflecs 
the Venerable, and another Prelate 
not to be named whilſt alive, have 
ane long ſince, in the defence of the 
E.ͤ̃ ſtabliſſid Church. Nevertheleſs , 
they may have an Ambition to propa 
gate Truth, and ſerve the intereſt 
of Religion, in proportion to their 
Sphere and Capacity; Being well 
* d that "tis an Honour and Hap- - 
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aſpire to, and in the 
I P07 being 
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\ Ext to God, I am the beſt ] 
| N my Izrention in publiſhing Ro 
perfect Papers; to him only I am ac- 
ountable for that, who only can fee it. 
\ Clergyman's Deligns ſhould of courſe be 
reſumed by Men not to be baſe or tri- 
ing, fince they ought to be the moſt ſo- 
d and hgnourable; Nevertheless, ſome 
count ſhall be given of the Papers them- 
lves ; this may very fairly be expected. 
They are written, I 8, with 
eat Diſadvantages; moſt Perſons read 
Book of this kind with ſuch inextrica- 
le Prejudices, for want of turning their 
houghts this way, that 'tis next to Im- 
oſſible to root them out, with the 
rongeſt force of Arguments. Some 
e poſſeſt with an inordinate Eſteem of 
ſodern Authors, and an unaccountable Con- 
mpt of the Ancients : Others have an 
inordinate Eſteem for the * and 
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ſhew an unjuſt Contempt of the. Moderi. 
They will not with the Writer (tho? he 


deft Caution, and entreats them with 


without Merey; and without .ch 


fully Stigmatized for vai Viſonaries wit! 
Theſe Gentlemen Wou'd Ch be ſuc! 


provement in Chriftian Knowledge ant 
. re if they wWou'd but be at th. 


* 


Ile PR 474 c E. 


writes with the moſt Religious and Mo- 


the loweſt Submiſſion t to do it) carefully 
diſtinguiſh between what he offers 4. 


cert 7 7 N 8. and A 
| Int ay ley) Ebene ke, but ine 
| eg 92 elty in Theological Tracts 1 


diſpleaſes them, In their Concept ons, 
it implyes a Deſign againſt the Purity of 
the Faith of the Reader, and unpardo- 
nable Atrogan & in the Writer. A 8. 
ful and Bigotted Temper will condemn 
by the Lump ſome Books and Notions 


What is alledg'd in their Defence. Wit 
them, righ 


ght or wrong, they miſt be 
. Monkiſh, and Meretical, before 
they e been ſo much as careleſſy ru 
over. Hence it is that tlie moſt generous 
Undertakings of the Preſs, labour unde 
the greateſt Abet For it is ver 
grating to Minds, even of the moſt Phill, 
p̃hit al and Chriſtian T emper, to be Wrong 


the mo Barbarotb and Arbitrary diſdain. 


prepoſterous Enemies to their own im 


troubit 


be RRE FAC E. 
oube of minding the Difference between 
hoſe. New Poſitions © and 'Eldcibrations of 
divine Writ, which overthrow the fun- 
mental Dectrines of Chriſtianity, and 
thers Which corroborate them, and = 
dem in a clearer Light. r 
A little candour and thinking vin con- 
ince em, that St. Paul's condemning the 
5, % Philoſophy. of Gnoſtichs and Pagans, 
ns, Nad Rabbins Nude e ſo ſtil'd, does 
of Wt condemn that Philoſophy which: ex- 
do- bits the Glory of God's Creation to us, 
id teaches us to admire the wonderful 
roma's of Divine Providence, and ex- 


m and Goodneſs difplay'd in innumera- 
e noble Structures, and the diverſify'd 
ates of Angels and Men; for ought we 
ow, rhe moſt Capacious among finite 
nds, may find an unexhauftible Fund 
hought,and new Diſcoveries through- 
all Eternity, in ſo diffuſive a Scene as 
the Creations of God muſt be. How 
uch more then muſt; the Contemplati- 
of lower Minds upon them, entertain 
em during the ſhogt Continuance of this 
le, Pife, with 
lichthey had not made before? 
It muſt be conſeſs d, that ſuch Magni- 
nt; antl remote Scenes cannot be very 
and ue us: —_ | 
tho 


Ites in us a due Veneration for his Wiſ = 


ſome new Remarks 5 


tho? our Contemplation cannot now cc 
prehend or exhauſt all the Particula 

about them, that may be known by ore 
Minds in their preſent State, of by 0 
_ own Minds in ſome future World; yet u 


The Word of God gives us utiſpeakab 
Advantages 


_ ceſlarily diſcern'd and enjoy'd by t 
. lazyeſt Inhabitants of the Earth) do mo 
over afford matter of more entertaini: 


never ſee; and the Afronomers of eve 
Age make new Calculations which we 


ſo the Scripture is too liberal a Foundat 


4 — * — 2 ew = "4 „ K 5 
* 1 ' — F N 4 * 
R 
* 5 * | : 
. 1 


: * 4 | \ e 
- 8 x * 


9 * : 2 - 
71 8 . 
f k . : . 
- 1 * 1 3 9 q 
, a 2 
4 . : ; * - 1 a N 
The P R. E F AC * + 
2 — - 
* 


ought to endeavour by Prayer and Med 
tation to know as much of this Divi 
Subject in our preſent State as we cat 


in this particular; And pri 
vided we go no deeper than it direQs an 
ſupports us, we need not loſe our ſelves i 
this profound "Abyſs of Thought 
doubt it will carry us fafe a great wi 
and enrich our Sedrching Souls with 
entiful encreaſe of Diſcoveries ; for n 
y the Works, but the Word of God is 
great Deep; and as the Heavens (th 
they lie open to every Mans view in er 
ry Age of Mankind; and many benig 
Influences of them upon our Orb, are n 


Speculations to the curious and inquiſiti 
and Aſtronomers find qut Stars which othe 


not made by their ingenious Predeceſſc 
of former Ages in Mathematical Studie 


Dr · an... an. ˙ ol a... ie as a £7 =. 
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of Knowledge, and Divine Revelations 
to be drunk dry by the Thirſt, and ſup- 
ply'd Neceflities of particular Men, or 
ges of Men. All Perſons of devout. 
ingenious 1 obſerye the 
Truths neceſſary for Salvation, but dili- 
gent Readers find out more than thoſe; 
moreover, Men learned as well as dili- 
gent and devout, find out more than the 
merely diligent, and the learned of lat- 
ter Ages enjoying the benefit of the La- 
bours.of the learned in fo dus Ages, 
do ſtill ſucceed better in cha earch 
and draw out richer Treaſures of Divine 
Knowledge from this Magnificent Store- 
houſe; and Divinity being ſo vaſt a Sci- 
ence (for indeed every Thing may be 
conſidered in a Theological Way and Re- 
ſpe) any particular Perſon of a liberal 
Education, who pitches upon ſome ſpe- 
cial Branch of it, and beſtows a very in- 
tent application of Mind upon it, whilſt 
others of Superiaur Learning and Abilities - 
take but a Carſory View thereof, may pre- 
tend to bring forth a e Production, with- 
out an inordinate Opinion of his own Suf- 
ficiency, or a want of Deference to their 
brighter Talents. The Sparta which I pro- 
feſs to cultivate, is not ſo contemptible a 
Spot of Ground, that I need be aſham'd to 
own my ſelf, to have dedicated the main of 
the Clerical part of my Life tothe Improve- 
ment and Decoration of it. We 
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We as nogjuſt Djſcourſt upon this” 
Sib: Con'd-lome great Originals have 
been met with in the Works. of St. Ch 

þ ome St. Baſil, - or St.\Cyprian; a Tranſ. 
lation of them wow'd have been more 
acceptable. to Others, and. a pleaſanter 
Task than the preſent to my ſelf: But 
by what we know of their Works that 
areextart, this is an Happineſs only, to be 
wild for. The laſt Age groan'd-under 
the fame Infelicity with all the 0 
Centuries of the Church in this particu- 
lar; for in our own Times and Langua e, 
no Tillotſon or Stillingfleet have beat the 
Way before us. Since therefore IL am 
under the poor Silkworms Misfortune, 
the Reader mult be content with the 
_ httle Stock L can work gut of my own. 
thinking: Theſe raw and. undigeſted 
Threads may be of ſome Service 1 in the 
Hands of Artiſts hereafter. 
| 'A Plarality of Worlds is a favourite Sub- 
„ jet with many Devout and Philo foie 
People; and I hope it is a 'pardonable 
Sally of Vanity, to believe that the Publi- 
cation of this 8 will be prefer d 
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9 ener Study and Pains it has rs 
me warts to conceive © and: deliver it, be- 
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1 * Hyourable Reception for i 
Tis teue, we have found a Plurality of 
ſeveral Kinds of Worlds in the Scriptures; 
but they did not lie upon the Surface 8 
Divine Writ; or ſtrilce our leſs heedfub * 
Notice there, as Feith and Repentance; and 4 
other. Fundamental, Articles of Religion 
do: Some Truths (whereof this is 2 
grow ke Mines in the Writings 
Goſpet it ſelf; they branch cps. 
forth into voſt Diffufions; but they — all 
under round; there is no coming at them, 
unleſs we will be at the Pains of digging 
derp in the Bowels of Revelation for them. 
Accordingly, our fe Lord adviſed the 


ws, John v. 39. to ſearch the Scriptieres, as 
er the Eatth for rich ue Br? the 
Greek word twdo, impgrts ſuch aSearch; 
tis for want of ſuch hing, that the 
Carnal Jew gg find ſuch: 2 Aab in 
che Writings es and the Parr, 
b- Jas the on oF did of old, and as — 
ſtians now diſcern tb be deſcrib'd in the 
ble Il Theſe,. but. eſpecially the Clergy, amon 7 
Ji chem, ſhou'd ſpare no laboue to find 
r? the Fang Fra ne of that Diyine 
Book, |; Accor in every Age ſome 
new Diſcoveries have been we, 
portion to the Labgurs of Contemplative 
Prieits and Lay-wen, who have been ſtil! 
MD cranes time. alter time the Pro: 
RG é 


2 4950 


4 


24 31 
* 
* * 
1 . N 
ST oy " $52 


be 
1 


oblig'd the World, as to eſtabliſh this Aſ- 


tions; but tis circumſeribꝰd within the Li- 
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1 IA REF 
phetical, and other difficult Parts of Divine 
r 5 
But it has been the Fate of this Noble 
Subject, to be in a manner wholly neglect- 
ed, whilſt moſt other Topics have been 
worn Thread- bare, and handled all man- 
ner of Ways; Nevertheleſs, It has not 
quite over - look' d. We find ſome 
ion of it in the Writers of the firſt 
ſix Centuries, in ſome interſpers'd Paſſages 
and Fragments of their Writings.” * | 
And, as among the Moderns, Galileo, 
Gaſſendus, Huygens, Newton, Font anelle, Chey- 
ne, and others, have done Juſtice to the 
Aſtronomical part of the Subject: ſono leſs 


2 Perſon than the Illuftrious Biſhop Mil- 


kins hath condeſcended to treat of the 
Habitableneſs of ſFme of the Planetary Orbs 
in the Way of a Problem; nevertheleſs, 


very little has been ſaid upon the Theolo- 


. gical part of this Subject of Viſible and Ma- 
terial Worlds. The learned Dr. Bentlyhas 
fomething about it in his Boyles Lectures, 
and the incomparable Dr. Jenkins a great 
deal more in his excellent Vindication 
the Chriſtian Religion; but he has not ſo far 


ſertion upon a ſure Foundation. 
The Induſtrious Mr. Mhiſton has advan- 
ced ſomething about a Plurality of Crea- 


nuts 
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de PRE FACE. | 
mits of ſuch an intricate Hypotheſis, that I 
know, no Writer, except the Ingenious 


Mr. Ralph ſan in his tract De Univerſo, that 


ſeems to favour it; however his Narrow 
Notion of Chriſts Aſcent into Heaven is 


not more odd, than tis unaccountable to 


conceive, how that deluded Gentleman 
ſhould be fo flagrant an Arrian, whilſt he 
profeſſes to hold a Plarality of Creations. 
As the Schoolmen have over-ſhot them-. 
ſelves in their Writings upon the Worlds 
of Angels and Devils, upon the Worlds of 
Separate Fouls, and upon the Reſurrection- 
World of Men: ſo ' tis certain that Proteſt- 
ants of all Denominations, have wrote too 
little upon them. Undoubtedly the Scrip- 
tures are far more Copious and Particular 
upon theſe Subjects, than they are com- 
monly- conceived among us to be; and 
thro? this defect, P r has gain'd 
too much Ground in the laſt Century. | 
The Worlds which, for a certain Rea- 
ſon given in a proper place, are termed 
Diſpenſative or Religionary Worlds, have 
not been duly repreſented by any Wri- - 
ter; Tho the Judicious Dr. Bradford, in 
his admirable Sermon upon The imperfedt 
Promulgation of the Goſpel, has given no- 
ble Hints upon that Subject. IE 
The Terreſtrial and Political Worlds 
have not been diſtinAly confidered by any 
net: b 2 Orthodox. 


— 
228 * 
oy 2 _ * —_— yy —_— OO as - — * 
mM , n 19 - ” 2 
3 re 5 a 5 „ G $f nga — 
« a T — __—__ A . 1 912 * . 
A 2 : . 
=, 
— r — * 
, 
"EX - $ 4 
g * 
— 
* 


ners of the Land, has publiſ}vq ro elegant 


| Scheme now. The Penetration 


Us AE ASE io I AT oe wee 6 cs 
* — - 
* . 


N PREFACE, - 


oy - Orthodox Author atall, and nag 
meaning of the Book of Geneſis, of ſeveral ' 


Chapters in the Prophecy of ſaigh, and 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, can't be 


throughly comprehended without com- 


Terre Knowledge of theſe Worlds. 
- The Idea World has far'd- better than 
any of the reſt; a bricht Star of the 


| Church, that ſhines throughout the whole 


Kingdom, from one of the darteſt Cor- 


Volumes upon it, "But [hat is but one of 


the great many Worlds which conſtitute 


the Theme of my Deſign, and provided 1 
_ live pub = whols Prang ht, 

reof this little Manuel is a Spin; 
ſha I fay very little about it. 


Upon the foregoing Confiderations;'I 


| ha been determin'd and encouraged to 


turn my Thoughts with a parti Har - 


tentneſs this way, for ſome 3 


ndl to begin the Publication of 


will ſpy ſome Miſtakes, and more 5.3 
but 1 dare be confident, it (hall find no 
Hereſy here, Nothing contrary to the Ar. 
ticles, Canous, and Homilies of the Church, 


ventures fo appear in this Boa and by a 
Peruſal of the whole, I hope Candid 


Reader will eaſily Se 1 Seni of 


e Pieg, and Zeal for our Holy 


Church, 
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Contexture of it. n 
If this Theory may help to check the in- 


ſolent Triumphs of Sceptical, and other 
ſorts of Modern Libertines, who have over- 


logk*d a Pluralit of Worlds in the Scripture, 


and given a wrong Turn to this Truth, 
with a Deſign of Diſſervice to the Wri- 
tings of Moſes, and the Chriſtian Religion, 
If this with the remaining Parts may 


ſerye for 2 Commentary upon moſt of tlie 


difficulteſt Texts in thoſe Writings, and 
_ render the Doctrines of e, 
0 


riginal Sin, of the fall of Angels, * 
fall of dur Protoplaſts, of Chriſt's Redemption, 


of the Miniſtry of Good Angels to Good Men, 
of our cls by wil A els,%and ſ eve- 
ral other Doctrines of aur th 
in — to common Capacities, than 
they | 
it may afford to devout and heavenly- 
minded Chriſtians, a clearer and more 
entertaining View of their Immortality both 
befare, and after the general Reſurrection : 
„1 fay, theſe my Labours by God's Bleſ- 
ſing, may anſwer this deſireable Proſpect, 
tho but in a low Degree, I ſhall in no wiſe 
repent of my Undertaking ; or be diſcou- 
raged from the Proſecution of it,by the raſh 


he oe of over-nice and ſupercilious udges, 
This ffrſt part of my Theory which is 


| now 


urch, more 


ive hitherto been repreſented ; If 
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now in thy Hand, treats purely of Viſibi. 


Aud Material Worlds: They being but Stu- 
Fares, are the moſt barren Subjects of all 


ſorts of Worlds under the Management of 
a Divine: Aſtronomers have as great an 
Advantage of us here, as we ſhall have of 
them in the other. Parts of this Work; 


our Knowledge of them is very imperfect, 


we ſee but their Out- ſide; however th 
are the Architecture of God; and if a Po- 
lite well-bred Stranger will not only gaze at 


à fine well: built Temple or Palace within 
his view, in the midſt of his Travels; but 
will withal, as far as may be, obſerve 


the beautiful Symmetry of its ſeveral 


Parts, and the wiſe contrivance of the 


Architect in the Models and Plans of his 
deſigning; ſurely the deyout and con- 
templative Chriitian can't be contented 
with a general view of the Fabricks crea- 


ted by Omnipotence, but will be further 


pleaſed in tracing, with the greateſt Ac- 


curacy he can, the exacter and more regu- 


lar Proportions of thoſe ſplendid Stru- 
tures, which God (who was a World to 
himſelf, before any one of them ys cre- 
ated) hath made, according to Ideas of the 
moſt maſterly Deſign, without the Fatigue 


of anxious Study and Deliberation, 


What 1 Ideas do we con- 
11 


ceive, when we read in the Apocahpſe, of 
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The Foundations of the Walls of a City, that 
were garuiſh'd with all manner of precious 
Stones; and of its twelve Gates, that were 
twelve Pearls, every ſeveral Gate being of one 
Pearl; and of its ſtreet that was pure Gold, 
and as it were tranſparent Glaſs? and yet 
moſt of thoſe viſible Orbs that we treat 


of here, are already to larger Minds than 


ours, and will be hereafter to our own, 
the occaſional Cauſes of more delightful 
and dazling Ideas, than Foundations of 


77 than Pavements of Sapphires,. than 


Perhaps fome Notions, and the Argu- 
ments brought to uphold them, may ſeem 
at firſt bluſh not ſo well grounded as they 
are, to the beſt diſpoſed Readers; in that 
Caſe, I muſt beg the favour of them to 
ſuſpend their Judgment, till they have gi- 
ven the whole a peruſal, and have after- 
wards thought fit to review them again; 
and I think any Treatiſe that will not bear 
a ſecond reading, deſerves none at all. 
dike A Table 


% 


* . » . 
* g \ ls % C 1 
K . \ " „ 
N y 7 d ” : 
I ; 


— Danger oe 
* r 1 _ A, 


- * 
r 


— ͤ— 
r 


if Io 
"ES 

wet ! © 

$4 %) 12 

Al £ : 

1485 | 

4 1 8 

0 


— ——_—_ 
— 
- 
wy 

* 


— 

$i « 
„ 
= 


| 1 „ „ e 


i. + | 
deen my 1 Cor. ii. 7. 

—2 9 : 4 ii. 22. 

8 205.7, MS 


Late ns 7s 3 


* 
1 


riptures « ex 
© plaid and 14 uftrated it 
"Ibo Pant, LY my 0 


* 
1 
* 
. — 


P "vill, 21, 39. 


©» ©% * 


E 125 


Al. 38, 39. 


o i. 2. Ws , 
6b. i. 1. 2. 


* 1 4 . 
IV. A 
2 o * Pra © £ 
* N »% 
4 
/ A | ; 
2 hy wh, 9 
0 . : 
) 
1 
— 
* r 
— 
? 
FR 3; 


* 
1 


— \ A 
. -- 
— * 


A 
* — — * 


Theological T ben 


1 


0 A 
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The Intvoduttion explaining the Deſign of the 
—_ Me or k 4 99 


Stronomy by its Pitoreriet bak encou- 
_ raged the moſt celebrated Maſters of 

that Science to conclude jt highly pro- 
le that there is a Plurality of Worlds : but 


1 Divinity only that makes us certain of this 


ruth. WORLDS is an expreſſion 4 5 
occurs ſo often in the Writings of the Hſpir A, 
that we may lay it down for an indublcable 
Maxim, there muſt be more than One; and in- 
deed from a due peruſal of the Scriptures it 
is very evident, that tho? the Greek Words 
Lid, and Kb, have ſeveral Senſes in the 
Bible, there are innumerable Worlds in one 
Senſe of theſe Words, and more than one in 
Wm; Senſe of then. 
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2 A Theological Theory © 
| A Plurality of Worlds in all Senſes, is 4 
more entertaining and uſeful Subject when 
conſider'd Theologically, than it can poſſibly be, 
wWjhilſt confin'd to the Conjectures of Philoſo- 
phy; which has Treated of it only in One, 
and that a moſt precarious Senſe of the Term 
World. Philoſophers in their Tracts upon it, 
ſhew tao great a Fondneſs for our Earth : 
All Worlds with them muſt be Planetary, and 
i Furniſl'd with Seas and Foreſts, and Moun- - 
5 tains, and other Reſemblances of our on: 
but. Divine and Inſpir'd Senſes of the Word in 
Scripture, open nobler Champain-Views to 
our Thoughts; it neither allows all Worlds 
to be ſo narrow or imperfect as this, nor all 
Creatures to have the ſame way of Subſiſtence, 
or the ſame Set of Neceſſities as Men have. 
The whole of God's Works is not meaſnr'd 
by any particular Production of his Wiſdom 
= Power. 5 God indeed made _ but 
the Syſtem we belong to, had he made 
8 above the Dignity of Man; we 
ſnou'd have Matter enough to Extol and Ad- 
mire him, and ſtood accountable to him for 
great Obligations + but ſince the Caſe is other- 
wile, let not-the Pleaſure of our Being defraud 
.  othersof theirs, nor our Eye be Evil becauſe 
+ _ God is Good to other Orbs and Animals be- 
ſides our ſelves. Since there are more Worlds 
than ours, and God has been pleas'd to make 


. . this Truth known to. ns, let them have ſome hc 
Share of our thinking; let us take the wideſt ec: 
Tour we can in the immenſe Spaces of his e 


Creation, that our admiration of God may be ply 
rais'd to the higheſt ſtretch of our Faculties: Wh 
for alas! at the Higheſt it will fall Infinitely 3 
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Of 4 Plarality of Worlds. 
ſhort of the Perfections they adore, and that 
awful Reverence which we owe to *em. | 
In Diſcourſing on this Subject, I ſhall firſt 
State the diſtinct Senſts of the Word World 
in the Scripture. = f 


X 2dly, Shew that there is a Plurality of Worlds 
f in Each Senſe of the Word, and, | 
= 3dly, 1 ſhall make 4 Practical Improvement of 
- I this Truth in a different way, according to the 

. Reſpective Senſe of the Word World, then un- 
der conſideration; wherein it may be taken 
> in this Propoſition, There is a Plurality of Worlds 
9 | 3 

ll F 2 

8 CHAP. I. 8 3 œ 1. I. 

d ne meaning of the Word World in $ cripture 
laid, by an E jon of the ſeveral 
it explain d, by an Enumeration of the ſever 

0 Senſes of it There. | 

e | | | | 
d H E firſt thing to be done is to enume- 
Ir T rate the different Ideas, which are de no- 
. Ned by this Term World in Scripture. No w 


ſometimes by the Word World is meant the 
iverſe, the Entire Combination of all the 
orks of God, at leaſt that are yet in Being, 
But the Greek Word A,, is never uſed thus. 
2dly, By the Term World is meant Reſtrictive- 
our Syſtem and the Inhabitants of it, by a Sy- 
ecdiche of a part for the whole; as when 
e read, God ſo love d the World, that he gave his 
iy begotten Son, to the end that all that believed 
1 him, ſhou'd not-periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
3dly,Sometimes by the World is meant Ten- 
tions , Vices'; Profane Principles and Maxims 
B 2 Corrupt, 


e f p * 9 a a Fa N N * l "0" 4 
# \ 4 , : 1 « a * 4 
* >. . 7 L X * k 4 07> * 
. * = 9 * | * r ' 
Fo. - : 4 N 
© , 7 * 


: 


A | Theological | Theoty . NA. 
Corrupt Cuſtoms, and Wicked Examples: Now; 
the World in this Senſe of the Word varies ; 


for in the Senſe of Vices, and Corrupt Princi- 


ples and Practices, there is as Numerous a Plu- 
rality of Worlds, as there is a diverſity of He- 
reſies, Superſtitions and Crimes in being: And 
moreover, there is a Plurality of Worlds in 
the Senſe of the Word for Wicked Examples, 
whether of Men, or of other Beings; for, we 
read in Scripture of an 0d World, ſpeaking 
of Wicked Men that liv'd before the Flood, as 
diſtinguiſt'd from thoſe that liv'd in different 
Ages after it z and among the fal n Angels there 
are diſtinctions of Provinces; they all belong 
to the Kingdom of the Air: But ſome in that 
black Empire are permitted to tempt Men So- 
journing in Bodys here upon Earth; and others 
are order d to Torture the Condemned Souls of 
the Wicked, that are turn'd out of their Bodies. 
Evil Angels are impriſon'd in different Worlds 
of Miſery, and exerciſe a Temporary Domi- 
nion over the Souls of Men there, with dif- 
ferent Limitations of Power; in the ſame man- 
ner as Good Angels do Good Offices, ſome to 
the Embodied Souls, and others. to the Depart- 
ing or Departed Souls of Men. Both the bliſsful 
Kingdoms of Heaven, and the miſerable Re- 
ions of the Air; may have not only diviſions 
in them anſwerable to Europe, Aſia, Africa, 
and America with us; but alſo their Saturn, 
Mars, Mercury, and other diſtinctions of that 
Sort, peculiar to themſelves: For every Devil 
is not a Lucifer, or a Beelzebubz nor has every 
Good Angel the Territories, Province or 
Grandeur of a Michael, or a Gabriel: And by 
the 10th Chapter of the * iy 
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Of. a Plarality of Worlds. 
Good: Angels ſeem Capable of an Innocent 
Conteſt, by way of generous Emulation for the 
Good of the Nations placed under their Charge, 
in a Political Capacity. But theſe are Aſſerti- 
ons to be Hinted, not Proved in this place. 
4thly, The Term World may ſignify a diſtinct, 
regular ' Maſs of Matter, within different circum- 
ſerib'd Tratts of Space , built, prepar d, 44 
contriv d by God for the mmodious Habitacle, or 
Manſion of a Determinate Number of Creatures, of 


the ſame, or different Kinds. , 


5thly, It ſometimes ſignifies 4 peculiar State, 
or Manner of Subſiſtence, preordain'd for the ſame 
Individual Beings, but very much diverſiſy'd at eve- 

removal of em from one Region to another. 

Laſtly, It Denotes a different Diſpenſation of 
Light; and Religion, to the ſame Perſons in the 
different Parts of their Life, ( as the Jewiſh to 
Saul, and the Chriſtian Diſpenſation was given 
to St. Paul;) or to different Beings, tho? of the 
ſame order and rank, living in different Ages, 
and Parts of the World. Thus the Paradiſai- 
cal Diſpenſation was given to Adam, The 
Poſt- lapſarian to Abel, The Patriarchal to Abra- 
ham, The Jewiſh to Moſes , the Chriſtian to 
John the Baptiſt, and St. Peter in different Grada- 
tions; all theſe were different Diſpenſations of 
the true Religion, and equally Divine in their 
Ground-Work ; but not communicated with 
an equal Luſtre of Mumination, nor confirm'd 
and uſher'd in by the ſame Pomp of A4;racles, 
and Revelation of Myſteries. 


. * 
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4 Theological Theory 

Proofs from Scripture for every given Senſe 

of the Word World in the foregoing Section. 


Have now Enumerated all the Senſes of the 
Word World in the Sacred Dialect: and tho 
can prove a Plurality ot Worlds in all the 
Foregiven Senſes of the Word; yet I think it 
proper to premiſe, that the Scripture never 
ſpeaks of Worlds directly in the Plural Num- 
ber, in any but the Three laſt Senſes of the 
Word: for this reaſon my Thoughts ſhall be 
principally lay'd out upon them; and therefore 
in the Proceſs of my Diſcourſe, I ſhall place 
theſe firſt, and the reſt atter them: . 
I paſs on to produce places from Scripture, for 
Ay given Senſe of the Word World in it's 
© 9 | 


1ſt, Then, the Word World in Scripture 
ſignifies a diſtinct regular Maſs of Matter, 
form'd in a determinate Trad of. Space, built 
and prepar'd by God, for the Temporary 
Perpetual Habitacle of a certain Numbe; of 
his Creatures, of the ſame or different Kinds. 
In this Senſe the Word muſt be taken, He- 
brews the 11th, verſ. the 3d, Through Faith we 


underſtand that the Worlds were andy the Word 


of God. The Word Worlds cannot here be un- 
erſtood of the different States of the ſame or 
diverſe Creatures : it muſt ſignify, Material 
Orbs or Structures, rear'd out of nothing by the 
Divine Omnipotence, and Commodiouſly con- 
triv'd for the Dwelling Places of ſome of the 
Animated Subjects of the Creation. The Wri- 
ter 
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ter of this Epiſtle had plainly the Hyanimare 


reation in his view; and fpeaks here of Buil- 
dings and-Rigions, not of Perſons; he ſpeaks of 
Perſons afterwards, and begins with Abel the 
8 bf rſon after Adam, in the Humane Claſs 
of Beings. „ 
In the ſame Senſe muſt the Word be uſed by 
the Jame Writer, Chapter the I. verſes the 
1ſt. and 24, God who in ſundry times and diverſe 
manners ſpoke in times paſt unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hathn in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by | 
his Son, whom be hath appointed Heir of all things, 
248 71 he made the Worlds. 

Thus alſo the Word is uſed in the iſt Epiſtle 
of St. Pa to Timothy, Chapter the l. ver ſe 
the 17th, Nom unto the King Eternal, Barn did. 
rer, Which may as well, nay I think better be- 
cauſe more naturally, be rendred the Ming of 
Worlds, tho” the King of Ages by an Hebraiſm 
ſignifies. Eternal; for the former rendring gives 
a greater Idea of God than the latter, and is 
more proper to be joyn'd with thoſe Auguſt 
Epithets, Inmortal, Inviſible, the only wiſe God, 
which Immediately follow it. 

2dly, The Term World, does ſometimes 
Signify a State, rather than a Place, Region, 
or Building. In this Senſe it refers to the di. 
verlify'd Way of Subſiſtence, which the ſame 
Creatures enjoy ia different Kenn of the U- 
niverſe. Thus it plainly 92 fles a State in 
that famous Text, in which our Saviour de- 
clares Matt. 12. ver. 31ſt. That the Sin of Blaſ- 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall neither be for- 
given in this World, nor in that which is to come. 
That is, neither during the Continuance of the 
Committers of it, in the preſent Scene of our 

8 Ba Souls, 


upon thoſe who are Guilty of this Porrentous 
Crime. a | 805 | PUN] I 
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TI Theological Theory  . 
Souls, and their Incarnate manner of Subſi- 
ſtence; nor in any new Theater, or gradation 
of Conſcious Life, which is reſery'd for Man it 
a remoter Abode, and their future part o 
Duration. For ſome Sins God puniſhes Men! « 
with . Judgments and Diſeaſes here, tho? theſe 

are ſo Sanctify'd to them as to prevent thei 
being Condemn'd, hereafter for them; Thu 
Davids Child muſt die, and David be puniſh” 
by his Death, with a Temporary Grief and Dif- 
appointments, becauſe by that Adulterou 
Iſſue from a Prince ſo Pious, Sauing.in the Caſe 
of Uriah, the Enemies of the Lord had bee 
provoked to blaſpheme; tho? at the ſame time 
God had put away his Sin, and reſoly'd; upo 
the Account of his foreſeen Repentahice, tha 
it ſhoy'd not be imputed to him, in the Eter- 
nal State of his Soul. For other Sins God 
does not always puniſh in this Life, tho? in 
Caſe of final Impenitence he Inevitably pu- 
niſhes in the next: But the Sin of Blaſpbemy 
never paſſes unpuniſd , even in %, Fife ; 
and unleſs Repentance, intervene, *(Suppoſing 
it be Capable to be Repented of Saving) is 
more ſeverely puniſh'd in the Second, and ſtill 
more ſeyerely in the Third Statè of Humane 
Souls, notwithſtanding any Puniſhments that 
have been inflicted in the firſt World of Souls, 


The Word alfo is Capable of thj; Senſe 
without excluding Another, Hebrews the G. ver. 
the 45th, I zs Impoſſible for thoſe that are once 
enliohtned, and have taſted of the Heavenly Gift, 
and were. partakers of the Holy G hoſt „ ana” have 
taſted the Good Word of God, and the Pomers o 
COOL MD the 
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TS Of 4 Plurality of Worlds. 
the World to come; if they ſhall fall away to re- 
nem them again to Repentance. By the World to 
in come, ſome here underſtand not the Iviſible 
World of Souls, but the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
of Religion, in Correſpondence withits mean- 
ing, Chap. the 11. verſ. the 5th. 9 
ir the Powers of the World to come, ſay our Modern 
Interpreters, in ſeeing the Miracles wrought 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the beginning of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation; and it was this 
Circumſtance that render'd the recovery of 
thoſe Apoſtates Morally Impoſlible, becauſe 
they cou'd: not have a brighter Demonſtration 
| of the Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
than they had by being Eye, and Ear-Wit- 
neſſes of the many Miracles which God had 
wrought by the Apoſtles, for the Confirmation 
of their Faith. This I confeſs is a very Pious 
| Explication of this Scripture, and worthy of 
all regard : But according to the fulneſs of 
ſeveral expreſſions in Sacred Writing#? the 
- Paſlages 
of the New Teſtament, have Two or Three 
Senſes at once; where the taking it in one 
Senſe, does not lay down a propoſition, that in» 
volves it in an Inconſiſteney with the Aſſer- 
tions maintain'd thereby, whilſt it is taken in 
other Senſes. Thus here the World to come may 
both ſignify the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and the 
future State of Holy Men withall; ſince they 
who ſaw the Miracles wrqught by the Apoſtles, 
and were once Converted to Chriſtianity by 
that ſight, found ſo great a change wrought 
in themſelves, throughout the whole Frame 
and Temper of their Affections; by the Holy 
Spirit of God; that in the Peace and _— 
9 4 
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f*d Tranſports of their own Minds, they had 
Preſages of the Conſolations of the Righteous 
dead in the Inviſible World; and were rais d 
to ſuch Degrees of Faith, Pler „ and Con- 
tempt of this World, as reſembled , and made 
- bold Approaches tothe Happineſs of Sigbe, and 
the Heavenly Temper, and the Independent 
Subſiſtence of Men in the next. 


Buy Worid alſo we muſt underſtand a State, Luke - 


20. verſes 34. 35, 36. The Children of this World 
Marry, and are given in Marriage: but they which 
ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that World, and 
the Reſurretion from the Dead, neither „ nor 
are given in Marriage; neither can they di 
more, for they are equal unto the Angels, and are 
the Children of God, being the Children of the Re- 
ſurrection. My Reader can't but obſerve here a 
plain Oppoſition of the preſent to the future 
State of Souls. Matth. the 13. ver. 38. We 
meet with this Paſſage, The World is the Held, 
that is, the Field in this Parable figures out 
to you the preſent State of Tryal enjoy'd by 
Men. In like manner it muſt be Interpreted in 
the 39th ver. of this Chap. where we find theſe 


Words, The Harveſt is the End of the World ;_ 


for that Harveſt will put an End, net only to 
the State of Humane Souls, during their Union 
to Corruptible Bodies; but alſo to that State 


_ wherein they live till the General Reſurrection, 


whilſt their Souls are diſlog'd and abſent from 
ſuch Bodies. at 

3dly, The Term World ſometimes denotes a 
Diſpenſation of Religion; for {0 Hebrews the 3d, 
— the 5th, by the World to come is meant 


the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ; when the Apoſtle 
ſays, unto the Angels be hath not put in Subjection 
LS 5 the 
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the World to come , whereof we jpeak This 
World to come is Chriſtsani giſt uiſh'd from 
the Jewiſh Religion, call? the 2d, the 
Word ſpoken by Angels Theſewiſh Diſpenſa- 
tion was fo call'd, becauſe the  Majeſtick pre- 


ſence of God was Tepreſented with great Ter-, 


rour, by an Hoſt of Angels upon Mount Sinah, 
at the giving of the. Law into the Hands of 
Moſes ;, whereas the Chriſtian Law was 1 
ver'd by the perſonal Preachin ng of Chriſt, by 
Ws, Sermons on Sacred Reco and by the 
and Dead Labours of the Apoſtles, after 
t r ad been Viſited on the Day of Pentecoſt, 
with the Supernatural Gifts and Aſſiſtances of 
the Holy Ghoſt. The Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
is call'd the World to come, becauſe it was future 
to the Patriarchs who liv'd before Moſes, and 
to the Deyout Fews, that liv'd after him till 
the Birth of Chriſt, and the Preaching of John 
the B | 
"The Trend World ſeems to be Capable of 
this Senſe, (tho? at the ſame time it admits of 
another conſiſtently with it) in the 3d Chapter 
of St. Pauls Epiſtle to the E 2 ans, ver. the 
rith, as will appear by Reading the Three 
foregoing verſes, ver. the 8th, Unto me, who 
am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace 
given, that I ſhou'd Preach among the Gentiles the 
unſearchable Riches of Chriſt ;, and to make all Men 
Jn + is the Fellowſhip of the Myſtery,which'from 
the beg of the Wirla hath been hid in God, 
who 3 all things by Jeſus Chriſt: to the intent 
me now unto the Principalities and Powers in Hea- 
enly Places might be known by the Church the mani · 
fol Wiſdom of God, prove Sr to the Eternal Pur- 
roſe which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our How ris 
ords 
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A Theological Theory 
Words here rendred according to the Eternal 
purpoſe, are in the Original Greek, Kare Tybds- 
av Toy di6yov, according to the fore-ordination of 
Ares; or according to the fore-ordain'd Series of 
Warld; : By which Worlds or 1855 may be very 
"Conveniently underſtood the ſeveral Diſpenſa- 
tions of the True Religion, which God hath 
been pleas'd to Communicate to Mankind un- 

der the Conduct of the Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, 

before and ſince his Incarnation ; for by 

God's ordaining a Plurality of Worlds in this, 

as well as in other Senſes, the-muaunoixiacs oel 

Set, The manifold or diverſify d Wiſdom of God, 

hath been very Signally diſplay'd; for tho? 

God in theſe laſt Days, wherein, our Happy Lot 
of ſojourning here below is caſt , hath ſpoken 

unto us by his own Son; yet he ſpake unto the Fathers 

(the Predeceſſors of the Faithful) before the 

Birth of Chriſt, in ſundry manners, as well as 

at diverſe times, Hebrews 1. I. But this Topick 

ſhall be Illuſtrated in its due. place, where it 

will be more proper to enlarge upon it. 1575 

The laſt proof I ſhall bring for this Senſe of 


the Word is from the 9 Chapter to the Hebrews, 


verſes 24, 25, 26. Chriſt is. not enter d into the. 
Holy Places made with Hands, which are. the Fi- 
gures of the true, but into Heaven it ſelf; now 
to appear in the preſence of God for us. Nor yet that 
he ſhou'd offer himſelf often,as the High Prieſt enter d 
into the Holy Place every Year, with the Blood of 
others : For then muſt he often have ſuffered ſince 
the Foundation of the World : But now once in the 
end of the World, bath he appear d to put away Sin 
by the Sacrified of himſelf; int avvmex&q my d1dyor, 
our Verſion has it in the End of the World, 
but it may be engliſh'd, i the compleat 
Conſumes 


. 


" + * " 


Conſummation and Period of all Diſpenſations: 
Proofs having been brought for the Three 
firſt given Senſes of the Word World in Scrip- 
ture, which will principally Employ the 
thoughts of my Deſign, I ſhall now produce 
inſtancesof other uſesof this Word there. 
Now 4thly, The Word World ſometimes is 
uſed for the whole Univerſe or Combination 
of Beings, that have been produced by the 
Omnipotence of God. We meet with this 
Senſe of it, 1 Peter 1. 18. Te were not redeem'd 
with Grruptible thing 5,As Silver and Goldifrom your 
vain Converſation receiv'd by Tradition from your 
Fathers; but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as 
of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot ; who 
, was ſore- ordain d before the Foundation of the 
orld. Fe 
Our Bleſſed Lord in his Prayer for his Diſ- 
ciples, a little before his laſt Paſſion uſes this 
Word in ng leſs an extent of Signification, 
St. Johm xvii, ver. 5+ O Father, glorify me with thine 
omn ſelf, with the Glory which I had with thee before 
the World was- | | 
St. Paul uſes it in as Comprehenſive a Lati- 
tude, when he ſpeaks to the Beleivets of the 
Church of Grinth in the following manner, 
All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, or things 
preſent, or things to come, 1 Cor. 3. 22. | 
It may be taken thus in that famous Expoſ- 
tulation, which Chriſt is ſaid to have uſed ſo of- 
ten with his Diſciples, What will it profit a Man 
to gain the whole World and loſe his own Soul ? © 
St. John takes in as much Compaſs in the uſe 
of this Word, in that Hyperbole which concludes 
his Goſpel, Chap. xxl. ver. 25- There are alſo 
2 mam 


other things whith Jeſus did, the which if they 

_— ſhows be written every one, I ſupyoſe that even the 

5 pin it ſelf cou d net contain the Books that ſuou d 
written. As 35 3 Ate 

; ao imac The Word World occurrs in a fifth 

SBenſe, denoting reſtrifively our Syſtem and 

_ the Inhabitants of it. Thus we read, John iii. 

17. Gad ſent not his Son into the World to condemn 

the World; but that the World through him might 

be ſaved: ſo Chap. 1. ver. 9, 10. That was the true 

light, that lighteth every Man that cometh into the 

World. He was in the World, and the World was 

made by him, and the World knew him not. *T were 
an endiefs Task to heap) together all thoſe Paſ Ti 
ſages, in which this Word has evidently the 
_ fame meaning. Hence we read ſo often of the 
Prince of po ory 2 ug prot Nom is the 
Judgment of this World, Now ſhall the Prince of this 

World be caſt out: it may be ſufficient to NN 

Jou to one more, Again the Devil haleth him up 
into an exceeding high Mountain, and ſheweth him 
All the Kingdoms of theWorld,. and the Glory of them: 
and ſaith unto him, all theſe things will I give thee, if the 
thou wilt fall down and worſhip me, Mat. iv. 8, 

Laſtly, In Scripture the i gotten bonours, and 
riches, and 4 of thu Scene, the BEE means = if 
of getting t and the corrupt ex s and cuſ- | 
2 of 7 are character d by the 4 11 
of the World. Among the Innumerable In- W, 
ſtances that may be brought to this purpoſe, 1 1 - 
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mall content my ſelf with theſe few, Job. xv. 18. 3 
. + © Tf the World hate you, ye know that it bated me be- * 
fore it hatgd you ; if ye were of the World, the Mori! 
won d love his own : but becauſe you are not of the |. 
World, but I have choſen you out of the World, 10 
therefore the World hateth you The firſt Bpitle : r 

* 
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b 07 « Ploraliy iel, | oY t 
e e 
Verſe iv. Whatſeever is born of God out ometb the „ 
World, and, this % the Victory that ovevcometh the WW 


World, ties our Faith, ROM. xi. 2. Be % con- Hi * 1 
nnn „ . 11 


car. Il. mg 
Proving « Plurality of | Worlds. : 
Sr. I. 


The gane layi Soom the nd Scheme 


a Plurality o 4 8 in all 
eaſe of Word Worl N 


Aving firſt. laid down i in zeneral all the 
Scripture Senſes of the Word World. 
brought a Competent Number of Proofs x 
2 every one of them in particular, I paſs on to „ 
my next Article of diſcoùrſe, which is to prove WM 
that there is a Plurality of Worlds, in alb the fore- - BN 
mention'd Senſes of the Word. +, = _ 
Now this Proof will be full and compleat, | 
if upon enquiry it ſhall be found to appear 
that, | 


1, There is a Plurality of Viſble or Material ©, 
Worlds ; for that will ke in the Sale Wn *. 3 
Word, wherein it ſignifies a diſtin& Orb, or ' = 
Structure of matter, for the Accommodation of _ = 
a ſet Number of Living Creatures, Z 

zdly, There is 4 Plural; ty of Angelical Worlds,or | 
a Succeſſion of — States fore· ordain d | 
for the Oy Angels, | 

* zdly, 


> rg * A; _ Ms is 4 Plurality . Dillbelica NAS 2 
Ws vg OF ot. 'Succeſſi0n. of different States fore-ordain'd. 
5 5 0 for the fal'n Angels. | : 


Lp ES: . 4thly, There «is a Plurality of Hina Wirlds, 
odr a Succeſſion of diverſe States fore-ordain'd. . 
r the Souls of Men. Theſe Three laſt Plu- 
FF. _ ralities being clearly proved, will effectualiy 


rove a Plurality of Worlds in the uſe of the 
| Word for « State. 8 Ng 
5thly, There is a Plurality o political Worlds, 
in a Confedergted Combination againſt the 1n- 
"en and Glory of the Kingdom of Jeſus : for 
the uſe of the Word World for the Tempta- 
tions and Corrupt Practices and Examples of 
it, will of Courſe fall under our Conſideration 
under this Head. Gan 
6thly, There. id 4 Plurality of Worlds in | \the 
Terreſtrial Sy the em of the Creation ; for this will 
prove it in t Seals of its denoting our fre- 
ent Scene. 
1 That Gus Alminiftr avian of of fhis church 
hath been v uch diverſify d, by his different w 
_ . and de oh aig — 3, ue 8 
for this will prove a Plarality of Worlds in the 
Senſe of a Diſpenſation of true Religion - 11 
Laſtly, That there is an Intellectual Univerſe 
= tn the Infinite Mind of God, as well as a'viſi- 
A Vniverſe, in the Stupendous Maſs of Matter, 
3 and Indefinite Tracts of Space; which are in- 
. 1 in the Sum Total of Syſtems, whereof the 
28 wig Creation. Conſiſts ; for this will prove a 
Plufrality of Worlds even in the Sign 
of an Univerſe. 
| herefore according, to the Syſtem pro- 
KAR ey” 1 ſhall make it ear gd to dx tp Þ 


* * 
4 K 


* 


. > 
3 


* = 3 . 
ane « 


of 4 K of Wt: | 

, * A Plarality of cle or Material Worlds: 3 

1 Aa, A Plurality of Angelica Worlds. * © 

q . A Nurality of Di ical Worlds. 

; , A Plurality of Human Worlds. 

. 5 hy, A Plurality of Diſpenſative or Religion” | - $44 

& nary W Worlds. e 9 

1 Sith ly, A Plurality of Political Worlds, EM, - 

4 © 25 A Plurality of Terreſtrial Worlds. 

ly, A Parley of I Wands 3 

: eee, 2 

r | | h 

4 CHAP. mY ssc. H. 80 

44 4 Plarality of Ve ſible or Material Worlds, 4 1 
Proved * ſeveral Conſs der arions, „„ 

he | — 

ill I . order of thinking prefixd; obllges | % 10 

re- me to prove in this Part of my Work, „ 
i a Plurality o of Viſible or Material Worlds. 


Firſt then, the Diviſion of the Material U>: 
niverſe into ſuch a vaſt, Number of diſtinct 
Qrbs, encourages us to Conclude them peopled 
with diſtinct Sets of Creatures. Tho' every one 
of theſe Orbs in unknomn ways, and by Pipes ih 
and Channels of very ſubtile Matter, may, - 
have ſome Beneficial, or Malignant Influence 
ours,and all the elt that are in being; ass  «.Þþ 
is plain, that the S, Moon and ſeveral other 9 
5 1 Bodies, . evidently have upon the, © | 
Orb we live and breath in. 8 wo Fen 2 "_ 
things may be ſaid to be made for 1 
Service, and Benefit of Man in ſome Ates 3 
even in his preſent ang And tho', notwith-- ge 7 
ſtanding their having ſuch contrariany and 
e een, PH. to _ 3 
t * 
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5 4 Theological Theory * EN 
they have an inſeperahle dependance on one 


another in a general Motion, wherein they con- 
center throughout the whole Expanſion of the 
Univerſe; yet ſince we find that all thoſe Orbs, 
which are diſperſed throughout the Firmament, 
and ſtrike our Sight and Thought with ſo much 
Wonder and Pleaſure, are inacceſſible to the 
Inhabitants of our own ; we cannot, we muſt 
not, Conceive them fram'd meerly for the ſake 
of affording thoſe Conveniences,which we,who 
dwell here, receive from them, either in our 
Mental, or our Animal Capacity. Were we 


the only Perſons intereſted in their Exiſtence 


and Motions, why ſhou'd they all be made fo 
impervious to our Perſons, as they are even the 
neareſt of them? For, our Bodies are entirely 
deny'd acceſs to them, and Thinking gives our 
Ainds but an imperfect, Dream- like preſence in 
them. Why does the Wit of Man in the Stu- 
dy of Aſtronomy find out ſo little certain 


Knowledge of them? Since therefore ſuch In- 


paſſable Gulfs are fixt between their Atmo- 


ſpheres and ours, we have Juſt Gronnds to ap- 


prehend, that all theſe Collections of Matter are 
thus parcell'd out into diſtin& and incommu- 
nicable Regions, and do form thoſe innumera- 
ble beautiful Orbs, for the ſeparate Accommo- 
dation of divers kinds and orders of Creatures, 
or for the reception of the ſame Creatures in 
different States. How unreaſonable is it to 
conceive, that one Orb only, among ſo many 


Thouſands of them, ſhou'd be inhabited, and 


the reſt contain no Creatures able to con- 
template the Works ot God, and to praiſe him 
for his Beneficence ? Men don't build ſtately 


Palaces for the meer pleaſure of gazing, at 


them; 


— 2 + a. — 


22 2 0 


— 
- 


Dory v 02.9% _ 


Cc 


, 1 : 
71 k 
7 * 
9 


4 

O Plaralit of Worlds. - 
tbem: which way then can we obtain of our 
ſelves to conceive, that a Mind, able to pro- 
ject and rear ſuch an amazing number of G 
mical Fabric ks, hou'd bring them into being, on- 
ly to be ſtared at with an imperfect View and 


Theory, by the Eyes and Minds of ſome liv- 


ing Creatures crouded into one of the leaſt 
Orbs of them all. 05 5 
2dly,Not only their Number, but the Bulk and 
Extent of their reſpective Circumferences, make 
it reaſonable to conclude, that they are inhabi- 


ted: they are moſt of them more capacious and 


receptive of Inhabitants than this Orb, and 


without doubt far finer Countries to live in. 
What then need hinder our being perſwaded, 
that they are the reſidence and abode of high- 


er Creatures,than our ſelyes ? or of Men in a 


more improved and advanced Condition? hath 


not the Builder of all things made them all in 
Number Weight and Meaſure? Can we think that 


he, who hath brought ſo many magnificent 


Globes into view,drain'd his Power, or exhau- 


ſted his Counſels and Ideas, in finiſhing thoſe 


structures of poliſt'd Matter; or in furniſh- 
ing out our Earth with proper Inhabitants? 
Let us but obſerve and recollect the vaſt varie- 
ty of Creatures, and the innumerable Grada- 
tions of Life, that appear both upon the Sur- 
face, and in the Bowels of our Earth, and Sea. 
All living Things here are not C-ordinate. The 
Souls that People our Orb, are as diſtant ſome 
from others, and all of them as diſtinguiſhable, 
even the moſt reſembling amongſt themſelves, 
as the lifeleſs Productions and Contents of it; 
there is a prodigious Fecundity of Divine Ideas 
apparent in the Formation of thoſe manifold 
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Claſſes of animated Creatures, which dwell in 
it; and the intermediate Scale and Chain of 


| 4 Theological I 


ſenſitive Beings, that extends from the higheſt 
Soul among Men, to the loweſt dwindling 
Glimpſes of Life, which ſparkle in thoſe Crea- 
tures which Crawl upon the Earth,is of a very 
great Length and Breadth let our thinking be 
never ſo much at a loſs for a competent Varie- 
ty of Creatures throughout all the Diviſions of 
the Univerſe, we have no occaſion to be ſolici- 
tous for the ſucceſs of an infinite Mind in this 


difficult Undertaking. *Tis as eaſy to him to 


people, as to build them; Onmipotence is an un- 


- exhauſtible Fund of Souls, as well as of Matter : 


Innumerable Species of Angels and Men coſt 
him no more trouble, than the innumerable Lu- 


minaries of the Firmament; and if they be de- 


ſtitute of Inhabitants, we ſhall be at a Loſs 


- for the Rules of en e the great Drama, 
f 


and Platform of his Deſigns: Number will then 


ſwallow up Weight and Meaſure in his Works. 
Without theWordof God, no Lilyshad adorn'd 


and perfumed the . Surface of the Earth ; nor 
had any Veins of Silver and Gold, enrich'd 


. the Bowels of it. Now God makes an Orb by 


bare Will and-Word, as ſoon as a Flower; the 
Cherubim and Seraphim, ſtand him in no more 
expence than Spires of Graſs, and Myriads of 
them are made by him with the ſame eaſe as 
One. His vention will never be in pain to find 
out a wanted Species, For he ſpoke, and all 
the Hoſts of Heaven were made ; he Commanded, 


and they were Created ; by his ac 


became Smething at firſt; and all Origina 
Samples of Creatures have Iucreaſed and Mul- 


 riplyd afterwards. But indeed recourſe to God's 


| Om- 
\ * 
x 
J 


” wo pro HP THIEF TISC FR 


* + 
Y 4 © p : / : 
* g 


"IF. ä Of 2 Plurality of Worlds: 


Omnipotence is not abſolutely neceſſary in 


this Affair; for tis very certain that, 

.  3Zdly, Our own Ideas of Gods Works, may 
go a great way towards Peopling the Orbs of 
the Univerſe of the Almighty ; tho' they 
were Ten Thouſand times more Numerous 
than they are alreddy. For indeed the Scale 


of Being, that begins from the Mind of Man, 


and reaches to the higheſt Created Mind that 
can be conceiy'd, (tho? that Mind be not great 
enough to Vye with its Creator) will fill all 


the Glorious Orbs above us with eaſe : but | 


Gods Ideas are as much more Prolific,as they are 
more regular and powerful, than ours. Beſides, 
| 4thly, Let us conſider Good- Angels, Faln- An- 
els, and the Souls of Men ordain'd for three 
ifferent States, and Tranſplantings from 


withal Conſider and Calculate,how many Colo- 
nies of Humane Souls have already been re- 
mov'd hence from the Death of Adam, to our 
own Time; how many in the whole Earth are 
daily removing, and how many more will be 
remov*d from this Interval to the Day of Judg- 
ment; which ( tho? our particular Judgment 
may be near) may not be ſor ſome Thouſands 
of Years; and we ſhall be leſs at a Lofs ſtill 
for ſtocking thoſe Orbs with Dwellers to enjoy 
them, Moreover, h 
* We ought to conſider that there is a 
vaſt diverſity of Order and Dignity among 
the Good-Angels ; nor are all Devils of the 
ſame Figure and Species: Tho”. they are both 
call'd by a General Name of Anpets and Devils, 
in Divine Writ. -For the ſame Scriptures 
diſtribute both the Holy and Apoſtate Angels; 
=O C 3 | 


21 


one Orb to another in Succeſſion; and let us 


into 


a * Theological Theory * 8 
into various Ranks and Claſſes, under the diſtin- 
ction of Thrones, Principalities, Mights, and Do- 
minions Now by that time all theſe Beings 

are diſpoſed of iato Suitable Habitacles and 
Manfions, . the upper Orbs. will not appear ſo 
thin and deſolate of inhabitants, as ſome have 

imagin'd ; whilſt our lower Spot of Gods Crea- 

tion is ſo Full and Populous.. Some Orbs may 

be allotted for Mortal, others for mortal 
Creatures; again, ſome may be appointed for 

Immortal Creatures in their Firf.State ; others 
for them in their Second; and others for their 
Accommodation in their Left, and moſt per- 
fected Condition of their Subſiſtence. Some are 
Orbs of T7yal, others are Orbs of Reward; and 
ſome may be the Priſons and Confinements of 
Condemned Spirits : one Orb differs from ano- 
ther in its uſe,conſider'd as a Receptacle of liv- 
ing Creatures; as one Star differs from another in 
Glory. Infants and Common Chriſtians will not pro- 
bably have Manſions in Common, with Mar- 
tyrs and Cunſeſſors; nor honeſt or diſhoneſt Pa- 
gant, have their dwelling in Common with 
Holy orW icked Patriarchs, Jews and Chriſtians : 
And ſince ſo great a part of thoſeOrbs may be 
Peopled with pure Spirits, and Souls releaſed 
from Bodies; we may be eaſy about the Suita- 
bleneſs of thoſe dwellings, to the Conſtitution 
of the Inhabitants. Spiritsand Souls may dwell, 
where we can't; and 'tis certain they all 
dwell ſome where as well as. we. For tho? 
Spirits and Souls are not ſo Canhn'd to any 
place, as Bodies are, yet they are Confin'd in 
ſome Degree to Place; for the greater perfecti- 
on of thelr Nature beyond what Body doth en- 


„ ey, doth not equal them with God, nor cloath 


them 
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f Plurality of Worlds, - 

them with Ommnipreſence · God may make certain 
Orbs or Tracts. of Space, the Scenes of more 
ſprightly Operations to the higheſt Angels,and 


the Occaſions of more entertaining Ideas to 
them, which no other Orbs can afford them: and 
thus they may be faid to dwell in them, as hu- 


mane Souls do in Bodies, whilſt here upon the 
Earth; tho? at the ſame time they may be pre- 
ſent, in a lower Degree of preſence, by Virtue 


of Thought and Memory in other places. For 
Thought will not be perfectly excluded from any 


place; howevex it does not render thoſe that 


think perfectiy preſent in every place: ſo that eve- 


ry Spiritis more perfectly preſent in ſome place, 
than he is in any other; tho? he is not ſo Nail'd 
down to that place in his Operations, as a Bo- 
dy is confin'd to this or that determinate cir- 
F of Space; nor is an Angel or 
Spirit ſo ſlow in its Motion from Orb to Orb: 


for Souls fly faſter than a Bullet from a Cannon, 


or Rays from the Sun. Every thinking Sub- 
ſtance has Two Sorts of Preſence : One may be 
call'd its Actual; the other its Virtual Preſence. 


The Actual Preſence of a thinking Subſtance h 


anſwers to the Preſence of the Soul of Man, 
in that place where his Body is preſent too: 


The Virtual preſence of a Spirit is like the pre- 


ſence of a Geographer, Or Hiſtorian, in the Indies, 


deſcribing that Place in a Book or Map, whilſt 


he's united to a Body Seated and Breathing in 
France or d. Tis thus that Angels and 


Devils are capable of Local Preſence, and are 
ſaid to inhabit a Country, when they Act and 


Think, and Reſolve, with a larger Sphere of 
Activity, and with more affecting Vehemence, 
In certain Regions than others. Shou'd there- 
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fore ſome Orbs be made of Matter in Motion, 
like the Matter of Metals Melted in a Furnace, 
yet it need not affect thoſe Spirits with the 
ormentful Senſation of Burning, as it wou'd 
our Souls if preſent in them, whilſt united to 
Bodies of Fleſh. Such a circumſtance wou d not 
argue the ſaid Orbs uninhabitable to Spirits of 
an higher Order than our ſelves; nor poſſibly 
to our own Souls, when diſmiſs'd from their 
reſent State; tho' it wou'd argue them un- 
inhabitable to us in the preſent Compoſition of 


our Perſon. God may by the Arbitrary Rules 


of his Sovgreignty make ſuch Globes of Liquid 
Fire, the Receptacles of happy Souls, and Oc- 
caſions of Tranſporting Pleaſure to them: Or 
if they ſhou'd affect thoſe that are confin'd to 
them with the Tormentful Senſation of burn- 
ing, That wou'd not prove them un-inhabited, 
but inhabited by the Criminals of Gods Crea- 
tion. 3 8 
Nay further, 6thly, There may be ſeveral 
ſorts of Souls en to Bodies, but not like 
ours, nor ſo affected by their Bodies as ours are; 


ſince the Intercourſe, which is conſtantly held 


between the Paſſions of the Soul and the Act- 


ings of the Body, ſeems rather to be of an 
Arbitrary Inſtitution, than to ariſe from any 
neceſſary Relation between the Ideas and Poſitions 
of the Soul, and the Temper and Ations of the 
Body. All Configurations of Matter don't Con- 
ſtitute Fleſh, nor is all Fleſh of the fame kind; 
for -there is one kind of . of Birds, another of 
Fiſhes, another of Beaſts : In like manner every 
Compoſition of matter, or even of Fleſh, Uni- 
ted to a Created Mind, does not Conſtitute 
Humanity: Nor do every Mind and Body * 
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f a Plaralityof Worlds. 25 
ted together, neceſſarily feel the ſame mutual 
diverſified Reaction one upon the other, as the 

Mind and the Body of a Man do find in them- - 
ſelves, under certain diverſified Sates, Tempers, 
and Motions, in the one and in the other. 

| Wherefore we may very well ſuppoſe ſome 

| Orbs ſtock'd with Minds join'd to animated 

| Structures of Matter, without ſuppoſing Pre- 
adamites, or Men living in the Moon and other 
Planets, as we do upon the Earth; becauſe 

; they may be join'd to one another upon diffe- 

. rent Terms of Union, and Laws of Sympathy, 

| and reciprocal Operation, from what we ex- 

- 

) 


"; 15 


perience paſſing in our ſelves. Upon the Bo- 
dies of ſome Creatures compounded of Mind 
and Matter, Fire may make as agreeable an 
Impreſſion, as fine Air, and ferene Gales of 
Wind, or the moderate Heat of the Sun, do 
make upon the Bodies of Men. Wherefore a 
certain famous Author does not at all confute 
or overthrow what Jam endeavouring to eſta- 
bliſh upon a Rock; tho' he ſhould have the 
good luck to hit right in his Conjectures con- 
cerning the Planetary Worlds, when he ſaith 
that this Water of our Earth would in Saturn 
and Jupiter be frozen up immediately, and in 
Venus and Mercury it would be evaporated ; 
and concludes that every Planer muſt have its 
Waters of ſuch a Temper, as to be proportion- 
ed to its Heat. My aſſertion ſits very firm, 
and will make a very good ſhift to live, tho? 
Fupiter's or Saturn's Waters be of ſuch a Na- 
ture, or not of ſuch a Nature, as not to be 
liable to Froſt ; and whether the Waters of 
Venus and Mercury be capable, or uncapable of 
being eaſtly evaporated by the Sun. We need 
PALE "2" 
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26 A Theological Theory _ 
not be hard put to it for People in all the 
Orbs of Heaven; tho' -poſlibly the Heat of the 
Sun be nine times greater in Mercury,than with 
us ; and *tis twice as hot in Yenw, as with us; 
and the Light and Heat in Mars be ſometimes 
in two, and ſometimes in three Degrees leſs, 
than in ours. If Jupiter ſhould have but the 
five and twentieth Part of the Light and 
Heat, that we receive from the Sun, and Saturn 
but the hundredth Part; yet according to the 
Scheme laid down 1n thiſe Papers, it neither of 
them need want Inhabitants. In like manner, 

neither the Moon, nor the Satellites moving a- 
bout Saturn and Jupiter, ſhall deſpair of being 
peopled; tho' ſome Selenographies will not al- 
low them Seas, or Rivers, or Clouds, or At- 
moſpheres, or Vapours, or any kind of Wa- 

ters. What tho? the time of Light and Dark- 
neſs there, be equal to fifteen of our Days; yet 
their Conſtitution,in any part of the Lunar Pla- 
net, defends them compleatly from being burnt 
up in the longeſt Days; and thoſe who live un- 
der the very Poles of it need not be pinched to 
Death with Cold; as our Whalefiſners are about 
Iſeland or Nova Zembla in the Summer time. 
Nor would Summers and Winters of fifteen 

Vears length, render the Moons or Satellites of 
Saturn uninhabitable to Creatures, ſo and ſo 
conſtituted, at the ſame time as it may render 
them uninhabitable to our ſelves, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate and temperament of our Perſons. 

l am very free to grant that the Stars ( ſup- 
poſing they be not inhabited, ) may be of great 
Benefit and Uſefulneſs to the World, without 
aſcribing Aſtrological Influences to them; ſince * 
they ſerve to keep the circumjacent Air 85 0 
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f a Plarality of Worlds. IT. 
Ether in Motion, which otherwiſe would con- 
geal or ſtagnate; and to maintain that perpe- 
tual. Circulation of fluid Matter, which paſſes 
from Orb to Orb thro” the Univerſe, and gives 
Life to all things. Tis hence that we have fo ' 
much Light conſtantly. ſupplied at the ſame 
time, as ſo much ſeems to be waſted : Never- 
theleſs, theſe and many other wiſe ends of 
God in creating them, may be anſwered. as 
well, if they are inhabited, as if they were not 
| inhabited: their being inhabited makes them 
| capable of anſwering many more gracious De- 
ſigns, than if they were not inhabited. Our 
| Knowledge of the Satellites hath aſſiſted us to 
rectify Geography, and to determine the Long- 
| itude of Places: but this Benefit receiv*d'from 
them, under the Notion of their-not being in- 
habited, contracts our Contemplation of Pro- 
vidence ; whereas nothing, on the contrary, 
does more enlarge our Admiration of God, 
than the Belief of their being fill'd with many 
Hoſts of thinking Subſtances ſeated in them 
in diverſified Circumſtances, and glorifying and 
ſerving God with a vaſt Variety of Specifick and 
Perſonal Faculties. Let not therefore, the Habi- 
tableneſs of other Orbs ſtand or fall in our Con- 
ceptions, by their Agreeableneſs or Diſagree- 
ableneſs to our Make and State. The Habitable- 
neſs ofan Orb is not grounded in its being a- 
greeable to every, or to our Specifick Cunſtitu- 
tion of Nature; but in its being agreeable to the 
Frame and Nature of the Beings, planted by 
Providence in this or that determinate Orb. 
There are Orbs habitable to Good Angels, 
whick would not be ſo to Bad Ones: there are 
Orbs habitable to the Separate Souls of the or 
ooh : bebe —_—_ 
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which would not be ſo to the ſame Souls, whilſt 


Join'd to organiz'd Structures of Fleſh. By what 


particular Beings theſe and thoſe particular 


Orbs are inhabited, we know not; but this we 
know, that every Orb is ſo framed and con- 
trived by God, as to be an ior se,, a ſuta- 


ble Dwelling-place to the Beings appointed to 


dwell in them; juſt as in St. Fudes Phraſe, the 
Place and State in which the fallen Angels were 


firſt planted, was ſuch to them. Upon this 


foot the Propoſition, which I propoſed to prove, 
ſtands firm. 


As therefore in our Teyraqueors Globe, we ſee 


every Element Land, Waters and Air, full of 


living Ereatures, adapted in the Make of their 
Bodies to the Medium they are to breath in: 


Jo we may with ſound Reaſon preſume, that all 


the Regions and Diviſions of the Material Uni- 
Creatures, ſo conſtituted in their Reſpective 


verſe are repleniſh'd with Hoſts of Intellectual 
Natures, as to be proper to be ſettled in ſome 


of them for a longer Or ſhorter Tratt of Time; in 
others of them for ever. All which Beings and 
Worlds inhabited by them are placed in a moſt 


beautiful Arrangement. Hence God by the 


Prophet J7/azah is ſo. often ſtyled, the Lord of 


Hoſts : Hence his Character ſhines ſo bright, 
ut 


not only as he is a God Glorious in Holyneſs ; 


. atres, the Bounds w 


alſo as fearful, (or venerable) in the Praiſes of 


Thouſands of Thouſands, and Ten'thouſand 
times ten thouſands of underſtanding Crea- 
tres; and, as Poe Wonders in ſpacious The- 

ereof cannot be aſſigned, 


and the Number whereof cannot be computed; 


but by his own infinite and all-comprehending 


Mind. 
: Thus 
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alone we know, that God is infinitely Wiſe, 


and infinitely Powerful, and of exuberant 


Goodneſs in all his Works and Proceedings: 
And a Serious conſideration of the ſaid infinite 
Power and Wiſdom of God; added to our Ob- 
ſervation of the Number, Situation, and Bulk 


of the Heavenly Orbs, has obliged us to be- 


lieve that there are Conſcious Beings reſidin 
in them z doing Honour to his Holineſs, an 
Vindiftive Juſtice in ſome of them, by the Tor- 


menting Puniſhments which they undergo for 
their impenitent Sinfulneſsina foregoing State; 


or doing Honour to his Goodneſs and Mercy 


in others of them by the Rewards, which they. .. 
there receive for Dutiful , Thankful and 


Faithful improvements of the Talents in a 


former State; or elſe fitting themſelves for 


a State of Recompences in a Probationary Ca- 
pacity. But we Chriſtians have an higher 
Light, and a ſurer Guide to walk by; and 


that is the Reveal'd Will and Word of God, 


to which we ought to attend with all diligent 


Care and profoundeſt Reverence. Wherefore 


let us Examine thoſe Holy Books: Let usſearch 
and try, whether ſuch a Multitude of Worlds 
can be any where found, among the Contents 
of theſe Life-giving Oracles of God. 


Thus far Reaſon hathdirected us: By its Help 
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UR Souls hereafter will Travel into new 
and more perfect States of Being, where 


they will have a more delightful and familiar 


» 
— 
CY 


Proſpect of the Stupendous Fabricks which God 
hath erected. In the mean while we muſt ac- 
uieſce in ſeeing them thro? Teleſcopes : But 
ome Glaſſes are better than others: The 
Glaſs of Reaſon and Gods Works here below, 
give us ſome fainter Glympſes of them; but 
the Glaſs of Gods Word is Truer and Exacter 
in the diſcoveries it makes of them. This 
repreſents them more-Numerous, than either 
the bare Eye of the Body, or of the Mind 
or of both together, could have found out; an 
ſhews them füll of Glorious Inhabitants. /-For 


as we read in the Ancient Book of Job, Is there 


Number of his Armies ? And again we rea 


in one of the Prophets; He brings forth his Hoſts 


without Number: And as the Number of them 


there appears to be Ten Thouſand times Ten 


Thouſand, and Thouſands of Thouſands, and to 
vye with the Drops of the Ocean, and the 
Sands of the Sea-Shore : ſo their Splendour and 
Power is not inferiour to their Number; for 
they ſhine bright as the Stars inhabited by 


them, and their Species and ſeveral Kinds 
bear the Character of Afghts, Principalities and 
Dominiont. Dignity is Stamp'd and Written 
upon the very Names of moſt of the Ord 
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f 4 Plarality of Worlds. 3C 
by which they are diſtinguiſh'd among the. 
ſelves ; and tho' all Heavens are Stately Strut. _ 
tures, yet ſome are more Auguſt and Spaci- 

ous than others: For we read of the Heaven 
- WM of Heavens; P/al148:4- And,Heavenrin che ple. 
ral is a more uſual expreſſion, than Heaven in 4 
the Singular Number; ſome will be, and ſome i | 
will not be diſſolved: Some will decay, and o- 49 
thers will be ;mprov'd, enlarg d and perfefted : „4 
For there are Comets and Planets, as well as i 
fixed Stars. Tis ſo with the Beings planted 14 
in them. All the Sons of God, are not the Sons - 8 
of the Morning + Angels, like Stars, differ from i" 
one another in Glory : They differ thus by - 
their Standing, by their State, by their Native J þ 
and Acquired Luſtre: And God giveth to every 3 
Order, and to every Perſon among them, their 4 
reſpective Differences, as it pleaſeth him. E? 
very Specific and Perſonal Characteriſtic of Eni- 
nence among them, throughout all their Claſſes, * + 
redounds to the Glory of that Supreme Mind, _ 
who rules in the Armies of Heaven and Earth, * 
and is the Authour of, not only their Bein, 
but of their Illuſtrious Graces and Endow-—- oo | 
ments. 4 
In his ſight the Splendideſt Heavens are un- 
clean: but the moſt obſcnre Orb in the Uni- 
verſe deſerves our obſervance, and is an ample 
Theatre of Inſtruction and Divine Amuſement 
to our Thoughts. For tho' God dwells Incir- 
cled in a Light, which no Being can approach; 
et he humbleth himſelf to behold and fuper 
intend the leaſt of all the Heavens; yea our 
Earth it ſelf, with a dyed and watchful inſpecti- 
on; and there is n Orb, wherein the Works 
and Wonders of his Providence are not great 
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3 marvellous, and well worth our foquicti 
2 : 12 the Events and Oeconomy of them, 
r as we can know them; tho' they are © Vi | 
1 - ſearchab e and paſt our finding out cu pop 
du, by our moſt laborious and 8 ed Re- 
* rches. What may be known by devoùt, mo- 
1 A and diligent Conſultation of the Bible, 
4 will richly reward the 1 * of our Studies. 
IT ” 8 Tho? me; Higheſt 5 d the Pureſt Angels 
2 8 ſtand charg' d re God with Defetts and 
pity, and oe Evil ones appear ſtain'd with 
- Folly ; >. both ſorts of the Fre m are uſeful Objects of 
al 


ei —.— and Faith to us, and ropoſed 
__ to our Notice, for our Spiritual Benefit in the 
= : , Sacred Records. The Perſecutions of the good, 
_ and the Fall of the bad Angels, are mention'd 


in them for our Inſtruction: Our Devotion, 


* Fur Humility, our Charity, and our Hope,, 
—_ 3; be very much improved by ſerious Medi. 
= "tations upon the various 8 inhabited 

dy them, and the Diverſity of their State in 
| * _ . different Orbs, and during the different parts 
© - df their Stay and Duration in them. With 
1 this View, and with this good Deſi gn, let us 
I conſider the particular Texts, which prove 

aud illuſtrate "he fore-conceiv'd Plurality of 
| ' : EY £5 Habitable Orbs. 
A And firſt, let us take Notice of the menti- 

_- on of a plurality of Worlds, in the two firſt 
vberſes of the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 

Hebrews. God who at 15 times, and in divers 
| manners, ſpake i in time paſt unto the Father: by the 
' Prophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken. unto us by 
his Syn; whom he hath n Heir of all things, 
by whom alſo he made the Now to know, 

yhat ſort of Worlds theſ are; whether in- 
A  habited 


 lical Worlds; which area Noble part of them: 


rity of Chrift, Is 
and withal the Supreme Power and Command. 
which he exerciſeth over all the Hoſt and He-. 
rarchies of them. The Worlds therefore, Whick 
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* Of « Plaraliy of Wo 
haditedo 2 EY 4 225 read e 
verſ. , who being the brightneſs of his Glory, 

e. bf. his Parſon, and Upholdi 

| Mrd of his Power, when he had 
by himſelf prov d our Sins, Sat down on the. Right © 
band of the Majeſty on High , Being made ſo murh 
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the Expreſs. I. 


better than the Angel: 3 as li bath by hiheritante © 


obtain d a more excellent Name than they. The 
Apoſtle here makes it his buſineſs to deſcribe 
the excellency of our Saviour's .Perſon, and 
roves him a Divine Perſon from the 14 
extent of his Duration and Dominion; this he . 
makes to appear, fypm bis Creating and Pres 
ſerving of all, and conſequently of the Ange 


For *tis thence, that he Concludes.the Superio- 
to the Angels themſelves; naß 


were made, and are ſtill upheld by C, are 
not deſolate Chaſms, or iniſ-ſhapen- Maſſes af 


Matter; nor well turn'd and Regular Orbs of 
it without Inhabitants; but Beautiful and e 


pulous Coſms, ſtock'd with proper Complements 


of Noble Creatares. And for our furthen 
Satisfaction in this matter, the Aſagin of our ; . 
Engliſh Bibles, refers us to, Col. 1. 16. a 4 


Synonimous Paſſage of Scripture, proper to 
Iluftrate this, under our immediate Confideras 
tion; for there St. Paul ſpeaks upon the ſame 


Topic, and with the ſame deſign in his Eye afs 


ter this manner; by him, (namely Chriſt, call d 

before the [mage of the Inviſible God, and the 
firſt- Born of every Creature) were all things 8 | 
that art in Heaven, aud that are in Earth; viſe. 
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ble and inviſible whether they be Thrones, or Do- 

minions, or Principalities, or Powers ; all thing. 

were Created by him, and for him And he is 
fore all things, and by him all things Gonſiſt : And 
" be #s the Head of the Body, the Church; who i: 
the Begining, the firſt-Born from the Dead, that 
in all things be might have the Pre-eminence. For it 
pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
- awell, and (having made Peace through the Blood 
of the Croſs) by him to reconcile all things unto him- 
ſelf 5, by him I ſay, whether on be things in Earth, 
or things in Heaven : The diſtribution here of 
things into things in Heaven, and things in Earth, 
plainly implies the Heavens peopled, as well 
as the Earth: The oppoſition of Vſible to In- 
viſible things, does as plainly argue, that ſome 
Orbs are peopled with Smple Spirits, and o- 
thers with Spirits joyn'd to Bodies of different 
Kinds : The diſt inction of Thrones and Domini- 
ont, and among ſimple Spirits, is an Argument 
of Inferiority and Superiority among theſe 
ſimple Spirits: In ſhort, it proves that there 
are Claſſes of Hierarchies among the Inhabi- 
tants of the Heavenly Regions. By the things 
in Heaven, reconciled unto the Father by the Groſs 
of Chriſt, may be underſtood the then depar- 
ted Souls of the Faithful, planted in ſeveral of 
the Heayenly Orbs. FE TO 
Again, 24ly, In the Eleventh Chapter of 
the Epiſtle to- the Hebrews , and the Third 
verſe, we find this Ample Proof of a Plurali- 
ty of habitable Orbs. Tyro Faith we under- 
ftand, that theWorlds were fram'd by the Word of 
God, ſo that things which are ſeen, were not made 
of things which do appear. The meaning of which 
Words is, as follows; Thoſe Orbs above,whoſe 
of | 4 | 
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Surfaces ſtrike the Eye of our Bodies, were: 
(as ſurely as our own Orb, and the Viſible Pro, 
ductions and Contents of it,) ſtruck into the 
Senſible Being they now enjoy, out of the Ener- 
getic Ideas and perfections of the Omaipotent 
Deity : Tho' theſe Ideas and Pertections of 
God are not eau, things that affect or fall 
upon the Organs of our groſſer Senſations; 
but are the pure Objects of Mind, and can be 
ſeen and contemplated; only by the Eye of an 
Underſtanding Principle: Tis the Underſtand- 
ing of Man dwelling in. this World, and the 
| Underſtanding. of Angels and other Spirits 
plac'd in Superiour Worlds, that in different 
Degrees of Knowledge are acquainted with 
the Number, Diſtance , Bulk, Situation, Form, 
and Motions of all: thoſe Orbicular Bodies of 
Matter, which God hath ſo wonderfully Eſta- 
bliſh'd in Seas of Ether; that tho? they are ſur- 
x rounded with Interſpers'd Voids, want no Pil- 
- 
$ 


lars to keep them from falling, and to ſupport 
the Compactneſs of their Frame, and the 
Regularity of their Courſes, and Reſpective 
Situations : The Beings alſo, which inhabit | 
them; their ſeveral States and Grcumſtancet; 
r the Polity and Adminiſtration, to which they are 
ſubject, are known and diſcern'd by Faith, and 
not by Sight. Our Eye cannot ſee them, as we 
do Princes and Potentates., Or the Courts and 
Palaces of the Earth : But the Mind by Faith 
ſees the God, that made them; the Angels and 
Tranſlated Souls, that dwell in them; and the 
Spring and the Treaſures of Knowledge; 
Wiſdem and Joy, wherein thoſe Nobler Scenes 
abound. 8 N ; 2 „ 
| 3 | „ I \ 
5 41 3dly, In 


A Theological Theory © 
3dly, In the 1ſt. Chap. to the Oloſ. ver. 26. 
we read of the Myſtery, which hath been bid from 
Ages, and from Generations, but is now made mani- 
feſt to the Sairits The Words rendred from 
es, in the Greek are 4 , d:avwy, Which 
may be Tranſlated from Worlds : Now cer: 
tainly in this Place by Worlds, muſt be meant 
' Worlds inhabited by Cinſcious and Intellectual Be- 
ings 3 for ſuch Worlds, 1 humbly conceive, are 
more concern'd in the Concealment and Re- 
velation of Myſteries, than Ages, or uninhabi- 
ted Orbs of Matter. | 
-  4thly, St. Pauls's Thankſgiving, Eph. 1. 3. 
muſt not be here 6ver look'd. Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
Bleſſed us with all Spiritual Bleſſings, in Heavenly 
Places in Chriſt; For as this Text ſhews clearly 
the Dominion and Soveraignty of Chriſt over 
thoſe Places, and the Inhabitants of them; (for 
thence he ſends Good Angels, by turns to be 
Miniſtring Spirits unto the Heirs of Salvati- 
on:) ſo alſo it ſhews that we have an Intereſt 
in thoſe Regions, not only by the Miniſtry of 
Angels viſiting us, and Conveying Bleſſings 
from thoſe Places to us; but poſſibly more- 
over by our being Ordain'd to Co-habit with 
thoſe Miniſtring Spirits hereafter; in the fu- 
ture Travels of our departed Souls; provided 
we die in the Lord, that is, Denizons of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, and under his Favour and Protecti- 
On. | 


The ſame Phraſe, S mis inveaviog , Oc: 


curs again in the 2oth ver. of this Chap. He 
rais d him from the Dead, and ſet him at his own 
Right hand, in the Heavenly Places; far above 
all Principality and Power, and Might and Domnini- 
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Name that is Named, not only in 


on, and ev 

this World, butalſo in that which js to come: By 
World here it ſeems neceſſary to underſtand 4 
Kate and the meaning of the place may be 
this ; God, ſince Chriſꝭs Reſurrection from the 
Dead, hath exalted his Son Jeſus, even in his 
Humane and Mediatorial Capacity , above all 
Ranks of Angels whatſoever, (for in his Di- 


vine and Eternal Capacity, He was above them 
before; ) not only in their Preſent Degrees of 
Glory, but alſo in thoſe future States that are 


reſerv'd for them in a vaſt Variety of Orbs, 


wherein they ſhall be perfected, and reach far 


higher Degrees of Splendour and Accompliſh- 
ments. In whatever Auguſt Manſions, they 
are already planted, or ſhall] be hereafter plant- 
ed; all the Angels, even thoſe of the moſt Reſ- 
plendent Orders,do now pay Homageto Chriſt, 
and obſerve his Commands. He is their So- 
veraign, not only as G0, but as Man too. 
5thly, There is another Noble Clauſe in this 
Epiſtle, which deſerves our peculiar Animad- 
verſion : Eph. ii. iv. God, who is Rich in Mercy, 
for his great Love wherewith, he loved us, even 
when we were Dead in Sins, bath quickned us toge- 
ther with Chriſt, and hath rais'd us up together, and 
made us fit together in Heavenly Places in Chriſt 
Jeſus + That in the Ages to come, he might ſhew the 
exceeding Riches of his Grace, m his kindneſs to- 
wards us, thro Chriſt Jeſus. The Greek Words 
iy mis did tmpyopors, here rendred in Ages to 
come, might have been rendred in Worlds to 
come. What are thoſe Worlds to come? but 
the Receptacles of the Souls of Good Men, 
when they are ſeparated from their Terreſtri- 


al Bodies; which Receptacles, without doubt, 
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A Theological Theory 
were then already built and prepared for 
them. However, becauſe they were not then 

already inhabited by thoſe Souls of the Hu- 
- mane Claſs, to whom the Apoſtle directed his 
Diſcourſe, they are call'd Worlds to come; the 
alterations of State, they have now long ſince 
experienc'd in them, were at that time future 
to them: Further, in thoſe Worlds to come, 
were included the Receptacles of Men ; when 
their feparate Souls ſhall be.reunited to their 
Bodies, Recompacted ont of that Original 
Duſt, into which the firſt Death had diſſol- 
y'd them. Theſe latter Receptacles of Hu- 
mane Souls, may poſſibly not be already built: 


If ſo, they be call'd Worlds to come, not on- 


ly becauſe the Ste, to be experienc'd by An- 
gels and Souls in them were future ; but even 
becauſe the very Fabrics of their Final Manſi- 
ons, both were then, and ſtill are future to 
theni now. In both theſe Worlds, we ſhall fit 
together with Chriſtin Heavenly Places : In 
both theſe Worlds, but more in the Larrer 
Than in the Former of the two, we ſhall have 


a more Thankful and Delightful Senſe of the 


Amazing Love of Chriſt to our Souls, than 


we can poſſibly have in our preſent State of 
Reſidence : Then we ſhall ſee more clear] 


and more tranſportingly, the Great and Gract- 


ons Effects of Chriſts Redemption upon all the 
Worlds of Holy Angels, and of 'Holy Men. 
© 6thly, The Words which our Engliſh Verſi- 
on Tranſlates from the beginning of the World, in 
the Third Chap. and Ninth ver. of this Epi- 
Me, being in the Greek am my die may 

be rendred from 'Worlds : That is, ever ſince 
any World was made: Ever fince the firſt 3 
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_ Of a Plur of Worlds. 0 

r all the Worlds, that God hath Fram'd, was 

n Created; proyided the Prepoſition a m be here ta. 

- be taken in the . Senſe of time: For then the 
8 meaning is, that this Myſterious Tranſactiön 

e ot Divine Providence, was reſolved upon by 

e God, ever ſince He Created Senſibhie Worlds by 
e Jeſus Chriſt; tho' not fully Reveal'd to Men 
e, or Afigels, till the carnation of Chriſt : But 


n £m may be taken in the common uſe of it; and 
is by this Myſtery's being hidden from Worlds, we 
ul are inform'd that the Inhabitants of no Worlds 

I had ſuch knowledge of this Myſtery, before 

u. the Incarnation of Chriſt; neither the Souls 

2 of Holy Patriarchs deceas d; nor the Angels 

n- of the earlieſt and moſt exalted Creations, did 


n- know ſo much of it then, as Good Men upon 
en Earth did, after the Birth of Chriſt : Then they, 
ſi as well as we, had a fuller mmunic ation and Diſ- 
to covery of this Myſtery, and were partakers 
fit with us in the Intellectual and Moral Pleaſure, 
In which was the reſult of the ſaid diſcovery : 
cr And indeed this latter Interpretation is very 


ve much favoured by the Words that fallow, at 
he the 1oth ver. To the intent that now unto the Prin- 

an cipalities 4nd Powers in Heavenly. Places, might 

of 22 by the Church, the manifold Wiſdom of 

1 | G | | | 8 | „ | 

x Thus alſo at the 11th yer. this Expreſſion, 

he Ka p” wy «1% (tho? in our Verſion *tis 


en. Tranſlated, according to the Eternal Purpoſe) 
i- might have been Engliſh'd, according to the fore- 
in diſpoſal of Worlds, which he fore-ordain'd in 
pi- Chriſt Jeſys our Lord, that is, according to 
ay the Series, Order and regular Adminiſtration of 
ce all Worlds, by which God proceeds in the 
of Government of his Creatures. He might re- 
Nen We” 7 | D 4 | Ga ' veal 
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A Theological Theory 
veal this Myſtery, firſt to the Elder, next to the 
Tater Creations : Firſt to Angels of the Higheſt 
| Order, afterwards to another, and ſo, gradually 
to Spirits and Suls of the loweſt Order, and 
under their meaneſt diſpenſation. And this 
Myſtery might then be reveal'd to all in a 
 *®manner at once, but in different Degrees of 
Light, according to the different Dignity of 
the Inhabitants of every World, and the 
Diverſity of their more or leſs perfect diſpen- 
ſations of Religion: For as long as the Glory 
of the Bleſſed Angels or Men, continues in- 
creaſing; ſo lonꝑ, their Knowledge of God, and 
Acquaintance with him is, I doubt not, increa- 
ſing too; and conſequently with that Divine 
Knowledge of God, and his Works, and Pro- 
vidence, their Diſpenſation of Religion grows 
Brighter and Brighter with a Spreading Reful- 
gency, till it ſhall arrive to Perſect Day. By 
this as wel] as other Ordinances of Providence, 
God appears infinitely Wiſe, and * Juſt, and 
Good, and Wonderful in all the Characters of 
his Syſtems: For this Multiformity in the Worlds 
Created by him, and his Manifeſtations of his 
Soveraignty over them, is Uniform iti Beauty: 
An Equilibrious Conformity of Holineſs, Cen- 
tres in the purpoſes of all his Reſolves about 
them; and in due courſe'of time, ſhines viſi- 
bly to Created Minds, throughout the intire 
Circulation of all his various Oeconomies of 
them. G9, b1y CUE n 
.* 7thly, Tis a Remarkable Queſtion to our 
purpoſe, which our Bleſſed Lord puts to Nice- 
demus, Joh. iii. xt. If I have told you eartMy 
things, and ye believe not, how ſhall ye believes i; 
T tell you of Heavenly things? me — 
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Of Plurality of Worlds. 
| poſed here to mt iniyaa, ſeems to denote Scenes, 
and Tranſactions in the Worlds above , not bare- 
ly Heavenly Subjects; for Regeneration, the Sub- 


ject then diſcourſtd upon, was of that ſort; as 


if he had ſaid, if what I now ſay e 


a Change to be undergone here in this World, 


does ſo much ſtartle and ſurprize you, how 
will you be able to bear the diſcovery of great- 
er Changes undergone by Angels and Saints in 
Orbs, and States at a 2 diſtance from 
you? There are more Amazing Revolutions 
experienc'd by Spirits and Souls, in Worlds 
above and below; than that of a Second Birth, 
taken either in a Carnal or a Spiritual Senſe. To 


this give me leave to add, that the wre} mat 


ſpoken of, Chap. xiy. 2. theſe many Manſions 
Tay, muſt allude to a Buulrttude 7 — 
bs | 


Moreoyer, 83hly, Te 2 didrev I Cr. 2. 
| Vii. may as well, or better be rendred before the 
Worlds, as before Ages. In the 8. Chap. ver. v. 
the Apoſtle obſerves, There be that are called 
Gods, whether in Heaven or iy Earth; as there be 


Gods many and Lords many: implying that, there 


are Monarchs among Angels, Good and Bad, 
as well as among Men; and poſſibly amon 
* departed Souls too in the Celeftial Orbs, as we 


read of Rulers. Over Five, and Ten Cities, Luke 
XIX. XVit, xix. as alſo of others, that ſit 


Thrones judging the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael : Lake 


xxii. xxx. Some of thoſe Monarchs may have 
whole Worlds Subordinate to their Govern- 
ment. ; 3 


In like manner, othh, St. Paul in his 2d Epiſt. 


to the Grinthians, 5. 8. ſpeaks of Death, 2 
* 6". 2 5 2 | ' . * er 


as among the Imbodied Souls of Men; for we 


4¹ 


9 8 I” *«Y 
7 
1 *. 4 " 
N 1 


| A Theological Theory 
der the Notion of the Souls Travelling out of 
the Body; intimating, that when our Souls 
ſhall leave theſe Bodies, they will in their Paſ- 
ſage to their allotted Harbours ſee many 
Worlds diſtinctly, which now they know only 
by Faith. I need not add here ſome other 
Proofs, which I have produced from Scripture 
before, where I have Stated the various Scrip- 
ture-Senſes of the Word World. 5 
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Some Thouehts concerning 4 Plaxality of 
a IDES: © ard 


Hat there were Good. and Bad Angels in 

| Being, before Man was Created, I think 

all do allow, and that theſe Angels had a State 
of Tryal of a long duration, antecedent to the 

State wherein both ſorts of themare at preſent, 

fall be prov'd (God willing) from the Writ. 

ings of St. = St. Jude, when I come to 

Y 
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Treat of Anpelical and Diabolical Worlds. 
Hence we find, that when MAN was to be 
made, the Holy Trinitydid enter into ſo Solemn 
a Conſultation : Gen. 1.26. Let us make Man | 
In our Image, after our likeneſs, and let them have | 
Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
Fowl of the Air, and over the Cattle, and over 

all the Earth, and over every creeping thing, that 
creepeth upon the Earth: As if it had been ſaid; 

this Earth, as well as the Orbs of the elder Crea- | 
tion, ſhall be inhabited by Creatures capable 

of ferving and glorifying their Maker,” with 


— 
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be made.- * 


the Sons of God ſhouted for Joy. 
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Of «Phurality of Worlds, 
a Spiritual and Rational ſervice : They alſo 
ſhall have an Ar, of Soveraingty ; for many o- 


ther Creatures ſhall be plac'd in Subjection to 
them: Man ſhall be King of this New Paradiſe, 


as Angels have been of Old ones. 


The faPn Angels by their Apoſtacy, had 
emptied” the Angelical Creation of a conſidera- 
ble Number of 1 This was matter 


of Grief to the Loyal and Holy part of them: 


So many Thrones and Dignities made yoid, 
could not be filPd up among themſelves, by 
Creatures not allow'd to multiply their Kind: 
The Devils, who fell from them, heartily wiſh'd 
that they might never be enjoy?d by the Inhabi- 
tantsof a New Creation; and nothing torment- 
ed Beings of ſo Exvious a Temper as-theirs 
more than the ſight of our Creation, as ſoon as 
ere it began to emerge out of Chaos into Furm 
and Order. Hence we read, Joh. viii. 44. that 
the Devil was 4 Murderer from the begin- 
ning ; àrEñd̃ voc, a Slayer of Humane Creatures, 
in his wiſhes and endeavours; 4 dexis, from 
the beginning, even when our World began to 
But it rejoyc'd the Holy Angels, as much as 
it griev'> the Devils,toſeeour Creation begun; 
as appears from the Words of God himſelf to 
his afflicted Servant Job, Chap. 38.4, 5, 6, 7. 
IV here waſt thou, when I laid the Foundations of the 
Earth'? declare, | thou haſt underſtanding. 248 
© Who hath laid the meaſures thereof, if thou know-- 
eſt, or who hath ſtretched the Line upon it? 
 Whereupon are the Foundations thereof faſtned ? 
or who laid the Corner-Stone thereof ? HY, 
Men the Maorning-Stars ſang together, and all 
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A Theological ' Theory © 
As I never could read thisScripture without 
an extaſie, ſo, whenever I read it, I cannot 
bring my ſelf to believe, that God began to be 
a Creator ſo late, as five Thoaſand fix Hun- 
dred and Sixty Years ſrnce, (ſuppoſing ou 
common Computation of the beginning o 
our World be true,) or in ſhort, whenever he 


began to form this Syſtem. ?Tis true, Senſib/a 


and Material Creations, whenever, or how 
long ſoever ſince made, muſt imply God to 
have become a Creator of. ſuch Creations in 
time z and tho? Millions of Years multiplied by 
Millions be aſſign'd for the Æra of Gods 
firſt Creation of Viſible Wortds ; yet ſtill there 
is the ſame Difficulty (that 1s to ſay, no more 
than there is Modeſty) in that famous Queſtion, 

did God become 4 Creator ſo late? for with 
God Bilions and Trilions of Years are as one 
Day; they are but a Day compar'd with his 
own Eternity: And therefore I do not ſee any 
neceſlity of lajkig dowa this Poſition, of Gods 
Creating Worlds long before ours, in order to 
vindicate his Honour, when aſſaulted by the 
Senſeleſs Cavils of Impudent Infidels. No, 
the Great Mind, who (if he Created, Material 
Creations at all) muſt neceſſarily Create them 
in time, began to Create them at the propereſt 
time; whether he began ſix Thouſand, or ſix 
Thouſand times ſix Thouſand Vears ago: Be- 
cauſe any time, that he preferr'd for the begin- 
ning of ſuch a Work, muſt be the propereſt. 
His meer preference of it declares and proves 
it ſo. In his own Ideas he has been a Creator, 
ever ſince he was a God; that is, from all 
Eternity, and without beginning: Thoſe 
Worlds within are more Glorious, thin the 


Worlds 


Of 4 Plurality of Worlds. 

Worlds without himſelf. Many Thouſands of 
Worlds cannot add to his own Intrinſic excel- 
lency, any more than one; nor did the Elder 
Contribute more than Latterly Creations to his 
Happineſs: But nevertheleſs his Extrinfic and 
Manifeftative Glory, (which is ſupported by the 
Ideas that finite Minds have of him) ſeems to 
be much morg enlarg'd by a Plurality of Worlds 
and Creations, than by either a Single World, 
or a Single Creation; and if it be true in Fact, 
that there is a Plurality of both, God hath 
Ordain'd a Plurality of both, for very Wiſe 
Reaſons. His Intrinſic Glory ſuffers nothing 
by the Enlargement of his Extrinſie Glory ; 
tho” the former ſtands not in need of the latter 
to ſupport it : And his extrinſic Glory had been 
greater than we can expreſs, without any o- 
ther Creation than that wich ſes deſcrihes. 
But tho" (if God had thought fit) any one 
.Creation, and conſequently that alone which 
Moſes deſcribes, had been ſufficient to manifeſt 
his Glory to us ; yet it does not follow, that 
he hath not manifeſted his Glory farther by 
other Creations; and it may ſtill be true that 
he hath done ſo, without detracting from the 


45 


Moſaic Creation. Moſes Writes nothing about 


the Creation of Angels ; yet notwithſtanding 
his filence upon that Subject, we believe that 
they had a beginning, and were all Created 
together by the ſame God, who made the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, © mention'd in the firſt 
Chap. of Gen. For, the Pſalmiſts tells us, Pf. 
civ. 4. He maketh his Angels Spirits, and his 
Miniſters a Flaming Fire. MS 10S 
If therefore other Scriptures, and ſeveral 
Tenets contain'd in them, do plaialy imply 
t 


I Theologiedt Ibn; 

that N were in Being, before our World 
was made, and had gone thro? ſome. varieties 

of State, and Experience before thenzwhy ſhould 
we be backward to believe it, only becauſe 
Aoſes gives us no ſolemn account of the time, 
and other Circumſtances of Gods Creation of 
Angels and Argelical Orbs as alſo of the Re- 
markable Occurrences that paſs'd in their 
World, before the Creation of ours? He might 
indeed, if he had thought fit, have made all 
the Angels and all the Orbs which they inha- 
bit, at once, in an inſtant: For Mord and Mill is 
Work to God, and the moſt Stupendous Pro- 
ductions appear at his Command, as ſoon as 
the leaſt effects of his Power. But can we be- 
lieve that God, who allotted the Solemnity of 
Six Days for + the Creating our Heavens and 
the Earth, and tie firſt Samples of their In- 
habitants, Created Angels with no Solemnity? 
might we not more reaſonably think that dif- 
ferent Ranks and Orders of them, were Crea- 
ted in different Succeſſions of time, tho? all 
Angels of the ſame Order were created to- 
gether ? Beſides, granting them to be all Crea- 
ted in an inſtant; How ſhall we find time for 
that State of Trial, which the Contents of 
the New Teſtament do all along ſuppoſe to be 
expir'd, not only to particular Angels, hut to 
ſeveral' whole Claſſes of them, before Man 


was Created, without ſuppoſing a Plurality of 


Creations? Was their Paradiſiacal State, the 
State of a Moment? or can we think that like 
the untimely Fruit of a Woman, it never ſaw 
any Sun? No Interpreter of, or Commentator 
upon the Hiſtory of Ae, ever ſhew'd fo 
Superſtitions a Reverence for the Letter Ls 
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Of a Plurality of Worlds. 


his Writings, as toScruple to take it for gran- 
ted, that the Serpent, which Chap. iii. 1. 1 Paid 


to be more Subtil than any Beaſt of the Field, was 
4 fan Angel, who had aſſumed the form of 
that Beaſt. Now this fal'n Angel was in one 
State at that time; and had been in another 


State before then: Muſt no conſiderable 


47 


Tract of time be allow'd for all this change of 


State and Circumſtances among the Angels? 
Does not this very part of the Hiſtory em- 


bolden us to conceive Angels Created before 
Men? Can we think that an Angel turn'd Se- 


ducer, as ſoon as ever he was made? God 


made Angels, but he made no Devils 3 tho 
ſome of them made themſelves ſuch. But to 
return from Moſes to Job; by the Morning Stars 
in the place appeal'd to not long ſince, St. Ba- 
ſil, St. Coryſoſtom , Gregory, Naxianzen, Philo- 
ponus, Olympiodorus, St. Hilary, St. Jerome, St. Am- 
broſe, John Damaſcene, Iſidore, Beda, and Caf- 
ſian do underſtand the Holy Angels: And 
they declare it as their Sentiment, that this 
9 does ſuppoſe them Created a long time 
re the Creation, which Adoſes deſcribes. 
And truely, they had a great deal of Reaſon to 
think fo : For what elſe was the Occaſion of all 
that Joy, which they are ſaid there to expreſs 
at the Creation of this World ? It could notbe 
ſure to ſee themſelves juſt come into Being 
with this Syſtem, and about 3, 4, or 5 days 
old: The very Deſcription of their Joy, 47 
es them poſleſs'd of Exiſtence and Life of a 
ong ſtandiag. Why then did they rejoice ſo 
much to ſee our World built? Had not they 
ſeen Nobler Orbs of Gods framing of old ? yes, 
but in this Orb new-form'd Creatures were to 


be 


A Theological Theory 4 
be planted for a while, in order to be ttain'd 
up for their Heavenly Orbs, and in future 
times to fill up the Vacancies, and repair the 
Deſolations, that for ſome time had been made 
in thoſe Worlds of Glory. God ſeems by an 
p ute Predeſtination of Grace, to have provi- 
ded that a certain Colony of Human Creatures 
ſhall be ſo unerringly educated, under the Di- 
ſcipline of the Holy-Ghoſt, as at length to be 
fitted for the deſerted Stations of fal'n Angels, 
and to fill up the Original Number of the 
Inhabitants of every Angelical World. 
Nevertheleſs, others beſides theſe, by a On- 
ditional Predeſtination of Grace, may prepare 
themſelves for lower Seats in the Angelical 
Worlds; or for higher Seats in the Inferiour 
Worlds of Glory. Twas for this Proſpect, 
that the Heavens of the Holy Angels reſoun- 
ded with ſuch Triumphant Shouts. of Joy; 
when the Heavens and the Earth of our Sy- 
ſtem firſt made their appearance, and. put on 
their Virgin-Robes of Light. But my Enlarge- 
ment upon theſe Subjects, muſt be reſery'd 
for another Place. Wherefore ] proceed to 
ſome other Paſlages of ' Scripture , whence 
we may diſcern a Plurality of Creations. 

Now, the ſingle Epiſtle of St. Paul to the 
Romans, ſupplys us with ſeveral intimations 
to our purpoſe. For Firſt, the 20th ver. of 
the firſt Chap. favours this Aſſertion very 
much, as will Frome by diſſecting the Original 
Text: In our Verſion it ſtands thus. The 
Irviſible things of him from the Geation of the 
World, are clearly ſeen; being underſtood by. the 
things that are made; the Greek is as follows; 
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0 a Plurdlity of Worlds, 


yorueres knflogdra: 5 d db, duTyy for his per- 


feltions, L Power and God-head ] which can't be 
diſcerned by the Eye of the Body, v uriouas vi 


ever ſince thi” Creation of the Univerſe, vobſura, he- 


ing purely and carefully contemplated by the Mind, 


hee rat, are intellettually ſeen, Tois awuiuan, by 


the ſeveral Syſtems that he hath made. As the 


ſight of a well-compos'd Poem, Written or 
Printed, in a fair Character, ſhews the Wit 
and judgment of ſome Poet, who conceived it 
in his Mind; and the Writing or Impreſſion 
of it, is an Argument that there is ſome Ar- 
tiſt, who can Write and Print: So every Syſtem 
of Orbs in the Univerſe, by the adjuſted Bulk, 


the ee ee Number, the Decent 
Poſition, ani 


Concentrick Motions of them 
ſhews ſuch a Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, 
as can reſide in nothing inferiour to Deity- A 
contemplative Perſon may eaſily Trace fexible 


Characters of C.anipotence, and other Perfe- 
ctions of an Infinite Extent, in every diſtinct 
Conſtruction of Orbs, throughout the Circuit 


of the whole World. 


The next Paſſage in this Book, that makes 


for a Plurality of Creations, is found at the 
twenty Second Verſe of the Eighth Chapter 
know,that thewhole Creation groaneth, and travail- 
eth together in Pain until now. Here 24 i ane, 


may be rendred, every Creation; and that it had 


better have been ſo Engliſf'd, will, L humbly” Gy 


conceive, appear, by conſidering the Context, 
as far back as from the Eighteenth Verſe. For 
rec ton that the Sufferings of this une times are 
not worthy to be compared with the 
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Glory that ſhall 


be revealed in us; tis uds, among ft us. ed RE th 
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igth, For the earneſt expettation of the Crenture, 
is ane, [| of this Creation, J waiteth for the 
W of the Sons of Gl. 

.-20th, For the Geature, L this Creation J was 
made ſubject to Vanity, not willingly, L not of its 
own accord: 7] but by reaſon of him, who hath ſub- 
jetted the ſame in hope. - 


„* 
* 


21ſt, Becauſe the Creature it ſelf. alſo, '% dun} 


z nns, [ even this ſelf ſame Creation, with- 
out excepting the very inanimate part of it, J 
all be delivered from the Bondage of 247 tion, 
= the glorious Liberty of the Children of God. 
22d, For we know, that the whole Creation Leve- 
ty Creation as well as this, J groaneth and tra- 
vaileth together in Pain until now; that is, every 
Syſtem, as well as ours, has Orbs of Diſho- 
nour in it at preſent, for the Confinement of 


obſtinate Tranſgreſſours, in their ſeveral Crea- 


tions; and thoſe Dutiful Creatures amongſt 
them, which inhabit the Orbs of Honour in 
them, are not yet in ſo perfect a ſtate, as is de- 


ſign'd for them, when the very Orbs them 


ſelves ſhall be beautified with New Splendor 
and Imbeliſhments; and therefore, by a Fi- 
gure, they may be ſaid to long to diſcharge 
themſelves of ſome of their Inhabitants, that 


are to be puniſh'd for a while in Hell: Nay, 


and to part with the beſt of their Inhabitants 
for a while, in order to receive them again in- 
to themſelves, in a more.flouriſhing Condition, 
after they ſhall have been Purified; and New- 
Caſt, by the laſt Conflagration. Accordingly, 
the beſt of their Inhabitants do long for that 
Change, which will render them intirely per- 
fect : They are in Eaſe and Bliſs, but they 
wiſh for more Glory; becauſe thoſe Priſoners of 
3 | "Ml 
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| „ (as one of the 4/46 elegantly calls 


them,) know that God, hath ordained them . 


for it. There is a Paſſage in the ſecond Book 
of Eſdras, Chap. iv. v. 42. which may help to 


illuſtrate the -Scripture under our - preſent 


View. I the Grave, | the World or State of 


the Dead J the Chambers of Souls are like the 
* Womb of a Woman : For like as a Woman that 


travaileth, maketh haſte to eſcape the neceſſi 22 | 


of the Travail Even ſo do theſe Places 
zo deliver thoſe things, that are committed 
to them. It may not be amiſs to look back 


upon the 35th, to the 38th Verſe. Did not 


the Souls of the Righteous ask Queſtions of 


theſe things in their Chambers, ſaying , How 
long ' ſhall J hope on this Faſhion ? com- 
peo the Fruit of the Floor of our Reward ? And 
unto theſe things Uriel the Archangel gave them 
Anſwer, and aid; Even when the number of 


Seeds is filled in you: For he hath weighed ke 


World in a Ballance : By Meaſure hath be 
meaſured the. Times, and. Number hath -the 
numbered the Times, and he. doth not move 
| 2 ; ſtir them, until the ſaid Meaſure be ful- 
E 
# Moreover, The Thirty ninth Vette of this 
Chapter ſeems to make uſe of the Word «ria, 
in the ſenſe of a O ation; I am perſwaded (faith 


our Apoſtle, there) that neither Death, nor Life, 
nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor 


2535 preſent, nor Things to come, nor Heighth, 
nor 


epth, nor any other Greature „ n xrhag 
iries, L nor any other Creation J (for the 
Terms Heighth and Depth are not ſo intelligible 
of Perſons, 2 eg wh, and Places) ſhall ſeparate 
us . the Lov ae, is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
| Lord © 
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| Lord: Which in effect is to ſay, 1 am fully ſa- 
_ tisfied, that in every part of our future Life 


and State, and in whatever Regions and Sy- 
ſtems of the Univerſe our Souls ſhall be caſt, 
we ſhall be ſenſible in all of them, of the Love 


of God thro' Chriſt, and ſtill for ever remain 


under the delightful Care and Government of 


Feſus, the Potent Mediator between God and 


Agreeably hereunto, our Bleſſed Saviour is 
called, Col. i. 15+ The Firſt-born of every Creature, 
f ene Arlon, the Firſt-born of every Cre- 
ation. Chriſt therefore in a Divine Capacity, 
was not only before Abraham; or before the 
Formation of our Earth : But before eyery 
Creation whatſoever ; whether there were 
one. or more, before our Syſtem was made. 

The Word *Tiax, is capable of the ſame 


- Verſjon, Heb. iv. 13. Neither is there any Crea- 
ture, that is not manifeſt in his ſight. I ſhould ra- 


ther render it, There is not a.Creation obſcure, he- 
fore him: by a Creation, underſtanding a Con- 
ſtruftion of Orbs, created at the ſame time, 


and ſtocked with Collections of Creatures, 


adapted to the ſtate of the ſeveral Orbs, and 


the Purpoſes for which they were ordained, in 


the Multifarious Counſels of God. 


* 


But this Opinion, of a Plurality of Creati- 
ons, is built upon another Argument, taken 


from the Phraſe, evo. a wv, eternal Times : 
It occurs more than once, 2 Tim. i. 9. S ei- 
vn alia, who hath ſaved us, and call d us with 
an Holy Calling; not according to our Works, but 


according to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was. 


given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began, 


e xeoraydiariay, before eternal Times. So alſo, 


Titus 


— 


\ i 
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Of « Plurality of Worlds. 
Titus i. 2. In hope of eternal Life, which God that 
camot lie, 8 before the World began, ve 
Xeron d tolo, before eternal Times. Once more, 
wy XVI. 25. 2 to him, that is of Power to eſta- 
_bliſh you according to my Goſpel, and the preachin 
of 22 Chriſt, 1 Ka the Tee of = 
98 was kept ſecret ſince the World began. 
- My Tr. the Phraſe in this place, will 
ſerve for an explication of it in all thsother 
Citations. Now the Greek for theſe Engliſh 
Words, Which was kept Secret ſince the World be- 
gan, is, X/2/v0s dvi c,, that is, con- 
cealed throughout eternal Times. This Aſſertion 
muſt relate to Beings created before Men : the 


loweſt ſenſe of the Word, eee, muſt denote 


Times, the 'Beginning whereof cannot be 
aſſigned by either the Perſon, Writing, or 
thoſe to whom he wrote. But the Times ſince 
the Moſaic Creation,were computable by both. 
The Word, 4%, when applied to paſt Du- 
ration, need not ſignifie abſolutely interminable, 
in the ſenſe of being without beginning, unleſs 
when it is applied to God; but interminable to 
our Underſtanding, as being unable to find out, 
when ſuch a-Thing, Seaſon, World, or Di- 
ſpenſation, to which it is applied, did begin: 
And this in the Places juſt cited, muſt be the 
meaning of %ezv0 d161101 Eternal Times or Sea- 
ſons. | | 


In our Language it ſounds as an inconſiſtent - 


Contradiction, but not in the Greek; for there, 
it readily appears to expreſs all times, that 
have bin throughout the whole paſt Duration; 
of all the Eons, that is, of all the Syſtems which 
God hath made, and erected out of 

different times; and of all the Diſpenſations, 
| 5 and 


nothing, at 
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and various Polities and Adminiſtrations, 


' whereby God hath governed the Inhabitants of 


— 


the Spirit of God in thoſe promiſcuous Senſes, 


them all: For they were all fore-ordain'd in a 
beautiful Series and Variety, and ſuperintend- 
ed and overruled by him. For the Atjeftive 


a , may ſometimes, when joined to cer- 


tain Subſtantives, partake of the extenſive 


meaning of the Word, A, from which it is 


derived, which ſometimes ſignifies a World, 
ſometimes an Age, and ſometimes a Dsſp _ 
on; and perhaps, ſuch a Word is applied by 


becauſe thoſe Worlds were all built by one and 
the ſame God, and all the Diſpenſations 
thereof are alſo adminiſtred by him in diffe- 
rent Seaſons, and both began to be in diffe- 
rent Portions, and are to remain in different 
Proportions of Duration, © Ps 
ear did: G, when applied to fu- 
ture Duration, may be granted to ſignifie, con- 
tinuing throughout all the Eons, or Diſpenſations 
of the Invincible Worlds, that are to be entred 


by the Perſons, of whom the Writer is ſpeak- 


ing. Now whether they may have an end in 
God's Foreſight, we may not know from this 
Word, tho? they have no end in our Fore- 


knowledge. But if the Doctrine of the Eter- 


nity of Hell-Torments, did depend upon the 
meaning of the Word d,, as without 
doubt it doth not, no Man cnuld rationally 
preſume to live in a Courſe of Preſumptuous 
{inning ; for the future Revolution of Souls in 
Invifible Worlds, may as certainly be foreſeen 
to have no end in God's Omniſcience, as *tis 
out of the Power of our Underſtanding to aſ- 
ſign Bounds to them: For as their being Inter- 
3 wc ++ 858 * 63 3 , . * 0 minable 


Of 4 Plurality of Worlds. 
minable to us, does not argue them Intermi- 
able to God: So their being Interminable to 
us, does not prove that they are not In- 
terminable to God. And yet the Sinner upon 
that foot , would, have but an horrendous 


View of Extinction of Conſcious Being at laſt, 


after his tormentful Puniſhments had been pro- 


trated to a Revolution of Ages; that it 


would turn his Head, and rend his Heart aſun- 
der, to think of them beforehand, or to Com- 
pute them, if they could be Computed. 


However, Other Scriptures, which call the 


Final Torment of the Wicked, 4 Fire that will 
never be quench'd, and a Worm that never dies; 
do ſufficiently prove both the future Duration 
of the Wicked, and their Torments in it, to 
be Eternal in the Senſe of an abſolute Extent 
of Futurity. And conſequently that the Term, 


«ds , when applied to their Puniſhment in 


- 
# * 
* 
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a Future State, muſt ſignifie abſolutely Eter- - 


nal: That it doth ſometimes ſignify ſo, is ap- 


parent from St. Paul's uſe of the Word, 2 Cor. 
v. 1. for there 4 e mia, an Eternal Taber- 
nacle or Dwelling, is oppoſed to an Houſe. or 
Habitacle, that can be diſſolved. . 

But notwithſtanding all the foremention'd 


Proofs alledged out of the Scripture, I am ſtill. 


aware of its being ohjected, that this Opinion 
of a Plurality of Creations, ſeems to run coun- 
ter to the Account, which Moſes gives of the 


Greation of the Heaven and the Earth in the 


Space of ſix Days: For tho''the Creation of 
Angels is not expreſly mentioned there; yet 


the Creation of the Stars is mentioned in 


the Work of the fourth Day ; for we read, 
Gen. i. 16. that God then made the Sars alſo, 
| E 4 : Nays 
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Nay farther, it is added at the firſt Verſe of 


the ſecond Chapter, Thus the Heavens, and the 
Earth were finiſhed, and ' all the Hoſt of them: 

Whence moſt Perſons conclude, that the Cre- 

ation whereof doſes gives an account, was, a 


*  Om-creation of all things at once; and conſe- 


- quently, that both the Angels and the Orbs 
inhabited by them, were created at the ſame. . 

time with our Heaven and Earth. = 
| Now, Not to repeat what hath been ſaid by 


Mr. Whiſton and Mr. Wirty, upon this Subject: 
I ſhall content my ſelf with theſe following 
Obſervations. n 


© 


Firſt, The Talmudiſfs obſerve, that there are 


ſeven. Names of Heaven, yet the Word Scha- 
maim occurrs oftneſt in Sci ipture; which is a 
Word of the Dual Number and ſeems, in their 
Judgment, to intimate a diſtinction of the 
Heavens, into thoſe made long before our 
Earth, and others made with it. There are 
Heavens within the Veil, beyond our Sight, 
in the very Surfaces of their Orbs, which were 


typified by the Holy of Holies in the Jewiſh. 


Temple; and there are others, on this fide the 
Veil, within our View; and thus, God ſtreteh- 
eth out the Heavens as 4 Curtain, 11a. xl. 22. 


. Secondly, The Ahſaic Creation may take in, 
not only thoſe Orbs which are called the Pla- 
nets, but all the Stars in our Sight; and yet 


there may have been Structures beyond them, 
inhabited by Angels of every Order, a long 


while before any Angels of any Order left their 
allotted Stations, and apoſtatiz d from God. 
| God's Viſible Works ought no more to 7 50 
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fin'd within the narrow Horizon of our Sight, 
than his {viſible ones. 


Thirdly, By all the Haſts of the Heavens, re- 
ferr'd to in the Hiſtory of A4ſes, may be 
meant all the fallen Angels, which were then 
thruſt down into thoſe lower Regions of the 
Air; and all thoſe Colonies of Good Angels, 
which Miniſter to ſome Souls out of Bodies, 


and to others in Bodies here below, by turns, 


paſſing from Orb to Orb, backward and for- 
ward, at different times; in fore-allotted Cour- 


ſes 3 tho” all thoſe Beings were created before 


this Syſtem : and therefore, this- Text need 
not imply, that they were juſt created at that 
time. Our Creation being, at that time, the 
laſt of God's Creations, all of them might be 
ſaid to be finiſhed with ours, tho' ſome of 
them were finiſt'd long before in their 


Struftures. However, they were not perfected 


commenſurately, with the Series of God's ex- 
tenſive Decrees, before our Syſtem was built; 
5 and there were made ſome Samples, at leaſt, 
1 of all the Species of Creatures that ſhould live 
5 in the ſeveral Regions of it; becauſe in the 


Architect of the Univerſe, all thoſe more 
Magnificent Fabricks had ſome relation to ours, 
before it was built, and ours to their Syſtem, 
after it was built; The Inhabitants” of thoſe 
higher-Orbs,have Franſactions with the Inha- 
hitants of theſe lower ones; neither will they 
be per fected, or have gone thro all their Diſ- 
penſations of State and Religions, till the In- 
habitants of ours have done fo. too. 
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A Theological Theory 
And as upon the foreſaid Account, this Ex- 
preſſion, all the Hoſts of them, may take in An- 
gels of both ſorts, without affirming them to 
=. be then brought freſh into Being: So it may, 
* by Anticipation, take in the ſeparate Souls oſ 
Men, planted in ſome of theſe as their Recep- 
tacles, without ſuppoſing them in a State of 
Pre- exiſtence, and tho? they were created, lon 
after theſe Orbs were made: For Moſes penn 
| this Hiſtory, when there were ſeveral Souls of 
x Men planted there, over and above the Num- 
| ber of Souls included in the whole Antediluvian | 
| woos of Men; for Death reigned from Adam ro Wl Ge 
Moſes. Fil 
Io vindicate this Explanation of the fore- no 
85 cited Scripture, it may not be amiſs to pro- to 
duce a Paſſage in this very Hiſtory, wherein the We 
Letter of the Text muſt be interpreted with an 
ſome Keſtriction implied, thoꝰ not expreſs?d. At Wl fu 
the ſecond and third Verſes of the ſecond Chap- Il to 
ter of Geneſis, we find theſe Words. Aud on cli 
the ſeventh Day, God ended his Work which he had {e 
made, and he reſted on the ſeventh Day, from all to 
his Work which he had made. And God bleſſed the Ce 
ſeventh Day, and ſanctiſied it, becauſe that in it A 
be had reſted from all his Work, which God created OL 
and made. By all bis Work here, muſt be under- fe 
ſtood, only that Work which the Sacred Hi- * 
ſtorian had been giving an account of in the W 
_ firſt Chapter; as appears by the fourth Verſe: D 
For altho* the Words of that Sctipture, at 01 
firſt reading, ſeem to contain an univerſal ſy 
Propoſition ; yet our Bleſſed Lord plainly aſ- th 
”, , fyres us, that they muſt not be ſo underſtood, ſe 
. but with a qualifying Limitation, in that re- 80 
F markable Saying of his to the Jews, St. Jolm 7 
| | Fe. 17. 
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Of 4 Plarality of Worlds. „ | 
v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Be- 1 
ſides, who- ever doubted, notwithſtanding tat nm 
Scripture in Geneſis, that God daily creates 
vaſt Numbers of new Souls of ſeveral Sorts; or 
that he will hereafter create new Heavens,and 
a new Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs will 
dwell as ſecurely, as Iniquity abounds in our 
Earth at preſent ? for ſo we read, 2 Per. ii. 13. 
Nevertheleſs we, according to his Promiſe, look for 
new Heavens and a new- Earth, wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs. | 2 . 

And as the Three firſt u ws in the Book of | 
Geneſis, muſt not be underſtood to aſſert, that N 
God then ceaſed to be a Creator: So they need 
not be underſtood to aſſert, that he then began 
to be a Creator. The Letter of Hiſtorical, as 
well as other Scriptures, muſt be underſtood, 
and interpreted with due Reſtrictions, and i 
ſuch a way as to illuſtrate God's Glory, an 
to reconcile one part of Divine Writ moſt 
clearly with another: And if there be any 
ſeeming, Oppoſition, Moſes ought to give way 
to Chriſt, and the Letter to the Spirit, in our 
Comments upon the Old and New Teſtament: 

And they who obſerye this Rule, with Religi- 
ous Caution and Reverence, tho* they may of- 
fer New Illuſtrations of Old Texts and Old 
Truths, cannot fairly be cenſured as Perſons, | | 
who wreſt the Scriptures to their own. — 
Deſtruction, or to the Subverſion of the Faith =_— 
once delivered to the Saints. And ſuch Cen- 
ſures are ſtil] more unreaſonable, provided Or- 
thodoxy ſits more firm, upon the ſaid really or 
ſeemingly New Illuſtrations of) ſome particular 
Scriptures, than it does, upon more modiſh and 
received Interpretations of them, 
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CHAP. Iv. L 


The Doftrine of 4 Pl uli of Worlds, pr roved 
ſerviceable to the —— 255 Pratt 
tal Divinity. | 


LL Subjects and Sperulations in Theology, 
conſidered purely as a Science, ought to 
be very much valued, and deſerve to be ſet in 
a true Light,for the Benefit of different Claſſes 
of Devout Perſons, according to their different 
Genius, Wants, and Capacities. Holy Da- 
vid's Temper, without the Penetration of a 
Solomon, makes every Thing, that a well-diſ- 


sd Perſon ſees or hears, a Divine Subject to 


im; and finds Moral and Theological In- 
ſtruction, in all the Works and. Productions of 
Nature, in all the Occurrences of Life, and in 


all the Tranſactions of Buſineſs and Converſe : 


Nevertheleſs, as among Divine Subjects, ſome 
are more Sublime and Sera open: So they are 
more Practical, and Fruitful in Edifying Infe- 
rences, than others. Of this kind is the Subject 


that now employs our Meditation. This will 


appear, if we conſider ed 


Eft, It promotes in us an habitual Frame 
and Spirit of Devotion. 

Secondly, Tis a great Preſervative againſt 
committing Sin, and diſpoſes us to the Pra- 
Rice of the moſt ſolemn OT; for Sins 
e I | 
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c aPlurality of Worlds. 
Thirdly, It hath an excellent Tendency, both 
to prevent and ſuppreſs the prevalence of Pride 
and Vanity. g | | . 
Fourthly, It ſhews the Beauty of Beneficence, 
and is a quickuing Spur to the Practice of it. 
Hfibiy, It eſtabliſheth, and enlivens our Faith 
4 and Hope, by male cpm: Fogg Belief of both 
the Immortality of our Souls, and of the Re- 


ſurrection of our Bodies; and ſupplies us witk 


ſtrong Conſolations againſt the Fear of Death. 
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„ S:xthly, Tis an ingxhauſtible fund of Hea- 
o venh-mindne ſa, and gives Life and Luſtre to 
in our Meditations upon Divine Subjects. 

es Seventhly, It manifeſts the ſuper-eminent ex- 
it cellency of the Perſon of Chriſt, and excites in 
Ius the moſt generous Principles of Gratitude to- 
11 ports us with Patience und 

4 ghthly, It ſu us with Patience under 
Troäble and a 5 us a ſolid and unaffected 
Contempt of the World. 7 

pf 3 Z 
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5  prov'd to the furtherance of Devotion. 


Ure and undefiled Devotion towards God, 
is what every Ghriſtian ought to aſpire 
after : for it gives a Divine Tincture ad. Com- 
plexion to our Souls; it hallows our Paſſions ; 
it chears the Heart with a foretaſt of ſome of 
12 the Cluſters of the heavenly Canaan, even here 


15 upon Earth; and gives us an habitual Tran- 


quillity of Mind. In ſhort, it gives us a rs 
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3 of a Divine Nature. ö i In ä 
* To be Devout, is a far higher Attainment, 
than to repeat Prayers, or to ſing Hymns and 
_ Pfalms, with ſome tranſient attention to what 
we are repeating or chaunting. It conſiſts of 
an awful Senſe of God's Omnipotente at all 
times, and in a more recollected Attentiveneſs 
of Mind, to the ſanctifying Influences of God's 
Spirit, and of more fervent Deſires of them, 
whilſt we are performing the outward Duties 
| of Piety. The Grace of Devotion well found- 
_— -*. ed in the Heart, implies in it ſuch a ſway and 
=: tendency towards God; as prefers him before 
_ all other Objects of Deſire, and Subjects of 
Thought: It makes us think moſtly upon him, 
and with moſt Pleaſure upon him too: It turns 
our Eye ſo intently towards God in our Con- 
duct, as to make him run more or leſs in all our 
Thoughts, and incites us to do every Thing 
to his Glor x. 
- To ſpeak in St. Peter's Phraſe, I ſanfti- 
fries the Lord God in our Hearts; that is, 
it gives God a ſeparate and diſtinguiſh'd A- 
partment; in all the Powers of our thinking 
Subſtance. Our Underſtanding, when enlight- 
ned by Devotion, employs it ſelf with moſt 
Reverence and Care, and. with the greateſt 
Frequency and Delight, upon the Perfections 
of God's exalted Majeſty, upon the Effects and 
Atchievements of his Power, upon the Proofs 
and Tranſactions of his Providence, and upon 
the Revelations and Diſcoveries of his Holy 
Will and Laws. In like manner, the Afe&:- 
__ © ens of a Devout Soul, do exert themſelves with 
the moſt ſprightly Emotions towards ot 
„ . ; Os 
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Nothing is fear d, ſo much as hisWrath and Ju- 


ſtice by the Devout; nothing admired with ſo 
d gn, eſteem, as his Manifeſtations of 
is Preſence, Attributes, and Glory ; nothing 


deſired ſomuch, as aſſuring Tokens of his Fa- 


your ; nothing beloy'd with ſuch Ardour and 
Bxtaſy,as his Glorious and All-excellent Being. 
Devotion alſo renders thoſe who are animated 
with its Divine Temper, ſolicitous to know, 
God's Commands, and to obſerve them ac- 


cording to the beſt of that Light and Strength, 


which God is pleaſed to impart; Moreover, it 


makes them importunate in Prayer, for an in- 


creaſe of Spiritual Knowledge and Power, that 
they may be Wiſe, Active, and Indefatigable in 
the Srevice of God, and a Conſcientious Per- 
formance of Religious Duties. It gives the Appre- 
henſion a ready and quick Senſe of the Mercies, 
which God beſtows upon us; the Judgment,a cu- 


rious and diſtinguiſhing Taſte,in weighing and 


diſcerning the different Value of them; the Ad- 
mory, a faithful and retentive Recollection of 
them; and the reſolving and executive Powers of 
the Soul, a Vein of carefulneſs to improve 
them : So that. it transforms and new-moulds 


the whole inner Man, and actuates the main 


part of the Behaviour of the outer one: 


Now in this, the Eſſence and Spirit of Reli- 


gious Thankfulneſs for Mercies, doth conſiſt. 


Devotion, moreover, diſpoſes us for Repen- 


tance for our Sins, and perfects it too; as well 


as our Gratitude for the Bleſſings which we re-' , 


ceive from Heaven: For it makes our Sorrow 


and Contrition ſincerely Godly, and productive 
of a Repentance not to be repented of: For no 


abhorrence of Sin is ſo Evangelical, as that 


: 
F 


which 


Gs Thich 
mit of Sin: Bat nothing ſhews that ſo diſtints 

IVx, as an <nllightned Kuowledge and Love of 
by this; the Malignity of every thing: contrary 


and fet-the: ways. . | 
vevyer conſſdered him; ovithdat being afraid z 
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moſt affęcking Wanner. By this Spirit of Devoe 
tion, Enoch walked with: God; Abrabam was his 


Friend 4: Jacek / ad him 3: -Mofes, talk'd with 


him; David was. Man after his own Heart, 
2 him q and 


that is, had awful Impreſſions upom his Mind, 


ariſing from a Senſe of his Greatneſs and Ma- 
Na, nothing promotes this Spirit of De- 
votion ſo readily, as a View of theſe- Worlds 
without Number, Whergof L have been ſpeak- 


ing; for they are all of the Moarkmanſhip of 


one and the ſame Great God. Lift up cthere- 


fore your Eyes on high, and behold, Who ha th 
created theſe things, that bringeth cut their 
Hoſt by number; he LFalleth them all: by 
Names, by the greatneſy-of his Might; for 
that he is ſtrong in Power, not one faileth: 


| It is he that ſitteth on the Circle of the Earth; 
that ſtretcheth out the Heavens as a Curtain, 
and ſpreadeth them out, as/a Tent to dwell in? 


In this view, we have a lofty Scale of Life and 


Being before us; the Foot of it, indeed, isiſet 

- UPC 1 the „ Lad- 
„der are Innumerable; it pa through My- 
riads of ſpacious Orbs, and the Top of it reach- 
eth to the Higheſt Heaven, Angels df God aſ- 
c cending and deſcending all along upon it, and 
the Lord ſtanding abode it; Since therefore. 
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3 Viſion, more 
Dream; Why ſhould we not hav i 7m" 
tion?” We- ___ in gur greſent Theory, deen 
with the Prophet 7aah; ſeeing the Lord- ſit-" 


his Train appears to have fill'd his emple. 

N as the Seraphim above, let A alſo 
cover their Faces with Reverence, and 
8 7 eet with Circumſpection: And as thoſe 
Sons 1 — God ſhouted for joy, at the Creation 
of our World, ſo let us Triumph and Re- 
joy in the Diſoovery of the va nes. 7. S 
neſFoF-theirs: By the Wings of Devotion 1 

us War into their finer Element, and jo 
Com ny and Con ſort with the Choirs above; : 
and let us cry one tõ another and ſay, Hol 

Holy, Hy, the Lord of Hoſts; for not * . 

the whole Earth, but the mwholg Univerſe,_is 
tall of his Glory; and all the Orbs and Sytem, 
whereof it conſiſts. We have, like 'Eſdras,” 
ſeen à great People, whom we cannot number, 
and they all praiſe the Lord with Songs and 
. e Let us alſo laud the Name o the 
and with inſpired Writers let us ſay, 
ren reigneth, The Lord reigneth in- 

. 5 let the ra ef his Worlds rejoyce: 
His Rin gdom i is infinite, and his Dominion not 
3 —.— End; but alſo without Bounds 
too: The Lord bath ſo done his marvellous 
Works, that they ought to be had in remem- 
brances- One World doth pricey gg to 
andther, and declare his W N The 
Heavens declare the Glory of God, wr the 
Firmament ſhews his Handy-work. All the 
Orbs which he hath made, do praiſe him aud 
the'Sdiars who iahabir them, Bleſs and i 
m; 
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ting upon a Throne, high and lifted up; and 


the Name of 
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dim: They ſpeak of the Glory of his Ring · 


dom, and talk of his Power; To make known 
to the Sons of Men his mighty. Acts, and the 
Glorious Majeſty ef his Kingdom: Men there- 
fore ſhould ſpeak of. the Might of his terrible 
Acts; and declare and celebrate his Greatneſs. 
Praiſe ye the Lord, for his Praiſe is above 
Heaven, and Earth. Praiſe him in the Heights, 
where Heavens upon Heavens, and Ho! 
above Hoſts, A him; Vea, they all praiſe 
the Lord; for he Commanded, and 
they were Created: He hath alſo eſtabliſh'd 
them for eyer, and paſs'd Decreesabout them, 
which ſhall not be chang'd : He order'd the 


Number of both the Viſible and Inviſible Stars, 


and calls them all by their Names. It is good 
to ſing Praiſes unto our God, for his Name 
only is excellent: His Glory fills the Heavens, 
and overſpreads the Earth; and he enlivens 
all the Hoſts that People them: By him the 
end of them hath proſperous Succeſs ; and b 

his Word, all things conſiſt. We may ſpea 


much, and come ſhort, tho* we had the Tongues 


of Angels; for in ſum he is all. How ſhall we 
be able to magniſie him? for he is great aboye 
all his Works: The Lord is great and very 
terrible, and marvellous is his Power. Where- 
fore, whenever you glorify' the Lord with 
Pſalmody, exalt him as much as you can; for 


even yet will he far exceed: And when you 
exalt him, put ont all your Strength, and be 


not weary ; for you can never go\far enough. 
Who hath ſeen him, that he may tell us? and 
who can magnifie him as he is? There are 
hid greater things than theſe be ; for we 400 
3 . 2 Ieœen 
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ſzen re fer of his Worksz fa the Lord hath 
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* all 1 | 
How Glorious is che Spirit of the Lord, : 


ao thus filleth all Things, and upholdeth them 
in Being! How paſſionately ought we to Love, 
and Admire him ! Does Beauty ſtrike bur Paſſi- 
ons? He is more beautiful than the Sun, and 


above all the Order of Stars; being compared 
with the Light, he is found before it. Dowe. 
admire Power, Policy, aud Activity? - Behold> 


then this Worker of all things, and admire: 
that Univerſe, which is an unſpotted Mirrour 
of God, and a Tranſcript of his bright Ideas; 
the Energy and Harmony whereof appear in all 
the Structures that he hath built; and in all the 
Creatures that he hath ſo curiouſly deſign'd, 
and wrought in the ſeveral Stamina of their” 
Bſſences : By virtue of the fineneſs of his — 
Eſſence, he is more Movin RE Agile than an 
Motion; and paſſeth and goeth through a 
things, without being circumſerib'd within 
any Space or Place, and without being ham 
er d or retarded by any thing. In him Or 
and Angels ſubſiſt and moye; for he being bot! 
One, can do all things; and remaining the 
ſame invariably in himſelf, maketh all things 
new. Do we admire Miſdom? Behold! all 
Wiſdom is the breath of the Power of God, 
and a pure Emanation from the Glory of the 
Almighty. All Wiſdom is from above, from 
him the Father of Intefettual,'as well as Viſible" 
Lights. Skill and Genius, and all the Benefi- 
cent Endowmetits of tlie Mind are his Gifts; 
they are all Streams from the Fountain of that 
Infinite Wiſdom, that reacheth from one end 
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ordering all things with the moſt er . 
Egquability. Tis he that gives to different 


fit, certain Knowledge of the Things that are; 
namely, to know how the World was made, 
and the operation of the Elements; the begin- 
ning and ending, and midſt of the Times; the 
Alterations of the turning of the Sun, and the 


and the Poſitions of Stars; the Natures of 
Living Creatures, and the Furies of wild 
Beaſts ; the violence of Winds, and the reaſon- 
inęs of Men; the diverſities of Plants, and the 
vertues of Roots: Do we love Riches ? Behold ! 
not only the Earth, but all the Heavens are 
the Lords, and the Fullneſs thereof. If Riches 
be-a Poſſeſſion; to be deſir'd, what is richer 
than God that maketh all Things, and poſſeſſeth 
all Things, in that he preſerves them? Upon 


a © whom doth not his Light ariſe ? He furniſh- 
. eth out Plenty, both in his High, and in his 
Io Places; forwhither doth not the Care and 


Provinces of his Providence extend? The whole 
Univerſe is one vaſt Mannor and Lordſhip, 
| and all that dwell in it hold their Tenures of 
| "Ra him, and under him: To him Angels are Far- 
1 mers, and Emperors Tenants: In his Favour 
is Life, and the Light of his Countenance is a 
Treaſure unto Creatures, which, like the Wi- 
dos Cruſe, never fails. Beſides; He teacheth 
Temperance and Prudence, Juſtice and For- 
titude; than which Virtues, and the Labours 
of them, nothing is more profitable in their 
Life. Do we love Honour? then we muſt love 


Creatures in different Degrees, as he thinks 


change of Seaſons ; the Circuits of Years , 
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the Maker of the Univerſe; for he is King 4 
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and Thrones are of | his Piſpoſal: Ten, 


thouſand times ten thouſand, and Thou- 
ſands of Thouſands of Glorious Spirits mini- 
ſter before him: The Senſe and Dread of his 
Tranſcendent Excellence, lays Cherubim flat, 


and Seraphim proſtrate before him. Mights 


in his Preſence are but Atoms, and Dominions | 
as a Drop to the Ocean.Principalities and Pow- '- 


ers, and all the radiant Hoſts of Angels, pay 
their Tribute of Homage and Adoration to 
him, in the Battlements of Heaven; For they 


all receive their Commiſſion and Authority 


from him: And the Apoſtate Spirits tremble 


and fink as low, under the Terrors of his 
Frowns; as the Good Angels, from a Senſe of 


Pleaſure and Duty. The Honour of Human 


Nature is founded upon its being created in 
the Image of God. Reaſon and an Underſtand- 
ing Principle magnifieth its Nobility, becauſe 
ſhe. is converſant with God, and is privy to 


ſome Knowledge of his Myſteries, and a Con- 
templator of his Works. Laſtly, Do ye love 


Goodneſs ? then we muſt Love and Admire 


God s for there is none Good, as God is ſo: 


God is LOVE: He is Benevolence, and Bene- E 


fieence it ſelf. Wherefore, Love the Lord all 


ye that are Saints, or deſire, or profeſs to be 


2 


ſuch ; ſor becauſe he is Good, he created all 


things, that they might have their Being. T 

Generations of this, and every other World 
were healthful: at firſt ;- Neither had there 
been any Poiſon of Deſtruction in them; Nor 


had the Kingdom been any where in Hea- 
ven or in 


th: But Ungodly Men, and An- 
ant ovine Biges 1 ins aries 
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8. our contemflation of the many Mela, 

AN which God has made, diſplays abroad 

the vaſt Theatres and Mines of Perfection, 

— had always very ample, tho canceabd 
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beſpeaks the higheſt Admiration, and 
ot rapturous Afﬀe&ions from all his Crea- 
tures, that they can poſſibly conceive: So it 
ſhews the greatneſs of his Juſtice and Venge- 
ance, againſt the Ungrateful Offenders of - fo 
Divine a Being; ſo Holy and {exalted a Ma- 
jeſty. Our Spirits can't but be composꝰ'd to an 
_ awful Frame, whenever we conſider that he is 
the Author of ſo many ſtately Structures. Sin- 
ners upon this View, muſt commune with their 
on Hearts: This muſt make them Still and 
Reverent before him: This muſt put them 
lamenting their Folly, and forſaking 
'thoſe Sins which annoy the Purity of his Bye 
and provoke him to ſhower down Wrath and 
Vengeance upon thoſe very Perſons whom he 
gdefir'd to fave, and to have made ſharers of 
Bliſs and Glory in his Heavenly and Everlaſt- 
g Kingdom. He that made all theſe Worlds 
E be exjoy' by their Reſpective e 
wit 


ſitories in the Centre of his Eternal Deity, | 
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op « Plurdlity of Worlds. 
with Delight, if they behave themſelves as 
becomes thankful Dependents, makes ſome of 
them Priſons for confining-ineorrigible Offen- 
ders, in a ſtate of Puniſhment and Miſery : 
There God humbles the Children of Pride, 


and chains up the Lions and Tigers of his Cre- 


ation. Wherefore, let all Criminals and Ma- 
lefators. not yet depriv'd of their State of 
Probation, Conſider ſerioufly the Power of 
the Lord of Worlds in time, and how great 
and dreadful the Terrors of ſuch a Lord exaſ- 
perated muſt needs be. gt: 
His Threatnings can't be Defpicable, tho”. 
his Forbearance may have been of a long 
ſtanding : God is Light, a Sun and a Shield ta 
the Good ; Nay, and he ſhines,and rains down 
Bleſſings upon the Wicked; till- they prove 
finally Impenitent, andare turn'd ont of this, 
into a doleſome Orb, into outer Darkneſs; for 
then he is a conſuming Fire to them. Who 
can ſtand before his Indignation? O ſenſeleſs 
Sinner / Haſt thou an Arm ſtronger than God? 
Wilt chou ſet thy ſelf againſt Omnipotence, 


and daſh thy ſelf in Pieces againſt the thick 


Boſſes of his Buckler? Surely, as a Man feareth, 
and far more terrible than our Fears can fore- 
bode, is his final Diſpleaſure; for when he re- 
buketh Man, Lin the way of loving Diſcipline] 
for Sin, he makes his Beauty [ every thing Excel- 
lent and Valuable in him? to conſume away, even 


as 4 Moth fretteth a Garment : Who therefore can 


. abide it, when he entreth into irreverſible Fudg- 
ment with Men, and ſhall be extreme to mark what 
they have done amiſs ? Remember this, all Im- 

nitent and Unrelenting Sinners; Remember, 
he is God High and _—_ : Shew yourſelves 
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J Mu!en too rational to enter the Liſts with his < 
Anger: Conſider your Frailty, and ceaſe to 
: - - -- enrage him. He that made ſo many Heavens, 
aan eaſily diſſolve them by Fire or Water, or 


| the Violence of any ſofter Element, let looſe 
5 into Storm and Tempeſt againſt them. For to 
pull down, is eaſier to Man, than to build; 


f 
8 
fl 
n 
7 
= and therefore, the eaſier Task of the two can- p 

4 not be hard to God. How ſhould the beſt, v 
1 the leaſt offending among Men, be juſt with E 
God ? If a Noah, a Daniel, or a Job, | contend 0 
with him, he cannot anſwer him one of a 0 
Fhouſand : If therefore the Righteous ſcarcely C 
be ſaved, where ſhall the Ungodly and Pre- 7 
ſumptuous Herd of Sinners appear ? God by t 

all the Creations he hath made, hath ſhewn l 
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himſelf by numberleſs Teſtimonies, both Wiſe 

in Heart, and Mighty in Strength; who 
therefore ever hardned himſelf\againſt him, and 

hath proſpered? Cannot he who faſtned the 

| Mountains, overturn them in his Anger ? 
PL Cannot he who founded the Earth, 'cauſe its 
| Pillars to tremble, and remove it out of its 
place? If God will not withdraw his Anger, 
the Proudeſt, the moſt daring Oppoſers muſt 

) ſtoop under it. He that refreſneth the Sub- 
jets of his Mercy with the Light and chear- 
ing Warmth of the Sun, can eaſily withdraw 
it from ſhyning upon the Wicked, and Seal up 

all the Stars from their Sight. TOES 

Becauſe Sentence is not ſpeedily executed 
againſt Evil Doers, therefore ſome Mens 
Hearts are ſear'd in a fool-hardy Fondneſs for 
their Wicked Courſes, and lull'd into a Spiri- 
tual Lethargy. They Sin ſecurely, and pra- 
Rice Villany without Fear, not 3 the 

r | raci- 
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Gracious Deſign of God's Long-ſuffering,, and 
Patience towards them. But their Judgment 
flumbersmor; - tho* their Souls fall into a dead 
Sleep in this Life, till with Conſternation they _ 
ſhall awake encompaſſed with Flames. in the 
next, without any Poſſibility or Hope to eſcape. 
There are ſome, excellent Remarks in the a- 
pocryphal Books of W:;/dom and Eccleſiaſticus, | 
which if ſeriouſly ponder'd, might be of eſſe- 
Qual Uſe toawaken ſtupid thoughtleſs Sinners, 
out of their dangerous Carnal Security: Part 
of them are delivered by way of Addreſs to 
God, in the — pr ir Aus Wiſdom. 
Almughty Hand the of Mat- 
Ne Ber: —— in a leſs regular Fore wht 0 
it was a Chaos at firſt, but afterwards did 
ive it a uniform Figure, j wanted not means to 
Rad among them a Multitude of Bears, or fierce 
Lions, or unknown Wild-Beaſts full of Rage, 
newly created, breathing out either a fiery Vapour, 
or filthy Scents of ſcatter d Smoke, or ſhooting hor- 
rible Sparks out of their Eyes; whereof not 2 the 
Harm might diſpatch them at once, but alſo the 
terrible ſight utterly deſtroy them : yea, and with- . 
our theſe, might x have fallen down with one 
blaſt, being perſecured of Vengeance, and ſcatter d 
abroad thro the Breath of thy Power : But thou 
haſt order d all things in Meaſure, Number and 
Weight : For thou canſt' ſhew thy great Strength- at 
all times, when thou wilt; and who may wit hſt and 
the Power of thine Arm ? For the whole World: be- 
fore thee, is a« the little Grain of the Ballance; yea, 
45 the Drop of the Morning Dew that falleth down 
upon the Earth : But thou haſt Mercy upon alls for 
thou canſt do all Things, and winleſt at the Sins o, © 
Men , becauſe they ſhould amend. Thereſars _. 
Sk - Chaſteneſt 
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I that view eee 
for the things wherein they ſin 
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1 | diſſolutely, will not believe 
art full of Power, thou ſhieweſt thy Strength, aſter 

| thou haſt given time and place wher y might 

be delivered from their Malice; then they that would 

1 wot be reformed by ſuch Cvrreſtion, ſhall feel æ Judg- 
| ment worthy of God. GEES gs 
| What a noble Sermon and Perſuaſive to Re. 
| pentance hath that excellent Writer made, in 
A the foreſaid Collection? And you-muſt obſerve, 
i that the whole Argumentation and Rhetorick 
* | of it, is grounded upon the ſerious Conſiderati- 
) on of God's Power exerted in the Creation of 
q the Univerſe, and the Multitude of Worlds, 
' _ _,_ whereof it conſiſts. And *tis ſo cogent, and 
pireſsd Home with ſuch an Energy upon the 
Conſciences of Careleſs and ſenſual Men, as 


s by little and litrie, thou 
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„„ be- 


fewer intirely. 
But among an Offenders, none appear from 


the font mention'd Conſiderations ſo vain and 


„ 
cauſe tis 9 Done Tn roe.ln: e and by be | 


ſelf condemn'd, as the Atheiſtical Tribe, who 


affect to be ignorant of God, tho the Being of 


a'God is as neceſſary for the Comfort of think» 


CO, as the Beams of the Sun are for 
e 
ſottiſh and how darkned in their Underſtand- 
ing muſt they be, who cannot out of the 
Good things that are ſeen, know him that Is; 
tho* not ſo ſo ken, becauſe too great to be expo- 
ſed to Senſe ? Strange blindneſs indeed! that 
Men ſhould not ſo fr conſider fach Works as 
to diſcern ; or a more monſtrous 
tho* they do diſcern, they will not acknow- 
ledge this Tremendous Work-maſter z for by 
the Greatneſs -and Beauty of the Creatures 
proportionably,..the firſt Author of them is 
den: The Heart of thoſe Wretches, who ei- 
ther cannot or will not ſee him, is Aſhes, their 


pport of our Animal Subſiſtence, How | 


Ingratitude'! if 


Hope viler than Earth, and their Life of leſs 
Value than Clay: For they appear ignorant of 


themſelves i in not knowing him, who inſpir'd 


into Man an active Soul, and breathed into them 


a living Spirit. 1 ſhall conclude this Head with 


the Advice of the Son of Sirac, Eccl. v. 3. Say 
»ot, who ſhall controul me for my Worte? For the 


Lord will ſurely revenge thy Pride. Say not, I have 


Lec wr what Harm hath happened umto me ? For 

[tho'J the Lord is Long- ſuffering, he will in no wiſe 
let thee go- Concerning Propitiation, be not without 
Feat to add Sin unto Sin; and ſay not, his Mercy is 


great, he mill be "Ov for the Multitude A 1 


ns : 


4 enden Theory 


Sm See lbb 


8 Wrath after obſtinate Abuſes of Mercy 


reſteth upon Sinners. - — _ 3 


Ct 


no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, Arr 
from Day to Day; for fu 2 * 
e ond peri in Dey of Ven 
7 in ay BE 
For Errour and ara had their * with 
Sinners, and Evil ſhall wax old with them that Glo- 
i therein. The moſt High hateth Sinners, and will 
repay Vengeance unto = Ungodly, and keepeth them 
againſt t A win of their Puniſhment. | As 
eee b. ot forgive, ſo alſo be i 
fe pour out + D; pleaſure. As he hath e- 
pry Light from the takes with an Ada- 
mant, ſo he will make a plain difference between the 
5 eous and the Wicked, Say not, Profane Scof-. 
fer, Iwill hide my ſelf from the Lord, ſhall any re- 
2 from — f I pom wt" be remantbred 
0 P 3 Jor is Soul among 
ſuch an fach on infinite Number of Celia 7 Bebold the 
| Heaven, and the Heaven of Heavens, the Deep, 
and the Earth, and all that therein is, ſhall be mo- 
ved, when he ſhall viſit : The Mountains alſo, and 
the Foundations of the Earth ſhall be ſhaken with 
trembling, when the Lord looketh pon them : No 
| Heart cas think upon theſe things worthily : and who 
is able ta conceive his Ways ? It 15.4 Tempeſt which 
no Man can ſee: Who can declare the Works of bis 
Juſtice + ? erer them ? For bis OGve- 
nant is afay * the trial vo was gs in the 
End. 
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The Conſideration of 4 Plarality of Worlds, 
prov d a Preſervative againſt PRIDE and 
VANITY: | 1 


ide made Angel: Devils, Nebuchadnex ar 
.* a Beaſt, and Herod a Feaſt for Worms 
fore he was dead: And Vanity rendred Rab- 
bins and Philoſophers Enemies to the Croſs of 
Chriſt. RaſhCenſures and Precipitant, Enter- 
5 5 owe their Original to this odious Vice; 
but * the well-adviſed and the lowly dwell- 
eth Wiſdom and ſound N True Phi- 
| loſophy and Gratitude to our Creator, 
| and other Benefactors, is no where found, but 
in Hearts full of God and Humility : A due 
| Senſe of God and his 22 Creations, 
guards againſt a fondneſs for Vain Philoſophy. 


Now all Philoſophy is vain, which contradicts 

the Word, or vilifies the Works of God, and 

| the Inſcrutable Ordinances of his Providence. 

BB Of this Stamp are all Hereſies truly fo called; 

| all the Helliſh Maxims of Atheiſts ; all the 

new-fangled Schemes of Deiſts, Arrians, and 

| Socinians : In like manner, whatever Philoſophy 

affects to be Wiſe above what is written, and 

not according to the Meaſure of Faith; or to 

make Men more Righteous, than the Rules of 

the Chriſtian Revelation, (which is the Caſe of 

the Quakers,and Pretenders to Works of Super- 

erog ation) is vain, as well as that which is di- 

| rekliy againſt the Contents of Scripture: For 
os 5 e me 
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1 the Scripture is not only the Rule, but alſo the | 


of our Faith. and Morality. The 


Charge ſtands good too, againſt all falſe Pre- 
tenders to Philoſophy, or other Supernatural 


Gifts of the Spirit; and moreover, againſt all 
Enthuſiaſtick Yiſronaries, and conceited Dream- 


ers of their being the peculiar Favourites of 


Heaven; as alſo all Introducers of more per- 
fe& Diſpenſations of Religion, without a 
. Commiſion from the Great Orderer of Diſjen- 
ſative, as well as all other Worlds. Perſons, 1 
ſay, of all theſe ſeveral Characters, are infe- 
Red with vain Philoſophy, an inordinate fond- 
neſs for Novelty and Upſtart Syſtems, and 
with a conceited Opinion of their private Un- 
derſtanding, and more peculiar dearneſs to 
God. ' Againſt this Virulent Leproſie of both 
the Head and the Heart, which involves ſome 
In the Guilt of Prophane and Impoſ. 
ture, and betrays others into dangerous Snares 
and Deluſions of the Devil ; no wiſe Lover of 
his own Immortal Soul, and of the Souls of his 
- Neighbours, can be too ſtrictly upon his Guard. 


We ought to Watch and Pray, againſt givin 


way to the Temptation of growing thus Wiſe 
in onr own Conceit; leſt Profeſſing our ſelves 
Wiſe this way, we become the worſt ſort. of 
Fools, (viz.) Engines of Satan, wire-drawn by 
the Policy of the Kingdom. of Darkneſs, to da 
diſſervice to the Cauſe of God and his Chriſt. 
Be not then over-Righteous \ Be not over Wiſe ; Nm | 
why ſhouldft thou deſtroy thy ſelf ? Be not, I ſay, 
over-Wicked by ſuch wrong and arrogant 
Claims to Wiſdom ; for why ſhouldſt thou die 
before thy time? Seek and acquieſce in the 
Wiſdom which is from above, and the Righ- 
SIA 2 teouſneſs 
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, 


teouſneſs which God commends and requires. 


Let us beware of a Wiſdom falſly ſo called, 


and of a Righteouſneſs of our own Invention. 
Vain Nen, tho born like the Wild Aſes Chir, would 
fait be wiſe, by a Wiſdom not common to the 
Dutiful Creatures of God; but by ſomegſort of 
Wiſdom, which may diſtinguiſh them remarks 
ably from other Wiſe Men: True and Ortho» 


dex, being an Old-faſhior d Wiſdom, will not 


content their Aims ; tis not odd enough for 
them; nor ſo ſingular as they want to _ 
They are all for a Lucifer s aſpiring Wi e 
They want an Earth better made than ours; 
and they wonder that ſo many things hap 

in this World, and in Others, which in their 


Judgment, (and might they have hut their 
Wills, ) ſnould never come to paſs ; they think 


that many Worlds and Creatures mi 


preſerved in a more regular Beauty, and a 


more laſting Conſiſtence; nay, and that they 
might more conveniently be govern'd by other 
ſorts of Adminiſtrations. Had they made 
Creatures, none of them ſhould have fallen, or 


been capable of falling; or had they ſuffered _ 


any to fall, all that fell ſhould have been re- 
deemed effectually; and redeemed too by a leſs 
Myſterious Method of Redemption, than what 
the receiv'd Doctrine of Chriſt's Incarnation 


and propitiatory Sacrifice, repreſents the Re- 


demption affirmed in the New Teſtament to 
be. And as ſome Worlds, according to their 
Models, would never have been Built - So 
others would be quite depopulated, had their 
Platforms ſucceeded, All their Worlds muſt 


have been filled with Men, cloath'd with“ Bo- 
dies of good ſolid Fleſh. Angeli, Spirits, Im- 


mater; al 
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material Subſtancis, and Souls ſeparated from 
Bodies, are Beings of too airy a Contexture, 
to inhabit any World in their Conception. 
Tbere would have been no ſüch Place as an 
Hell, in a Creation of their 3 and Go- 
ver much leſs ſnould any Angels or Men 
de eterhally confin'dand puniſh'd there. Other 
Profeſſors of vain Philoſophy would, Bein 
auite contrary to the former, have made all 
pure Spirits like Angels, without being join'd, 
and unequally yok d to Fleſh or Matter, in the 
Strata of any part of their Subſtance : They 
_ would have ordained no Removal of any Order 
of Creatures, from one World to another; but 
in the Decrees of their Providence, all Claſſes 
of them ſhould have remained to the laſt, in the 
fame State as they were put into at firſt: 
Nay, and from the firſt, - they would have 
planted all alike, in the compleateſt Worlds 
that could be deſign'd and built for them. 
They would have had Religion the ſame thing 
among all Creatures, and the diſpenſation of it 
cqually perfect every where to Creatures of 
the ſame Kind, and throughout every State 
and Age of the ſaid Creatures. Tis not e- 
nough for them to know, whether things be 
thus and thus ordained by the great Governor 
of the Univerſe ; but they muſt know, with the 
5 an . 5 of all 
his Proceedings, an , and here ſor 
this and that _ is ſo 00 70 order d. 4 2 
- - Theſe, and ſuch like are the Humors of Men 
drunk with Pride, and ſwell'd with an inor- 
dinate Opinion of their own Underſtanding. 
O Vain Impertinence! O,. Arrogant Curioſity ! 
_ *Tis hence; that this Age, as many * 
* fore 
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fore it, proves 'd with ſuch Swarms of © 
Hereſſarchs; new Principles are thought ne- 
ceſſary to ſet off the Face of Religion with a 
falſe Dye, and to corrupt the Vitals of it: Nay 
' FVertue and Government muſt ſettle and fudſiſt 
upon new- made Foundations. Nom none of 
theſe bold Intruders into things too, high for 
them, would thus Pride themſelves in the 
of of their. deceiy'd Imaginations, if .they 
7 
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d ſeen the King of the Univerſe ſo diſtin. 
as kn under the Character of the 
Lord of Hoſts : n ſuch an awful Theory 
of God, they would ſo conſider him as to be 
afraid, and confeſs themſelves undone with 
all their Abortive Hypotheſes, and Men of 
Unclean Lips,for having blaſphemed theConn- 
ſels of the moſt High, and defiled his ftately 
Plans, with their awkward Corrections. Who 
, (would each of them ſay) that I ſhould 
2 my Counſels with the d . of the Lord of 
Hoſts, and take upon me to plead with him about his 
Ways ? Let them contemplate God, as the Ma- 
ker and Governour of more Worlds than they 
can number, and then they muſt own his Judg- 
ments unſearchable, and his Ways paſt their 
finding out; and yet withal God is Juſt and 
Righteous in all his Judgments, and in all his 
Proceedings. No Angel ſhould ſay unto him, 
What doſt thou ? or pretend to be his Councel- 
lor. With God is Power and Wiſdom, and 
he giveth no dne an account of his Ways; for 
he is G0 D and not AN. His Thoughts 
are not as our Thoughts, nor his Ways as our 
Ways; but as far above them, as the Heaven 
of Heavens is diſtant from the Earth. I i the - 
Glory of ſo Great a on to conceal .a Thing : a 
: a cher 
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ther the Amplitude, nor the Depth of his De- 
cregs can be found out by the ſearching of 


bounded and created Minds. God has made 


many Worlds; more Princes than Worlds; 


more Creatures than Princes: If therefore the 


Heatt of Princes is unſearchable, and no Man 
knoweth the Secrets of Mans Heart, but the 
Spirit of the Man within him; What Spirit 
under the Spirit of God knoweth the deep 
Things of God? For what Man is he, that can 
know the Counſels of God? Or who can think 
how ſpacious and extenſive the Will of the 
Lord is, about the Adminiſtration of his Uni- 
verſe, and all the Worlds contained therein ? 
*Tis a Task above the Capacity of Angels, 
much more of Men. For the Thoughts of 
Mortal Men are miſerably ſnort and ſcanty, 
and their Conjectures and Devices uncertain. 
For the corruptible Body preſſeth down Souls 
entombed in the Fleſn, and immerſed in Blood; 


and the earthly Tabernacle weigheth down the 


Mind, muſing upon ſuch an intricate Variety 
of Scenes, and the aſtoniſhing Tranſactions 
thereof. How imperfectly do we gueſs at the 
winding Policies of an earthly Court? And 
tis not without Labour that we find out thoſe 
of them, upon which we think Right; and yet 
theſe Deſigns are in a manner before us. Whoſe 


Searches therefore ſhall be ſufficient to find out 


the Things that are in Heaven ; and to ſolve 
the Difficulties of thoſe Occurrences which are 
revealed to us in part? Many are the Devices 
of one Man's Heart; and many Men have ſtil] 
far more Minds and Conceptions of the ſame 
Thing; and all of them often prove alike Vain: 
But every Counſel of the Lord ſtands faſt upon 
Im- 
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immoveable Foundations of Dominion, Wiſ— | 
dom, and Might ; and in every. World that he 
hath made, and the Adminiſtration of it, they 
ſhall ſtand : But none of theſe Counſels are 
further known than God gives Wiſdom, and 
8 them to us by the Light of his Holy 
pirit. 1 
Let us not therefore be ſo Imprudent, as to 
ſeek out the Things that are too hard for us; 
nor undertake Inquiries, or interpoſe our Cen- 
ſures upon Adminiſtrations above our Reach 
to underſtand, and above our Strength to al- 
ter, could any Fault be juſtly found with 
them: This is to be curious in unneceſſary 
Matters, and to profeſs the Knowledge we 
have not. Secret Things belong to the Know- 
ledge of the Lord our God; but they are not 
needful for us to know. The Government of 
God's Worlds has no Dependance upon our 
Thinking; But the Things that are revealed, 


£ and commanded us to do, do belong to us: 
Ie Upon theſe we ought to think with Reverence, 
y and *tis our Glory, and our Happineſs to obey 
91 them with Care. They truly glorify their 
25 Souls, who thus glorifie them in Meekneſs, 
c and give them Honour according to, but not 
ſe above, the Dignity of them. 

0 Moſt aſſuredly, All the Works of the Lord 
lc are done in Judgment. from the Beginning; 
4 thoſe of them which appear as rough as the 
* Moſs upon the Earth, to our defective Sight, 
* are found, by Views of them in a true Light, 
= Smooth and Uniform as the poliſh'd Glaſs. 
II From the reſpective Times of his creating 
* every World, he hath diſpos'd and mar ſhal'd 
dem ſeverally in a beautiful Order. None of, 
is - G 2 then, 


K A The ical Ther _ 
them hindreth another, and 7 will never 
diſobey his Word. This World and Others are 
fill'd with bis Bleſſings, and had there been no 
Sinners, there had been no Hell; but the mean- 
eſt among them had been a Paradiſe to thoſe 
who dwell therein. Tis their own Fault, if 
they are not fill'd with the Experimental Know- 


ledge of Underſtanding ; For God hath ſhew. ra 
ed them Good and Evil: He hath ſo far ſet an 85 
Eye upon their Hearts, as to give them affect- 


ing Sentiments of the greatneſs of his Works: 

Pride, Envy, and Ingratitude have perverted, bs 

or Senſnality has ſrupiied their Thoughts, if » 

they do not glory in his Marvellous Acts, and 1 

| declare his Works with Underſtanding and | 
Gladneſs. The Elect always delight to praiſe he 

his Holy Name for them. Their Eyes where- | 


| ever they are, and which way ſoever they turn D 
I themſelves, behold the Majeſty of his Glory, 

| whoſe Eyes are Ten thouſand times brighter hi 
| than the Sun; and where-ever they move, they 


bear, with the Inſtructive Ear: of the Soul, his. il ** 
\ Glorious Voice. What they know of him and G 
his Works, they celebrate with plain and parti- | 


| cular Acknowledgments: and what they kfiow 1 
| not ſo well, (which infinitely ſurpaſſeth what is 2 
known to them,) they admire with a more aw- = 


ful and filent Homage. They know him to be © 

_ __* King of all, and themſelves -to be but Earth b 

ald Aſhes. To what Seraph hath he given Pow- | 

er to deſcribe his Works to Perfection? Or a 

Where is the Cherub that ſhall enumerate all jo 

his Noble Acts? Who among all the Hoſts bl 
above, ſhall compute the Forces of his Majeſty, 


or reckon in Order his whole Retinte, or the I 
Mercies ſhower'd down upon them? What - 
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therefore is Man? And wherewith ſhall he do 
it wa ar ap r the Lord, there 
may noths 7 om them; neither may 
thing be put unto them; neither can the Grand of 
them be found out : When 4 Man hath done, then 
he beginneth, and when he leaveth off, then he ſhall 
be doubtful. As a Drop of Water is unto the 
Sea, and a ſingle Grain of Gravel to all the 
Sand of its Shore ; ſo is the Mind of Man, and 
vaſtly leſs to the boundleſsUnoriginated Mind, 
who fram'd all Worlds, and works Wonders 


of Mercy throughout the ſame. + Wherefore 


let us bleſs the in all his Works, for 
they are all exceeding Good. None may fay, 
To what 2 or that? ſuch, or ſuch 4 
Thing e-ſpar'd ; For in due time, the very 
Moles of the Earth ſhall diſcern their Beauty, 
and they will be all well approved. Some of 


his Ways are Stumbling-Blocks to the Wick- 


ed, but they are all of them plain to the Hum- 
ble, and to the Holy. They are all good to the 
Godly, but to Sinners they are turn'd into E- 
vil. The Jaundiſe of an Evil Conſcience, and 
a darkned Mind diſcolour them to the Malig- 
nants of God's Creation ; for as the Wiſe draw 
Antidotes from the Fleſh of Scorpions: ſo 
they ſuck Poiſon from the Roſe and Violet. Oh 


how defirable and lovely are all God's Works? 


and that a Man may ſee even to 4 2 They 
all-live and remain for ever far div 
and are all obedient: All things are dou- 


ble, one againſt another, and God hath made 


nothing imperſelt; that is, | inſufficient to 
anſwer the End for which it was made. 
One Thing eftabliſheth the Good of another, 
and who Goat be JO beholding his G ou 
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remoter Times to come. 


I Theological Tb 


| He alone who dwelleth above the Heavens can 


underſtand their prodigious Height. The more 
Created Minds do ſoar and fearch, the more 
they will Marvel, and the more hamblingly 


will they be convined, that they'earteompre- 


hend the Creations of God; or every Thing 
that hath paſſed, or daily doth paſs in them; 
much leſs can they Divine what will paſs in 
perfecter Creations among the glorified, in 
The whole Fourth Chapter of the Second 
Book of Eſdras, is an edifying'Satyr upon the 
extravagant Curioſity of Preſumptuous Cri- 
ticks upon the Creation, and deſeryes to be pe- 
ruſed by us at our leiſure. Beſides which, give 
me leave to recommend to you the intire Book 
of Job; eſpecially from the beginning of the 
xxxviii. to the end of the xli. Chapter, to the 
ferious Conſideration of Hererical Schematiſts, 
and Profane Scoffers and Seculators; and then, 
*tis to be hoped, they will be covered with 
Shame for their Folly, and that with Fob they 
will learn Humility, and fay, I hom that thou 
canſt do every Thing, and that no Thought can be 
withholden with thee : Who is he that hideth Counſel 
without Knowledge ? Wherefore' have I uttered 
Things that I 7 not ? Things too wonderful 
for me, which I knew not? Hear, ] beſeech thee, 
nd I will ſpeak : I will demand of thee, and declare 
thou unto me : I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the Ear, but now mine Eye ſeeth thee : Wherefore 
I abhor my ſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. 
© Indeed, this ſingle Conſideration, that we 
know not the number of the Worlds God hath 
nade, nor the Number of thoſe which he may 
e pleaſed to make hereafter ; nor the Depen- 
Sd Died n . a dance 
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dance of one pop another 3, nor the various 
Methods of God's. Superintendance and Diſpo- 

{al of the ſeveral Hoſts of them, would pre- 

vent 4 great many Pragmatical Expoſtulati- 

ons Kt: Digs e And the diſco- 

(Jan theſe: Particulars at the laſt Day, will 

ſtrike the Infidel Dumb, and make him trem- 

ble then, as the Devils do before-hand ; tho 

he will not believe a God and a future State 

SON. . R 
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HAP. IV. Srer. v. 


Beneficence recommended; by our View of 4 
Plurality of Worlds. 8 

| (; OD, (whoſe uncorruptible Spirit is in all 
+ A T Things, ) muſt be a Being of a very Be- 
neficeat Temper. The Love that brought all 
Things, except God, into Being, muſt be as 
Immenſe, and far more fo, as the Extent of 
all the Creations he hath made: Envy and 
Maleyolence are.not creating Tempers, as the 
Author of the Book of Miſdom very cloſely ar- 
gues, Chap. xi. 24, 25, 26. Thon loveſt ll the 
Things that are, and abhorreſt nothing which thou 
made : For never wouldſt thou have made any 
Thing, if thou hadſt hated it. And how could any 
Thing have endured, if it had not been thy iI? 
Or been preſerved, if not called by thee ? Bountiſul- 
neſs (faith the Son of Sirach, ) ; as a moſt fruit- 

| ful Garden, and Mercifulneſ, endureth for ever, 
Bcc. xl 17. And ſurely, had not God been a 
liberal Being, ſo many beautiful Paradiſes had 
* 64 | noe 
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his Eternal Ideas of all 
by him ac- 


$ thus Overflows, and diffuſes. it ſelf at length 
| into an Ocean of Worlds, and fills them with 
Creatures that bear ſome faint Reſemblance of 
their Maker in the Operations of Thought and 
Mil; certainly no Ambition can better be- 
1 come the finite Minds, which owe their Being 
The to Benevolence, than a Deſire to be Beneficent 
. in their Proportion, as God is Beneficent in an 
unmeaſurable Extent: He viſits every Point 
of the vaſt Circumference of the Univerſe 
with his Goodneſs, and ſuſtains all Things 
lodg'd in the Bowels, and the profoundeſt Ca- 
verns thereof. Tis hence God has annex'd 
ſuch affecting Sentiments of Pleaſure to thoſe 
Acts by which Creatures multiply their Kind, 
and are Inſtruments under the Bleſſing of Pro- 
vidence of introducing New-Creatures into the 
World: *Tis hence that Holy Angels find 
ſueh Pleaſure in the Performance of thoſe Good 
Offices, which further the Salvation of the 
Souls of Men. And how inſipid are the Plea- 
ſures of Generation to that Delight, with which 
the Mind is refreſhed, when we have made the 
Widows Heart to ſing for Joy, by a ſeaſona- 
ble Relief of her ſelf, or her deſtitute Father- 
leſs Children? And yet our Satisfaction riſes 
to a greater Height, when our Care to Edu- 
e 1 cate 
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Of a Plarality of Worlds. © 89 
cate ſuch Children in the Fear of God, and 
the Knowledge of his Love and Laws has been 
crown'd with Succeſs: For then, not only the 
Health of their thriving Bodies, but the Pro- 
miſing Innocence of their Youth, returns us 2 
double Portion of Joy for our Carly towards 
them. And yet ſtill a freer Tide of Joy ariſes 
within as when our Spiritual Love has gain'd 
a Conqueſt over a Profligate Friend, and by 
our inceſſant Prayers and Counſels, God has 
converted him from the Errour of his Ways. 

The Beneficence of Created Minds exerts it 
ſelf ſeveral Ways : But moſt like God, when 
Souls are cheered with the vivific Rays of it : 
And when liberal Men deviſe liberal Things to 
the Publick, they do Good like a Creator. 
God builds Worlds ; they build Bridges for the 
Travellers Relief in Danger and Wearineſs; 
Hoſpitals for the Sick; Colleges for the encou- 
ragement of Minds of the nobleſt Mould and | 
Extraction; Alms-houſes for Widows, the + 
Aged, and Helpleſs Yererani ; Charity-Schools for 1 
the Religious Education of Orphans and other 
Poor Children: Theſe are a kind of Creations: 
Angels rejoice when they are founded; and 
Devils do leſs Miſchief by their Temptations, 
upon the Account of them: A Thouſand 
Bleſſings attend ſuch Benefactors: 3 

+ May 


ſterities, Generations call them bleſſ 

theſe Patriots in the Kingdom of the Lord je- 
ſus increaſe in Number, and in all the increaſe 
of God by the growth of Grace and Virtue: . 
May their Deſigns go on with a Succeſs that 
may circulate throughout all the Nations of the 
Earth: Come Lord Jeſus, and reign among us. 


CHAP, 


"CHAP. IV. Scr. VL 


Contempt of Death prov d to be promoted, 
l Sm 2 a Multitude of Word 


Creations. | 


TD ESIDES the foremention'd Benefits which 
we receive from our Belief of a Plura- 
lity of Worlds, this is none of the leaſt, that 
it arms us againſt a ſervile fear. of Death, by 
buoying up our Hearts with a ſtedfaſt Perſwaſi- 
on, that our Souls are Immortal; and that 
our Bodies will be reſtored to Life in due time. 
We may now ceaſe to ask, which Way can our 
Souls ſubſiſt out of Bodies? How can they act with- 
out organized Matter to act in. and upon? How ſhall 
the ſcattered Particles of Duſt be reaſſembled again, 
and compatted into the ſame Strulture of Fleſh, 
and Bones, and Blood, whereof it did conſiſt before ? 
Is this too hard for the Builder of ſuch a Mul- 
titude of Worlds? Can't he who made em 
out of Nothing, with Eafe recompact them 
out of Something ? If we either doubt of the 
Immortality of our Souls, or of the Reſurre- 
ction of our Bodies, we err groſly, as the Sad- 
ducees did of old, neither knowing the Scrip- 
tures, nor the Power of God. Let us look in- 
to our Graves with leſs Horror and Reluct- 
ance. God advances us from them, as he did 
Joſeph from the Pit to the command of a Scep- 
ter. Our Bodies, indeed, will ſee Corrupti- 
on; they will not, likeChriſt's, be raiſed on the 
Third Day from the Dead: However, 3 
ä . whoſe 


Of « Plarality of Worlds. 

_ whoſe Book all our Members are written, and 
by whom they were' curiouſly” wrought and 

faſhioned, and prepared to be Veſſels and Seats 
of animal and vital Operations,) will not ſuf- 
fer them always to lie in Bonds „ but will awa- 
ken them out of their preſent unactive State, 
and ſpeak Life and Vigour into them again. I. bin 
God's Power, in the judgment of the Wiſe Man, 
i the Root of Immortality. This Knowledge we 
cannot want; after the ſight of many Worlds, 
and all of them made by God : There is no- 
thing wanting to fix and invigorate our Con- 
viction, but more frequent and intent Medita- 
tion upon his Power diſplay'd,' and manifeſted 
throughout all the Regions of the Univerſe. 
Shall not he who ſupports Worlds, who ſup- 
ports an Univerſe, hold our Souls in Being ? 
Shall not he alſo be able to re-animate our Bo. 
dies with them, according to his Promiſe, who 

Peoples an Infinity of Worlds with innumera- 
ble Armies of more radiant and active Inha- 

bitants, than Men ever were in their beſt E. 
ſtate? The former Undertaking has been ac- 
compliſh'd with Eaſe, therefore the latter can- 
not miſcarry. Fear not therefore the Sentente of 
Death, remember them that have been before thee, 
and that come after, for this is the Sentence of the 
Lord over all Fleſh ; but not over all Souls; nor 
over any, in one Senſe. No Soul ſhall become 
inſenſible, or ceaſe to be Conſcious of ſome 
Senſations or other, after the Diſſolution of 
the Body : The Light of no Human Miad ſhall 
be ſo far quenched and extinguiſhed. But Souls 
may die in another Senſe, by being conſcious 
to no Senſations of Pleaſure : When all their 
Thoughts are Horror and Pain in the Opera- 
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tion and reſult of them, then they die; then 

they are ſeparated from God; and like the 

troubled Sea, are never at Reſt, but continu- 
ally toſs'd and agitated with Sentiments of 
Shame, and Reproach, and Anxiety, ſeeking 
Peace, but finding none. Now all this is ow- 
ing to Guilt, and our final Impenitence for 
our Sins: The Soul that ſinneth and repent- 
eth not as it ought, before its Day of Grace, 
its State of Tryal is expir'd, ſhall thus die the 
Second Death. Men unprepared for the State 
of ſeparate Souls, may well tremble at the pro- 
ſpect of Death, when the firſt Death of the 
Body conſigns them over to the ſecond Death 
of the Soul. Men whoſe Peace is yet to be 
made with an offended God, have no Pleaſure 
in the very Foreſight of thoſe Eternal Worlds 
which are fore-ordained for them : Their be- 
ing not reconciled to him, embitters the bright 
Ideas of even Immortality, and a Reſurrection to 
them. O horrible Condition! But if we are in the 
Mire ; don't let us ſtick in it : Let-us ſtruggle 
with our Corruptions, and burſt theſe worſt of 
Bonds aſunder. Let us acquaint our ſelves 
with God inſtantly, in an accepted time: Let 
us be dead to Sin, and awake to Righteouſneſs, 
and then our Souls will live when our Bodies 
ſhall be dead: then they will not only ſubſiſt, 
and be privy to the Operation of Thought 
within themſelves, but their Thoughts will 
abound in Pleaſure and Delight, and be tranſ- 
ported with the Proſpect of the future Reſur- 
rection of their Bodies. Let us thus recover 
our ſelves out of a State of Sin; and then, 
tho Nature ſhrink at the manner of our paſſ- 


ing from this into another World, yet 2 
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f Plasality of Worlds. 97 
and Hope will prevail over Humane Frailty, in 
the trying Conflict of our laſt Agonies. Two 

ſuch old Companions and faſt-Friends, as a 

Soul and Body that have conſtituted one Per- 

fon, will be loth to part: The Reluctance in 

ſome Degree is innocent, and conſiſtent with 

the Grace of Submiſſion to God's will ; *twas 

foung in the Manhood of Chriſt who did no 

Sin; and yet he ſaid, Father, If it be poſſible, let 

this Cup paſs from me. God hath ordained this 

Reluctance to leave our Bodies ſuddenly for 

Wiſe,Reaſons: One is that the Victory of 

Faith and Reſignation: may appear the great- 

er, when ( notwithſtanding ſuch an innate 

Reluctance,) our trembling Souls dare to 

follow the Hand of Heaven into an unknown 

Country, into an unknown Life, as Abraham, 

not knowing whither they go : But this they 

know, they ſhall be Happy, becauſe they ſhall 

be with the Lord: And therefore, as Chriſt in 

this caſe ſaid before, ſo ſay all the Faithful at 
their Departure, Nevertheleſs, not my Will, but 
thy Will be done. Devout David's* Appeal on 
this Occaſion cannot be forgotten. The Lord is 
my Light and my Salvation, whom ſhall I fear ? The 
Lord us the ſtrength of my Life, of whom ſhall I be 
afraid? Tea, tho I walk thro the Vally of the Sha- 
dow of Death, I will fear no Evil. | 
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Fecit, & eternes animam collegit in Orbes. | 
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The Dottrine of « Planai of Worlds, ood 
' Jerviceable-to the aduancement f Fleaven- 
b-Mindedneſs 


TME Heavens being thus open'd in a 
1 Plurality of Worlds, paint out our Im- 
mortality to us, as we have ſeen, in the bright- 
eſt Colours, and ſets the moſt lively Portrai- 
ture of it before us. We have not, as Scipio, 


ſeen them in àa Dream; nor does our Proſpect 


depend upon the falſe Glaſſes of Poerick Fiction 


in the Verſes, of Claudia: 
 Amiſſum ne crede diem, ſunt altena No- 
* Sidera, ſunt Orbes ali, Lumenque videbis © 


- Purize, Elyſiumque magis mirabere Solem, | 
No: The Word of God hath given us a truer | 
View of the Worlds above, than Pompey's 
Ghoſt was. conceiv'd.:by Lucan, to be enter- 


tain'd with, 5 


Alt non in Pharid Manes — 


Nec Cinis exiguus tant am compeſcuit umbram. 
Proſiluit buſto, ſemiuſtaque membra relinquens 
Degeneremque rogum, ſequitur Conde xa Tonantis, 
Qua Niger aſtriferis connectitur Axibus Ather; 
Quodque patet Terras inter Luneque meatus, 
Semidei Manes habitant, quos ignea virtus 
Innocuas vite, patientes ætheris imi 


Non 


* 


* 


cp 2 Planady of Worlds. 
Nun Mc tuo pſttiy nec thure ſepules © 
Perveniint, ile yoſtquem ſe humine vero | 


Inplevit, ſtellaſque vagas miratur, & aftra 
'Fixa Polis, vidit a fab note jareret 
Noſftra Dies, riſirque ſui ludibria Trunci. 


As Got by his Spirit hath ſhewn us à Multi- 


tude of Worlds, ſo we are inform'd of onr Re- 
lation to them, and our Intereſt in them. 
Man, ſaid a Philoſopher, was created to con- 
template the Worlds which God has made: 
Man was not made for this World only. The 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away; and we 
are to look upon our ſelves as Pilgrims in it, and 
not to ſet our Affections on Things below. 
We have not indeed the Prophet Habacuc 's, or 
the Protomartyr Ste ven's Clear Viſion of the Higher 


Scenes of Glory; but we ſee enough of them 
to engage our Thoughts and Aﬀections in a 


prevailing tendency towards them. Lift we up 
therefore our Souls towards the Heavens, and 
the Lord who made them: Theſe can travail 
aloft, tho*. our Bodies are confined to the 
Earth. And here, charming views ſurround 
and diſtract us: eas come on as faſt, as our 
Words come ſlow. They grow too fine to bear 


being repreſented by any ſenſible Image, or De- 
lineation : We have no other Language for 


them, but Rapture and Extaſie; a Language 
of their own inſpiring. Our Curioſity grows 
upon us, and devours as much of the Proſpect 
as our thinking can Graſp; but *tis too great 
to be run over by Eye or Thought, with their 
ſwiſteſt Excurſions into Plains of ſo unmeaſu- 
rable an Extent: It overſets the ſtrongeſt Un- 
derſtanding in its Attempts to ſurvey it. 
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' _ Imagination (that can ife moſt Things) 
Hliͤints before it; tis dazled with the wideneſs 
WE: = of it; it ſtaggers and grows giddy with the 
* View. O how Great is thy Goodneſs, O God, 
N which thou 2 up for them that love 
4 ' thee! Eye bath noi ſeen, nor Ear heurd, neither 
1 bath it entred into the Heart of Man to conceive 
; the Foys which thou haſt ed for them. They 
F are like the Worlds that thou haſt made, larg- 
er than we can comprehend, more than we 
| n number, and too ificent for us to 
deſcribe and perceive, with a neat and diſtinct 
Perception. It ſufficeth us, O Lord, that we 
| have only a general Knowledge of them at pre- 
N ſent, and we praiſe thy Name, for giving us a 
1 firm and ſtable Aſſurance of a clearer and 
| 
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more: ſatisfactory Sight of them hereafter : 
Then our Brook of Wiſdom, Knowledge and 
Joy, will become a River, and our River be- 
come a Sea; then thou that filleſt all Things 
with thy Wiſdom, as Phiſan, as Tigris, in the 
Seaſon of New- fruits, wilt cauſe our Under- 
, ſtanding to abound like Euphrates, and as Jor- 
dan in«the time of Harveſt : Doctrine ſhall dif- 
fuſe is ſelf as Light, and as Geon in the time, 
| Vintage. | oe 
1 Baut thoꝰ the more ſatisfactory we ef e 
1 with the Region, and Inhabitants of the Hea- 
1 | vens is reſery'd for our future State; yet 
3 there are ſeveral Particulars revealed already 
1 about them: And upon theſe our Meditations 
| ſhould be 9 employ d: We ought not 
3 even now to be perfect Strangers to theſe ſub- 
| limer Subjects: Our beſt Seaſons for thinking 
4 
| 
ö 


ſhould be dedicated to them : For even an Im- 
perfect Acquaintance with them has a mighty 
i ower 
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fine the original Sordidneſs of ou 
and to purifie our Hearts from all filthyneſs of 


Fleſh and Spirit. Could our Genius enlarge 


its Knowledge as far as Ses did extend; 10 


that nothing could eſcape ls, From the Cedar of 


Libanws, to the Herb that grows apoir the 
Wall; twould be of little value to us, with- 


ont a competent Knowledge of Heavenly 


Things. In much Knowledge of that kin 
alone, is much Grief and Vanity: Even ski 


in the Motions of the Orbs, and the Rules of 


Seaſons, and a Diſcovery of a vaſt Number of 


them, would give a generous Soul but a me- 
lancholy turn of Thinking, that could not tell 
how to obtain an Inheritance in any of them, 
nor to qualify himſelf by ſuitable Diſpoſitions 


and Accompliſhments, to viſit ſome of the in- 


numerable Courts of Heaven, and to meet 
with a gracious Reception at them. Where- 


fore, ſince the Revelation of the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel hath brought a Plurality of Worlds, 


and. the Inhabitants of the Immortal Scenes 
to Light, let us uſe this Light, and. enliven 
our templation upon God and 4 Future 


State, and other Divine Subjects, by thinking 


much and often upon them. A Thouſand Dif- 
ficulties that are ſtarted in Divinity, would 


not «pear ſo formidable as they do now, were 
u 


this 8 


For altho' no Man can by the cloſeſt Thinking, 


or the moſt devout peruſal of Divine Writ, 


find out all the Works: which God hath 


- wrought, and daily is doing, from the begin- 


ning to the End; * 


it would quickly pre- 
8 vent 
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Power. to poliſh our rongh N to re- 
of our Tenipers; _ 


* * 
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is Subject, and the Scriptures that treat of it, 
more narrowly ſearch'd into and examin'd: 
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„ eee ,, 
vent many ſenſleſs Cayils.; and Men wonld not 
only by a. general Knowledge of God's Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Ferfections, but moreover by very 
pleaſing Obſervations in particular, be firml 
perſwaded that he hath made every, World, 
and every Thing in it, beautiful in his time. 
Conſider ſeriouſly the Work of God; not 
this or that, but his Univerſe ; and then *twill 
appear that what ſeems crooked, whilſt look'd 
upon In a ſeparate view like a Stick in the 
Water, is really ſtrait in it ſelf, conſider'd in 
its proper Element and Relation. By this 
means we ſhall know 1 God doth, 
it ſhall be for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor 
| 9 thing taken from it : And God doth it that 
Men ſhould. fear before him. eee 
This World accordingly, as a part of the 
Univerſe of God, is good in its time and 
place, and to ſerve the Purpoſes for which he 
created it ; butꝰ' tis but a part of it, and inha- 
bited for the moſk part by vain and corrupt 
Creatures: It ought not therefore to engroſs 
our Hearts. Look up on high, ſometimes ſee 
the Worlds and Societies which deſerve your ut- 
moſt, Affections, and moſt earneſt Purſuits. 
Shake Flands with all inordinate Cares, and 
unlawfnl Complacencies in terrene Enjoy- 
ments. Heaven is the only Home of the Hap- 
Py ; every Anchor of the Soul that is ſure 
and ſtedfaſt, muſt be fix d in that High and Ho- 
ly Place. The Poſſeſſions, Delights and Con- 
verſation of that World, bear the Streſs of the 
moſt ardent Zeal to attain it: That will ful- 
ly anſwer our Hopes, and fulfill our Deſires: 
Nay, *twill as far exceed them, as the Glory 
ofit is above the ſtrength of our moſt aſpi- 
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EE Widget moke and 155 as long- 


. love t ld, nor the Things of the 


6 3 ri in the World is the Laſt of 
| the E d the Pride 

e. 0 Lo . Moat 
and unto the 000 of the Living God, the 


Heavenly eruſalem ; and to an innumerable- 


COPRany y.of Ange els ; To the general Aſſem⸗ 
bly o the Church of the Firſt-born, which are 
written in Heaven; and to God the Judge of 
all; and to the Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
fect; and to Jeſus the Mediator of the New- 
Coyenant. Let therefore our Thoughts, and 
all the Paſſions of our Souls, with one conſent, 
take a flight on hi Fr and enter within the 

re- runer is for us entred, 
even Jeſus, made an High- Prieſt for ever, at- 


ter the Order, e 
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HE mention of Chriſt's Royal E eo, 
naturally leads us to the Conſideration 


F the Supereminent Excellency of his Perſon, 
as tis diſplay'd in his Creation of, and Sove- 


reignty over all the Worlds and Creations 
that are in being: By him, we have heard, 
Hieb. 1. 2. that the Worlds were made : To him 
we read, Eph. i. 20, 21. all Worlds, not one 


e ate * Sr When God raiſed 
| H 2 him 


ee acceſs now. unto Mount 


- < — 


bens in the [Heavenly plac places, far abe 
* ality, and Power, and Might, 2 Dominion, 
: Name that is named dot only in this 
251 but alſo in that which i to con. We 


i 2 whether they be Thrones, . 


_ the. Right-hand of God; els, an 
and Powers, being made ſubje unto him. We 


e * * % .. 
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eee e, 
bien from the Dead; bs fer lie leh 


meet alſo with a Parallel to This Scripture, 
Phil. ii. 9, 10. God alſo bath highly alte him, 


and given him a Name which is ahove every * 
That at the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow 


of Things in Heaven, t Things in Earth, and 
h Thing de the Earth. Nor does St. Paul omit 
this 


emark in his Epiſtle to the  Coloſſiavs, 


Chap. I. 15 16, 17. Whos the Image of the Irvi- 
Jr God, the Firſt-born of every Creature : [Crea- 


on, J For by him were al Thugs Created that are 


eaven, and that are in Earth, Fx ue and in- 
„or 
palities, or Powers; all s were created 


by him, and for him. And he is before all Things, 


and by him all Things conſiſt: And as we there 


find him ſupretnen Prince and Sovereign of all 
15 Angelica Creations: So we find him, 
15. triumphant Conquerour of all the Diabo- | 


104 Worlds : And having ſpoil d Principalities and 
Powers, he made a How of them openly, triumphing 


over them in it. 1 ſhall juſt mention one more, 
„ and i, n 


1 Pet, iii. 22. Who is gone into Heav 
u e 


have already been Bang a Plurality of Hea- 


vens, and the Glory of God diſplay d by them; 


let us now make a Pauſe with St. Stephen, and 


behold Jeſus far above all Heavens, and ſtand- 
ing at the Right-hand of God there: Surely 
theſe Characters are too great for meer Huma- 


nity, or a Faltitious Dwinity of rhe higheſt Emi- 


2 


nency 


of «Planlinef Worlds 


vils thus own thy Deity ? Sod ſhall Man dare 
to deny it? Do whe Higheſt Creations bow to 


thy Fb M ungrateful Creatures then 
845 chene ver we preſume to doubt of 

God- bend, vor to reuolt from the Alle- 
giance we owe thee? The Love where with he 
redeemed us, appears now as Immenſe, as all 


Pry on amo belong i. his Dominions 
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nency and Exaltation, to be able to ſuſtain = 
them. O Bleſſed Jeſu ! Do Angels, nay De- 
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us to firive — Sin, and keep us 1 55 
ing wearied and faint in our Minds, under any 
Afflictions. That he is God, hath — 
Tag! his having built all Worlds; for the A- 
a He that lt all Things is GOD. 
Frs Gn he is abt e to help 5% all Ex- 
tremities ; 3 
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tremities ; to manifeſt, his Strength in our 
Weakneſs, and to ſave all to the uttermoſt, 
who come to his Father by him, ſeeing he eyer 
liveth to make Interceſſion for them. We 


have free acceſs to the Throne of Grace, and 


may obtain it to help us in any kind of need, 


E we will be importunate with God in Prayer 
for I n nn en 7 Ian N 
; "This World is a Vale of Tears; a State of 


Tryal and Imperfection at the beſt; and Con- 


flicts are the Law of the Field: But other 


Worlds are deſign'd for us, and unlefs we are 


— 


men aint-hearted, we may by the 


Intereſt and Aſſiſtance of Jeſus, climb into 
ſome of IS Orbs at length, where Po- 


verty, Sickneſs, Diſgrace, Impriſonment, and 


Temptation af any ſort have no place. Now 


Afflictions ſanctified to us by Patience, by de- 


vout Retirement, by an Heroic truſt in God, 


and acquieſcence in the ſeverer Diſpoſals of his 


Proyidence, may contribute very much to-—- 


wards our being prepar'd for an Admiſſion in- 
to one or more of the heavenly Manſions of the 
Bleſſed: For they help. to wean our Affecti- 
ons from Vain and Sinful Delights, and to 


0 mortifie that Ra Carnal Ambition, 


and thoſe fleſhly Luſts which War againſt our 
ouls, and hang like Weights upon them 


2 hinder their free Aſcent to the Worlds of 


nforfeitable Bliſs and Glory. Provided we 
have a ſafe arrival thither, we have no Reaſon 
to Complain, tho? we ſwam thro' Torrents of 


Blood to it. Fix your Eye and Heart upon 


vonder bright Proſpect, and that will ſupport 
you under all Difficulties and Diſcouragements. 
The Sufferings of this protons Time are. not 
een H 4 wWorthy 


r I egi n Ire gn 
| worthy tobe compar d with += "ER 
BY 1 | erer leg to us there. Hold faſt this Hope, 
1 i Ne and ai not only Juſt ain, but even aa 
us under the Preſſures of all temporaty Evils, | T1 
except Preſumptuous Sin- Yea, I am perſua- | * 
1 ded, that ſo long as we look ſtedfaſtly upon 
Pp the Receptacles of the Saints in Light, we 


— 


1 ſhall be more than Conquerours thron = 
_ x that loved us. Neither Death, nor Life, 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Pan ers, pu | 
2 Things preſents nor Things to come, nor 
|; Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, 
7208 ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 9 F 
"I which | is in Chriſt BY = e 


"IF" 4 x W nnen 2 ee 
— 5 -”- — > * * „ 2 * „ a * 2 — — 
© Þ 
= * * 


„ * 
#52130 7 2 


4 | 

: | x. _- Vo! | MJ eee 
| | | TT. 2 8 | 0 1 A p. v. 7 e045 

] 

| 

ö 

1 


” „ 
* 
= wa, Y 


The Condaſion, bei both 4 Sem, 14 4 
£7 #7 _—_— to ri dere Diſcourſe. 


"Have wil in a Manger knimd hy 
| I Thoughts aboit Vibe and "Material 
= | - Worlds; and in my ſecond patt of this Work, 
= Ft. = ſhall treat of the Arpelical Worlds: Which 
1 ei a nobler Subj „ will fyrniſh us with 
BE "more entertaining peculations. 20 
From what has been laid down' in this part, 
we may be fully ſatisfed, that God's Univer/e| | 
3 is full of Orbs; that thoſe Qrbs are full ot“ 
Sj * People, and every Corner of them! fraught with! 
Toy Living Creatures: The vaſt and comprehen-| * 
ve Space, which is taken up by the intire| * 
| Complement of viſible Orbs, is a wide Ocean 
| of Tife and rr Probably," neither! its In-| 
ö 5 nnmeralle 
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"of ne f i * 
of Shores are xnomn to any 


Being but Gd; of whoſe Inmenfity; with all 
their Fullneſe and Mägen, they are but an 


ut tho” the litite: Univerſe of 1 Matter 160 


as 2 Point to its Adebor'z yet this ample Thea- 
tre of Derivative Life and Activity, is Unſur- 
veyable to, not only our Ocular, but our Hrel- 
teftual View. We cannot number the Plurali- 
2 Hſtems whereof the whole conſiſts; nor 

xplain the Onity of its Makers Deſign in all 


them; tho' we are ſure of his Obſervance of 


Aden Laws, throughout all the apparent Di- 
verſities of them. 


tp bu wt of it is not uſeleſs, and undeſery- 


of the Labour that found Not.! 


as the Knowledg e of a Plurality of 


a and Creations, Fun a natural Power to 


I cnliven our Study of the Scripture: So it in- 


larges our Ideas, and ventilates our Fervour; 


| n the uſe of Prayers and Doxologies. This 
n 


intent upon the Au 


gle Truth duly Natdended to, is 4 Volume of 
chllektning Comments upon the Prayer 


{cribed by our Lord to us; but pritelpully up- 


on theſe Following, Articles of Petition iu it, 
Our Bale; 
"Name ; Thy Kingdom come; Thy Will be- done in 


Earth, as it is in Heaven : Tine is the Kingdom, 
'the Power and the E 


(eng 7 aldvrec, 


guſt Ideas ſupported by 
theſe Expreſſions, the Lord's Prayer would 


not be diſus d by: Ad 4 nor ſo irtexerently 
| hurried 


/ 


And yet, as our Belief of ! 
his Truth hath ſolid Foundations, and is far 


m being Chimerical, or Pernicios to us; ſo 


which art in Heaven; Hallowed by thy h 


; for ever and ever, 
orlds. Were we more 
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| | Recitg] of our Pray 
tive-of- thoſe Graces. the Heart, which are 


_ mance of Prayer. For it 
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hath | 


And as it wonld make us 
S0 tis Very-Promor 


10 


the beſt Qualifications for the right Perfor- 


sh It inflames us 
with the Zove of 050 2 tho-profoundeſt Ve. 
neration for him: It fixes our Affections on 


Things abore. And whilſt. Tis thus with us, 
5 * . God will not only be bear 


ſealed upon our Hearts; Neither 

wi | ths our FA yo and. ſet upon ſan 
prevailing piſcence, amidſt our extern 

n An 


bliſhes our Hope : But theſe on gg 
importunate in their hare 


Prayers are too faint and Janguid to prevail. f 


J Cad bee Lind dera mith Thanks 05 G00. 


(whoſe aſſiſtanee 3 all along implor d, in 
Conſultation of his Holy Word upon this 
a, Truth, ſo. ſer- 
viceable to the Deſigns of Piety; but that Lam 
ſenſible I have only afſerce ted, but not N 


my 


all the foremention d Structures 2 


were framed by one Infinite Mind. ey Nis 


having been demonſtrated many Years, fince, 
in — preach'd- firſt in the Morning, 


at the Temple. Church; and in the Afternoon, at 


ee Abbey 5 and afterwards, in Ea 
.._ other 


leren: ig" the, 


ts Flumil | 
ee the Clone, 


r 4 
diffident asker is like a Wave of the Sea; 5 


4 *\ 


* "Of Plardig 

* ther Audiences\ 1 here ſubjoin it, by way of 

he. MS.pplement ; hopin ng, that ſince I reſerved.it for 
this Place, thoſe worthy Perſons who long 


en 


1 


be hereby fully ſatisfied, that my refuſal to 
comply with · their Requeſt 4 was not 
owing to any want of that Reſpect, which was 
due to their Worth and Career, 2 


f Nu., ß, 


ſince requeſted, ſome of them, Tran ſcripts, 
and others of them, a Publication of it, will 
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Through Faith, we underfland 

that the Wor LDS were 
framed by the Word of 
C 


AN being the Prince of this lower 

' World, God has been pleas'd to 
| endow him with ſeveral Gifts and 
Powers, which be has beſtow'd on no other 
Creatures. And among thoſe. ſingular Fa- 
tours, there is none more conſiderable than 
that Capacity of Proſpect and Reflettion, by 
which he entertains himſelf with a moſt * 
cious Theatre of Views and Ideas By thi 
Capacity it is, that he knows many Thi * 
which the ſight of his Senſes would never diſ- 
cover to him: By this Capacity it is, that he 

is convinc'd of the certainty of many Things, 
which were done long before he had à Being; 


4 9 


which will not be actually preſent, till diſtant 
Ages of Futurity ſhall have become paſt. and 
gone: By this, in a Word, we know how 
we come by our Beginning, tho?:we were not 
Privy to the Formation of our ſelves ; and are 

ac- 


and of many Diſpenſations of Providence, 


* We 


was, Tia * 
af | C63 © 
RTE, | acquainted with the great and ;nviſible Author 
of Nature,.to-whoſe Bounty. we are jndebte( 


| for all the Signal Meries we enjoy: And b 
this we have a ann wa, Aſſurance of a no. 


# Þ 


5 bler Life, than our preſent Life, after we ſhall be 
removed out 2 nd travel in. 
to a finer 2 than our s were ever il 
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e hitn 157 » 
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Scripture frequently calls upon us to refnem: 
ber our G gore and our latter End; becauſ: 


the Feribyss © Rethembritite:of” Death [2 the 


Yedtion, th vaturally tend to make Men tri. 
| Conſiderate And el — as will appear 
in pe = Pre Diſcourſe upon thi 
Paſſage Writ. iro Faith we under 
Fanal l ire were fra the Nord « 
Bad. In which-Words be. pleaſed to obſerve, 
> That it is here Gy there are ma 
y Worlds; the Worlds. It is dĩrectl — 

Aa that all theſe world? whatever 
compleat Number may be, were made: by ont 
Being; The Worlds were framed by the Word / 
God. 3dly, We may be fully ſatisfied, That 
theſe Worlds were created by God, by an Evi 
«dence ariſing from the pure and natural Refle- 
Cions of our own Minds, tho we were not pre- 
ſent at the making of any of theſe Worlds; 

"Through Faith we unclerſt and. 

Firſt, It is here a ertpd;that ne they ate man 
| Worlds, the Worlds 53 
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The'Word whith we render Worlds here; 

is d aid feems to denote the ſeyetal larger 
ey = gent ions of theUniverſe;which © 
are ſtock*dwithdifferentfortsof Creatures, ſuit- 


able to the different Beauty and Nature of the 


Orbs in which theyare planted; and in this Senſe 
ofthe Word, there are ir, „ This be- 
i i'd, we may. ealily underſtand what 

A'th riters mean, when they ſay, there 
ate many Worlds in one Univerſe. - All of 
them were created by one Being, tho” tis 
highly probable, they were not all created at 
the fame time. However, whenever they 


were created at diſtant Intervals of Time and 
Spare, they were created with the ſame Eaſe 


by God, as a Man utters a Word: And this 
is meant bythe Phraſe of their being created by 


he Word.of God. He could, if he had pleas d. 
have created them all together, as eaſily as he 


did' at ſeveral times : But his Infinite Wiſdom 
ſaw no neceſſity for creating the Worlds of 
Angels, and. the World of Men at the fame 
time; yet when they were created, they had 
a Dependance upon one another, and the latter 
Creations were but Additions to the Work 
and Structures of the ſame Glorious and Eter- 
nal Architect. And God farther appointed a 
Communication between the Inhabitants of the 


higher, and the Inhabitants of the lower Creati- 


on. Hence, when the Globe that we inhabit 


was made, according to the account giyen of 


its Creation in the ancient Books of Moſes and 
Job, we read that the Holy Angels were high- 
ly pleas'd and delighted with the ſight of this 
new Tranſaction of, Providence. For then 
thoſe Morhing-Stars (who according to the ſup- 
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Joy. In all probability, Our Globe, 
And the Creatures and Productions of it, receive 
ſiome kindly, N m all Fs other Orbs 


reſt. in = 3 or 20 er tho not i 
' cernably to our Senſes. And as our Bodies by 
| this carreſpondence, detire Benefit from them, 
thro the inviſible Chanels of the Air: So. alſo 
our Souls are viſited and ſuccour d, by a cer- 
tain number of the glorious Inbabitants of thoſe 
- Orbs. By the appointment of God, they are all 
miniſtring Spirits in Courſes to the Heirs of 
Salvatian. Whether they be Mights, or Do- 
minions, or Principalities, or Powers, they 
are all related to the Mind of Man; pc May 
by the Powers of his Mind is related unto 
- 2 For the Mind of Man by the Flights of 
mplation and , converſeth with thoſe 
d Beings, traver es their Glorious Manſi- 
83 in his Thoug hts, and makes their, Joys his 
own in ſome ſenſe and diſtant Degree, by thoſe 
paſſionate Hopes and Preſages he has of poſ: 
feſſing them in the next World of Human #4 
Some of thoſe Glorious Orbs are already poſ- 
ſeſs d by the Souls of Holy Men departed, and 
will be poſſeſs d by the reſt of us in our Order, 


hall come: But the moſt glorious Orbs which 
F 1 Saints ſhall poſſeſs, wil be at the Genera 
eſurrection, when their perfecteſt State wi 


BY) # and all Triumphant * Halt 5 
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8 Polſeſion of thi nume kind of Glory, bat of 
ch different Degrees at once, a ol a continue 
ur 1 rejoice and reign in them tog et to all E. 
00 nit 

, And this! you ſee what St. Paul means, when 
ve he Fe us that there dre man Worlds: We 
bs hence ſee,” that the belief of this Tenet, That. 
12 thoſe Orbs above 1is are inhabited by innumerable 


Buds of Treature ed by the frame of their Being 
for the reſpe Five Regions to which t hey belong, makes 
no Schiſin i in the Univerſe, — they all hang 
lovingly together, and move with an oe 
Harmony.. And I know no. rea on. to ſuſſ 

how it can make any Schiſm in the Churc 3 
nor "why. any Man ſhould hold a contrary. Opi- 
nion, unleſs it be to gratify the ſcornfu a 


ways affect, firſt to miſrepreſent Chri ianity 

ig this «7 well as other Particulars; And when 

1177 ut it into an Antick Dreſs of their 

Gs they formally raiſe their Ob- 

jos & again R thei ir iſconceits o 25 Holy 

Religion, and ridicule it. But I paſs on to che 
next Head. 


Ns 20%, All theſe Worlds, habever the Com-. 
fe plement of the number of them be, were crea- 
1 ted by one Being. Worlds. were ram'd by the 
. ma God, all "If hem, tad thee Ort ginal 
A from the ſame 7 oh All nds; all — - 


ak conſiſt ' ſolely of Dart ; and all Beings 
are co Kier of bo th A nd and Matter, 
are alike his Creatures and Handy work: He 
firſt made the Matter whereof every rongh and 
dark Chaos conſiſted: And.out of ſuch Shape- 


, of Otbs, 28 entertain our * 
and 
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CR Wit of our Modern Deifs, who al- 


leſs and unſightly Maſſes forme thoſe beautiful * 
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and Thought with ſo much Wonder and De- 
light. Confuſion became Order at his Comman 
and with a Word he reduc'd every rude an 


ſtupendous Congeries of Matter, to ſeveral re- 


gular Diviſions, and out of thoſe diverſified 
1 N ons he formed an innumerable Variety 
of Worlds and Creatures in Weight, Number, 
and Meaſure. To ſome of theſe Orbs he allot- 
ted a larger Scope of Spaces: Others he con- 


fin'd within the limits of a leſſer Expanſion. 


Some of them he fill'd with Aortal, others 
with Immortal Creatures: Thoſe Creatures 
which are intirely Mind by Nature, are in- 
tirely Immortal: Thoſe Creatures which are 
intirely Matter, by the Conſtitution of their 
Nature are intirely Mortal: A Third ſort of 
Creatures which are part Mind, and part Mat- 
ter in the Ground-Work of their Nature, and 
are ordained for both a Mortal and Immortal 
World, have their Orbs of Tryal firſt, and 
their Orbs of Rewards afterwards : In the for- 
mer they are Mortal, becauſe after a certain 
Period of Time is compleated, they leave their 
Orbs of Tryal, and enter their Worlds of Re- 
wards : In thoſe latter Worlds they are either 
for ever happy, or for ever miſerable. Every 
one of thoſe Worlds are beautiful in their Sea- 


ſons, and well fitted for the Uſes they were 


made for: And the meaneſt of even thoſe 
Mortal Creatures that inhabit them, and make 
a ſmall part of them, are richly endow'd, and 
moſt curiouſly wrought in every part of their 


Frame and Structure; ſo neatly, that all the 


Philoſophy of this World cannot find out all 
the Vertues and Endowments of the meaneſt 
Worm, or Inſect in it. Microſcopes have 

5 advanc'd 
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advanc'd this Part of Knowledge very much; 
but after all the Inventions an N 0 
Men, they have not yet made themſelves Ma- 


ſters of them: Much leſs can they pretend ts 


tell, how thoſe greater Orbs m their Mo- 
tions with fach an exact and regular Concentri- 
city, or hang ſo firm upon their Centres in ſo 
liquid a Medium, as Air, and Ether. How 
much lefs further ſhall we conceive. the 
Extent of the Endowments of thoſe Ethereal 
Beings,which inhabit the more exalted Orbs of 
the Univerſe ? Our Minds, tho? impriſon'd in 
Mortal Bodies, have very range and ©” {a 
Operations ; But theirs muſt have infinitely 


greater : The meaneſt Spirit of the loweſt 


Claſs of . greatly exceeds the Capacity 
of our Minds, more perhaps than the Native 
Light of the Sm exceeds the borrowed Light 


of the Afoon And yet thoſe glorious Beings | 


exceed one another as much in Species and Ca- 


pacity, as one Star differs from another in 


Glory. But tho? the Scale of Being, from Man 
to the Supreme Angel of the higheſt Order of 


Angels, aſcends to ſuch a Prodigions Height, 


and their Diverſity in Number, Capacity and 
Gradations in Glory, be ſo tranſcendently va- 
rious and Infinite to our Conceptions: Yet all 
thoſe Innumerable Worlds and Inhabitants 
thereof, had but one Eternal Mind for their 
Maker: They were all form'd by him: He ſaid, 


Let there be Light, and there was Light: Let 


there he Stars, and behold they appear'd : Let 
there be Innumerable Angels, and Hoſts 4 
them ſang his Praiſes in an Inſtant. One Eter- 
nal Mind made them all, and all with Eaſe : 
Cherubin and Seraphin, and all the ſplendid 


3 Train 
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4. (83) | 
Train of Heaven, with as much eaſe as the 
more limited Minds of Men: Sun and Stars, 
with as much eaſe as the Roſes of Sharon. 
Word made the firft, and a Word made the 
laſt ; forall theſe uctions, tho? ſo vaſtly 
different to us, were alike eaſy to Omnipo- 
tence. *Tis true, it is hard to us to conceive, 
how God ſhould by his Power and Wiſdom 
communicate ſuch an Inaumerable Company of 
Spirits and Souls, without leſſening the Sub- 
ſtance of his own Erect and tremendous _ . 
and *tis harder ſtill to conceive, how he ſho 4 
be the Author of Matter, ſince out ſtricteſt Me- 
ditations npgn his Nature oblige us to believe, 
that the exalted Purity and Perfection of his 
Being, does not admit of any Thing: fo weak 
and gtoſs in it, as impotent and ſluggiſh Mat- 
ter is: For all Matter of it ſelf, without ſome 
Mind to move and manage it, be it never ſo 
fine and delicate in its Kind, is evidently deſti- 
tute of ſuch Motion and Activity, as thinking 
Subſtances glory in. But let us conſider the 
Nature of our own Minds, and the manner of 
the Operation of our Minds upon our 2 
and how unable we are to explain them; a 
then we ſhall ceaſe to wonder at our Ignorance 
of God's formation of Matter, tho* he has no 
ſach Thing as Matter in his own Being. The 
Mind of Man has no ſuch Thing as Matter in it, 
and yet it finds Senſations of Pleaſure during 
the ſound State; and Senſations of Pain, during 
the i State of the Body: Let it but will the 
Eye to look, the Hands to Work, the Feet to 
walk; thoſe Parts of the Body ſhall diſcharge 
their proper Functions in an Inſtant: And 
. yet who could hitherto ſhew us the true an 
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of thisconſtant immediate Reaction of the Will 


and Paſſions of the Mind, and of the Motions 
and Temperature of the Body upon each other ? 
and how that which hath nothing of Ze in it 
ſelf, ſhould he the Occaſion of yarious Ideas in 
us ? Nevertheleſs, *tis what we daily experi- 
ence in our ſelves. Now ſhall our own bound- 
ed Minds be ſecret to us, in the Ground-work 
of their Sovereigaty and Command over the 
Body ? and we at the ſame time preſume to 
disbelieve, or but faintly to believe the Crea- 
tion of viſible Worlds by the Power of an In- 
finite an eternal Mind, only becauſe we can't 


conceive how the Power of ſuch a Being ſhould 


communicate and produce Matter, tho we 
have as clear a Conviction of the World's be- 
ing neceſſarily created by ſuch an Eternal Mind, 
as we have of the Being of any Material World, 
and of the certainty of our own Exiſtence ? 
eſpecially when we muſt know, if we rightly 
conſider Things, that God's Original Produ- 
ion of any thing,muſt be one of the moſt My- 
ſerious of all his Operations without himſelf ; 
I ſay, without. bimſelf;, Jr thoſe within bimſelf 
are ſtill to be ſure more tremendous. | © 

We diſcover the Artiſt by his Works, and all 
1 ſuppoſe a Cauſe: And the nature of all 

ffects, proves the nature of the Cauſe which 
did Contrive and Deſign them. The whole 
Fabrigk of the Univerſt, and every greater 


or leſſer part of it, have ſuch fine Strokes of 


Counſel in every line of them, as are evident 
Signatures af Art and Deſign; and therefore 
all of them muſt have ſome deſigning Cauſe 
for the Author of them : Since neither the 


Whole nor any parts of It, had power . 
PT 14 Y 
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by Vertue of their perfections, to be the Au- 
thors of themſelves ; neither have they the 
Characters of Eternity upon them; for we 
obſerve, them mig to changes and decays; 
but nothing that is ſo, can have hben Eternal. 
Wherefore, ſince nothing that is viſible to 
Senſe, could be the Original Author of it ſelf, 
or any thing elſe; much leſs of the Eſſence of 
its own Nature, Our Conceptions muſt lodge 
the Attribute of Creator, in  fome bv; 
Being that had no cauſe it ſelf; but is, and al- 
Ways was, and ever will be an Eternal Mind, 
poſſeſ&d of ſufficient Perfections to make, ſee, 
fill, and ſuſtain all Things and Places, without 
Exhauſting, or Inpairing himſelf by ſuch Com- 
munication of, 'and with other things ; juſt 
ſo the Rays of the Sun are not ſpent or defil'd, 
by ſhedding Influences on all things here be- 

* | 82 e 


We have no Notion of any thing beſide 
Mind and Matter: We experience Mind to be 
the more Active and Efficacious principle of the 
two; For we ſee our own Souls at one View, 
can take in more ſpace than all the Matter 
we ever ſaw: we know the Mind only is capa- 
ble of W:/dom to deviſe Matter, of Goodneſs to 
Geate it, and of Pom to AF by, and son it; 
' the? we don't know how it doth it: Au noch. 
ing but an Infinite Mind, Tranſcendently Su- 
periour to ours, conld have Connſel, Strength 
and Goodueſs enough to create an Univerſe 

of Worlds. And thus the viſible Scene of 
things do demonſtrate, and point out to us an 
inviſible Creator ſv plainly, and with fo bright 
a Conviction, that We are forc'd to ſay with 
* Platinus, could we but hear the Voice of the 
: p 22 Gp, „J. ns 5 Wen er World 
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« World, we ſhould hear it fay nothing but 


<this,7 was created by God: And did the mations 


of the Spheres make ſuch Muſick by their Har- 


mony, as ſome of the Ancients thought they 
did, we ſhould find the tune of thoſe charm- 
ing Inſtruments, iatirely ſet to thoſe Anthems 
of Praiſe, which the Angels continually Sung 
in the preſence of this Great Gol. 

_  3dly, We are fully ſatisfied that God crea- 
ted theſe Worlds, from the pure and natural 
Reflections of our own Minds; tho* we were 
not preſent at the making of any of them. 
Through Faith we yon go In Creation God 
wrought inviſibly, and without any ſuch In- 


. trameats as Democritus and Epicurus, blinded 
by a ſenſual Stupidity, thought were neceſ- 

ſary for God to make the World with. Many 
of our Ideas come purely from Reflection; 
and not at all from Senſation : Such are our 
Ideas of Cmſciouſneſs, Thought, Juſtice, Grati- 


tude, and other Vertues : Such are our Ideas of 
paſt and future: Of this ſort are our Ideas of 
God, a' Mind and our Creatour. *Tis by the 


Canvaſſing of ſuch Ideas, that viſible things 


do prove the reality of the Being of an Inviſi- 
ble God. His Being is not diſcover'd to us, 
by the ſight of thoſe things; but our Reaſon 
finds it by meditation upon that ſight. The 


Beaſts ſee this ſtately Scene of viſible things 


as well as we; but they don't ſpell out the 
Characters of Deity , that are every where 
written upon it legibly to us. *Tis the pro- 
perty of nothing under à Principle of Reaſan 


and Reflection, to find out cauſes by their effects, 


and to track the Treadings of an Artiſt by his 
Work. Tis thus 1 we diſcern a God in 
4 the 
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the World, and know as ſatisfactorily that it 
was he that made it, as if we had ſeen him with 
our Eyes, (ſuppoſing it were poſſible ta ſee 
him) rearing it out of nothing and framing it 
from the firſt, in ſuch goodly order as we now 
behold it. A Child or an Adeot can ſee Grelei, 
| Triangles, and other Mathematical Diagrams, 
as well as the moſt Skilful Geometriciam in the 
World; but he has not the skill and Reaſon 
to demonſtrate the properties and proportions 
of thoſe Figures; in a Methodical train of 
Conſequences, drawn from indiſputable princi- 
ples; nor to invent and improve. ſeveral uſe- 
ful and curious ſorts of Mechaniſm ,by the help 
of them, as the Mathematician dogs, In like 
manner, tho? our bodily ſight ſhews us Fabrics 
of matter,upon the exiſtence whereof we build 
the certain belief of there being a Creator; 
yet *tis the Mind that gives us the certain 
knowledge and diſcoyery of him. Indeed 
the Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the 
Firmament ſhews his handy Wark. But how? to 
pur Eyes? it ſhews the Surface of the Heavens to 
them: and ſo it doth to the Eyes of  Brutes : 
But it ſhews the Glory of God, and the Heavens 
to be his handy Work, only to our Minds; Only 
Reaſon and Reflection well exercis'd can diſ- 
cern this thro* them; and learn it from our 
— Contemplation of them. 1 . 
Suppoſe our Souls had been created with 
ſuch Endowments as they now have, and no 
ſuch Viſible Orbs as the Heavens, had been 
made, nor any thing like them; yet the Ope- 
rations of our thinking, without the Sight, or 
knowiedge of any fort of Bodies or Mattcr, 
would havercterr'd us to the Ten 
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of ſome greater Mind than our own, for the 
Author of theſe Minds, and all the Operati- 
ons of, them, whereof in ſuch circum! 


tances 


we ſhonld have been conſcious to our ſelves, 


without the leaſt knowledge or Idea of matter. 
Upon this Suppoſition, Fhat Infinite Mind 
who is inviſible to our Senſes now; and is ſo 
of neceſſity in his own Nature, would have 
been viſible in a near Idea then (as he is to 
Separate Souls) and not in the leaſt ſpotted or 
defiPd by any Corporeal Image of him, which in 
our preſent weakneſs we are too apt to be for- 
ming of him; and nothing but a proof of 


him under fome ”_ Repreſentation, will ſa- 
nal Sceptics. In ſhort , we 
ſhould then, without the leaſt Idea of Matter. 


tisfy ſome Sen 
2 


have had ſuch a pure Conception of him, as 


the Spirituality of our Souls would naturally 
have given us of that lovely Parent of Souls, 
in whom Thinking Creatures, as well as ani- 
mated Organs of Matter, do live, and move, 
and have their Being. For he is alike near 
to our Souls, as to our Bodies, and can be 
ſcen and diſcover'd by nothing but our Souls. 
However, no Man who makes an accurate uſe 
of his Powers of Reflection, can queſtion the 
reality of bis Being, upon the account of its 
inviſibleneſs ta the Organs of Senfe. We are 
Conſcious to our ſelves of having 4 thinking 
Principle within our ſelves, which muſt be 4 


_ Subſtance; tho* we cannot ſee it with our Eyes: 


It can't be Body, foraſmuch as matter-tannot 
foreſee things future, look back on things paſt, 
Govern Kingdoms, learn Arts , or Project. 
for the good of ones Country and poſterity. 
Matter is incompetent for ſuch- Operations as 


theſe. 
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tor of Worlds, is not viſible to cur Eyes, en 
did we ever with them ſee ſuch a Being at 
Work; yet we are (or may be) ſure, that t — 
is ſuch an infinite Spirit in the World, diſtinct 
from it, and of a larger extent than it, and 
endued with Perfections than all the 
Inhabitants of, it put together; becauſe we ſee 
the Prints and Footſteps of ſuch a Being in all 
the parts and Creatures of the World, and 
whenever we Reflect ſetiouſly on the Matter, 
we can't but be conſcious: of his preſence, 
with them all, as well as with our ſelves. The 
reſult of this Evidence which ariſeth from the 
due uſe of Reflection, whether it be occaſion'd 
by Senſation or not, is what the Apoſtle in the 
xt calls Fab; by which He means our being 
ſuaded of the Truth, or certainty of any 
thing, whether it be paſt, preſent or fu 
upon the pure Conviction of ſuch a kind o 
evidence. By Faith, faith he, we Underſtand that 
the Worlds were fram d by the Word of God. S 
that things which are ſe ſeen, were not made 0 F 
which do aper: The Greek Word ru fignt- 
fies to d thing or e 
perception of the Mind and Und ing, 
without any interpoſal of Senſe or Ima — 
tion: And the laſt Words of the verſe 
Text, will bear this Paraphraſe; So that theſe 
numeron: Orbs which art viſible to the Eye, were 
made out of the active eftions of an Infinite 
Hirit, which don't make their appearance to our bodli- 
ly fight,but ” . be diſcern 5 r r 2. 
1 | 


Ia Galt in inviſible perfections were lod gd 
Ns 192 Archetypal Patterns and Models ofa all 
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their Beings, before t 


Senſible Exiſtence. Tis the Mind only can "4 
ſee a Mind, and nothing below Underſtanding 
can diſcern Skill and Underſtanding, and the 
native Properties and Endowments of it; tho? | 
the effects of its Operations and Contrivances "I 
may be viſible even to Senſe; and one Intelli- 
gent Being can Trace the Actings of another, 
in ſuch Senſible Effects and Productions. 
And thus I have done with my three Heads; 


and 1 hope you will excuſe my being tedious - by 
in my Endeavours, to Illuſtrate the certainty K 
of all Worlds having been created by one 44 


Infinite, Eternal, and Underſtanding Cauſe; 
and of the Spirituality of his Nature. But 
the Sceptical Humour of the Age, put me upon _ 
it; and I have deliver'd_my Sentiments about 2 
this Matter, as plainly as the Nature of my 4 
Subject would permit: And I truſt I have ſaid 9 
ſomething, that if well conſider d, may ex- 
poſe the weakneſs: of their ſenſeleſs Demand, 
who want to ſee a Gad, an Angel; a Sul, and 
a future State; before they will believe any ſuch 
ing; for this is to reverſe the Nature of 
thiags : And I pray. God, they may conſider 
this Matter fo ſeriouſly as they onght in time; 
that they may know, and own their Lord and. 
Maker; and perform their Duty to him before 
it be too late: Which is the only way to pre- 
vent their having the worſt ſort of Evidence, 
(and which in ſome. Senſe may be call'd the 
mal groſs and Senſible Evidence) of # God, 
by feeling the ſeverity of his Revenging Fuftice, I 
in the everlaſting Torments of H Flames. "= 
And tho? every Diſcourſe which aims at the | 
Conviction of the Underſtanding on _ — 
oP ubject 


POE: 
5 — — = —— * - * = — 


- 
A — — — — 


- 


e rm II" — 


— 


F 3 
* — 


_ r —— 
_ % 
= _ . © on 
© — As : 8 
= - —_ : — 4 _ 
— 9 — * 1 


— . — p 


Mp — 5 
Subhedd as this, in fo profane an Age of 1 
#3/11 as ours, may upon the account of its ſeaſo- 
nableneſs be too juſtly term'd Prafticat ; 
yet in the cloſe of my Sermon, I will make it 
—_ — _— 2 Mo bet- 
of my Hearers ; w 
—— — wpo God, c — 


onſidered as a Cra. 
many Worlds, doth contribute to the in- 

kale us l devout Paſſions and Affections 
towards him, and with pious ardours after a 
nearer enjoyment of him in another World. 


For, 5 
us great and ſtatel Concepti- 


Firſt, It gives 
ons of God: How unbounded muſt the Perfe- 
Qions of the Author of ſo many Worlds and | 


Creatures needs be? He was before all Thin 


/ 


that he hath fram'd How dare our narrow 
and groveling Souls then pretend to graſp his 


and by him all Things ſubſiſt. Wherefore 

Notions of him cannot be too great and awfol: 
Nay, our ſublimeft Ideas of his Aber d 7% .. 
not poſſibly be great enough to reach them. 
The Spirituality of this Ag Mind doth 


as far ſurpaſs —— ours, as his 


Thoughts do exceed our Thoughts. Great * 
our Gad, yea, bis Greatneſs is unſearchable. | 
Secondly, Meditation upon God's being aCre-" 
ator, ſhould teack us Humili For how little | 
and poor a Thing is Man, if compared with 
the moſt inferiour Member of the loweſt Claſs 
of Angelical Creatures, who are all of them 
the Products of his Omnipotence ; much left, if 
oompar d with all the ſplendid Myriads of 50 0 
rits which he hath commanded into Bei | 
much leſs ſtill, if compared with all the Wor ; 


Being with their Thoughts, or to determine 
toQ 
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too peremptorily about the Secrets of his Na- 
ture and Decrees? How dare we cenſure any 
of the Proceedings of his venerable Providence? 
The great Sovereign of Worlds, who by right 
of Creation ruleth over all, hath every Thing 
Regular in his own Thoughts; becauſe he 
knows the different Uſe and PerfeQtions of 
every Thing in their Kind, and the mutual 
dependance of all the Worlds he has made: 
He has an Eye to the furtheſt end of his 
Scheme and Drama, in his diſpoſal of all the * 
Events and Reyolutions which he has allotted | 
for them-all,and therefore knows them all,con- | 
ſider'd with regard to the Conſummation of all 
Things, and their ſubſerviency to one another, 
to be moſt reaſonable, juſt, and good, And fo 
ſhould we too, if we had but foreſight enough 
to ſee ſo far. But, ſince ſuch Knowledge is 
too excellent for Man, and we cannot attain 
unto it, let us learn the Wiſdom of acquieſc- 
ing in all the Determinations of his Plea- 
ſure, as moſt reaſonable and fitting, tho? we 
cannot always ſay in this, Or that particular, 
how they are ſo. Can it ſeem ſtrange or hard 
to us, that many of the Deſigns of God in his 
| Governance of the Univerſe, are ſecret and 
unſearchable to us; when we conſider him as 
the Creator and Sovereign of ſd many Worlds, 
and cannot but at leaſt be very Ignorant of the 
State of thoſe Worlds ? Let us therefore ſtand 
more in awe of him, who takes delight in hum- 
bling the Proud, and raiſing the Lowly. -. 
3ly, Meditation on God as a Creator, ſhould "of 
get in us the moſt confident Perwaſion of 9 
his Goodneſs, and gracious Deſigns towards us. 4 
To Create at all, much more to bound ſoin cre» | 


. i 
atl 
ing, " al 
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ating; ls an Act of Grace:and Love; for tis to 
communicate Life and Being, and argues him | 
who does it infinitely kind and generous. / 
Whenever we reflect that he made us, 'wecan't | 
find in our Hearts to think, that he could make 
Souls only to Prereprobate them to eternal Ru- 
ine. Baniſh all ſuch diſhonovrable and blaſ- 
heming Jealouſies far from you; you may be 
| fre it, They that are ruin'd, ruine them- 
ſelves: God hath not ene « to Wrath, but 
deſireth that all woul Ly ng and be ſaved. 
4ly, Meditation on God as a Creatour, gives 
us a Confident Perſuaſion of the Immortality 
of both our Bodies and our Souls. The great 
Father of Spirits that gave us our Souls at firſt, 
and united them to theſe Bodies, can eaſily 
— them in Being, after the Diſſolution 
of theſe Bodies, and reunite them hereafter to 
them again, as he doth continually renew the 
Face of the Earth. He that brought both into 
being and the preſent World, has a ſufficient 
ſtock of Benevolence and Power to introduce 
them into new and berter Worlds, after they 
have left thi. Look up then towards the Orbs 
above, and fee your true Country : In your 
Heavenly Fathers Houſe are many Manſions of 
Glory. Aſpire after the Joys of that Immor- 
tality, for which ye are deſign'd. Fit ybur 
Souls by a Divine Temper, and your Bodies 
by an Holy Life, for the Enjoyment of them. 
Contemplation, Faith, and Holineſs will make 
you Citizens of the Worlds of Gloty : By theſe 
ou muſt 3 and Deſpiſe this World; 
y theſe yon muſt obtain the other.. 
Fh, Meditation on God as a Creator, teach- 
es us the reaſonableneſs, and exhorts us to the 
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praiſing God, He that Strength, Agility 

and Beauty, and all other Endowments 
wherein Creatures pride themſelves, to the In- 
habitants of all the Worlds that he hath 
built, muſt needs be infinitely amiable in him- 
ſelf, and Maſter of tranſcendently greater per- 
fections; for otherwiſe he could not be the 
Source and Fountain of whatever is excellent 


in Things Finite, nor impart ſo much attra - 


ve. Lovelyneſs to many of them, as he doth 
with. a continual Emanation of « Goodneſs. 


ought to love God, as well as for the ſake of 
his own intrinſic lovelineſs: For he hath endu- 
ed us with Reaſon; and ſo we are capable to 
entertain captivating Ideas and Impreſſions of 
his glorious likeneſs upon our Hearts. 

God is Love, for le ſent forth his Spirit, and we 


were all created; and whenever we think on it 


as we ought, our Hearts muſt of neceſſity glow 
with Seraphic Zeal. to do Honour to him; all 


the Powers of our Souls can't but be. transfus'd 


with Floods of Divine Joy, and we muſt find 
our ſelves pour d forth into Love and Gratitude 
all over towards him. 

Laſtly, Meditation upon God as a Creator 
of many Worlds, recommends Generoſity to- 
wards our Neighbours. Creating in God is an 
Act of the higheſt and moſt communicative 


Goodneſs: Now that excellent Being who was 


ſo generous as to make Men, and to make 
them Immortal Creatures, capable of Haven, 
capable of himſelf, cannot but love thoſe of us 
who are generous to our Fellow Creatures, 
Nothing likens us ſo much to-God-as the Pra- 
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Performance of the great Duty of loving and 


Moreover, upon the ſcore of Gratitude, we 


ctice 
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| God, for God « Love. 


The Inhabitants of ex 
Reſpeck for the Generous, both in this World 
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„„ 
| Rice of Charity: Next to our Love of himfelf; | 


Creatures; 
Willingneſs to relieve God himſelf, (whoſe Pro- 
vidence ſtands engag'd for them, when in Di- 
ſtreſs) ſuppoſing 


could either want Relief, 
er we could give it him. A Freeneſs of Tem- 


he approves of our kindneſs t6 dur Fellow. 
by relieving them we ew our 


per to be beneficent,” is yet the Character of | 


truly Noble Soul, and befpeaks one born of 


às it recommends 


us to the atom ud g 
Creation have a kind 
and that which is to come: 


Nom unto the Erernal Maler; and Ki | 'of World 
the Diſpoſer of Seaſons, the Immortu bible, 


and Lord of Lords: Who only 


dwelling in the Light, which no Man can apt * 
the whom no Man hath ſeen or can ſee: To him. | 
t 
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oes to his Greatures: | 


the Bleſſed and only Potentate, t 2 hes. Kings, 


